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FARTHER APPEAL 



To MEN of 



Reason and Religion. 



PART II. 



!• I . T T is not my Prefent Defign to touch on an/ 
I Particular Opinions^ whether they are Right 
JL or Wrong ; nor on any of thofe fmaUer 
Points of Praftice, which are'varioufly held by Men of 
different Perfuaiions: But £x^, to point out fom<!^ 
Things which on Common Principles are condemned by 
Men of twery Denomination, ana yet found in all ;. and 
Secondly, Some wherein thofe of each Denomination, are 
more particularly inconflftent with tbtir oivn Principles. 

And, Fird, it is my Defign, abib-a^ing from O//- 
mom of every kind, as well as from difputable Points 
of Pradice, to mention fuch of thofe I'hings as octur 
to my Mind, which are on Common Principles condem- 
ned, and notwithdanding found, more or lefs, among 
Men of every Denoniination. 

2. But before 1 enter on this unpleafing Task, 
I befeech you. Brethren, by the Mercies of GOD, 
by whatever Love you bear to GOD, ' to your 
Country, to your own Souls ; do not confidcr who 
fpeaks, but what is fpoken. If it be poffible, for one 
Hour lay Prejudice afide ; Give what is advanced a 
fair Hearing. Confider fimply on each Head, Is this 
True, or is it falfe f Is it Reafonabte, ot u\x x«5XX '^^ 
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you ask, " But in whofe Judgment ?*' I anfwcr, In 
your own i I appeal to the Light of yx)ur own Mind. 
Is there not a Faithful Witnefs in your own Breaft ? 
By this you muft (land or fall. You cannot be judged 
by another Man's Confcience. Judge for yourfelf by 
. the beft Light you have. And the merciful GOD 
teach ine and thee, whatfoever we know not I 
. Now, as I fpcak chiefly to thofe who believe the 
Scriptures, the Method I propofe is this, Firfl, To ob- 
serve what Account is given therein of the ^eivs, the 
antient Church of GOD, ihafmuch as a/I thefe Tubings 
fivere nvritten for our hiftru^iov, who fay, we are nonx) 
the Vifible Church of the GOD of 7/r^^/. Secondly, 
i'o appeal to AH who profeG to be Members thereof, 
to e\'«ry one who is called a Chriftian, How far, in 
each Inftance, the Parallel holds ? And how much nve 
are better than they F 

3. Firft, I am 10 obferve what Account the Scriptures 
give of the Jeivs, the antient Church of Gob. I 
mean, with Regard to their Moral Charadler ; Their 
Tempers and Outward Behaviour. 

No fooner were they brought out of Egyff^ than we 
jfind them murmaring again/i GOD, (Exod. xiv. 12*) 
Again, when he had jud brought them thro* the /?#^ 
Sea ivith a mighty Ihnd and a fir etched out Arm, (c. 
XV. 24.) And yet again, quickly after, in the WiWer- 
nefs of Z//r, your Murmurings (faith Mofes) are not a^ 
gainft usy but againfi the Lord, (c, xvi. 8.) Nay, even 
while he was giving them Bread from Hea'ven^ they 
were ftill munmtring and tempting GOD, (c. xvii, 2, 3,) 
and their amazing Language at that very Seafon was. 
Is the Lord among us or not ? (c. xvii. 4 ) 

The fame Spirit they lhew*d, during the whole forty 
•Years, that he lore their Manners in the Wildemefs : 
A folemn Teftimony whereof, Mofes fpake in the Ears 
tf all the Congregation of Ifrael, when GOD was a- 
bout to take him away from their Head ; They ha*ve 
•■ corrupted the fnfe/*ves, (faith he) their Spot is not of his 
Children ; they are a pernjerfe^ and crooked Generation, 
Jhe Lord led Jacob about ; he inftruSled him ; he kept him 
as the Apple of his Eye, (Deut. xxxii. 5, 10.) He made 
\'bim ride on the high Places of the Earth, that he might 
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eat the Increafe of thi Fields : Then he forfook GOD 
nvhich made him, and lightly efieemed the Rock of his 
Salivation, (v. Iiyl3>i50 

In like Manner GOD complains long after this. 
Hear, O Heanjens, and gi^ve Ear, O Earth ! 1 hanje 
fiouriJFd and brought up Children, and they ha've rebelled 
againfi me. The Ox knonueth his Oivner, and the AJs 
bis Majier^s Crib : But Ifrael doth not knoiv^ my People 
doth not confider. Ahjinful Nation, a F eople laden woith 
Iniquity, a Seed of e<vil Doers , Children that are Cof' 
ruptersi they haveforfaken the Lord, they ha've provoked the 
Holy One of Ifrael, (Ifa. i. 2, 3, 4.) Can a Maid forget 
her Ornaments, and u Bride her Attire ? Yet my FeopU 
have forgotten me. Days ^without Number, (Jer. ii. 32.) ' 

4. And as they did not like to retain GOD in their 
Knowledge, fo they had fmall Regard to the Ordinances 
of GOD. Even fron: the Days of your Fathers, (faith 
GOD by his Prophets) ye are gone a^way from mine Or^ 
dinances, and ha<ve not ke/t them, (Mat. iii 7.) Te have 
faid. It is vain to ferve GOD 5 aftd, nxhat Profit is it 
that ive have kept his Ordinances ? (v. 1 3 .) 7hou haft 
not called upon me, O Jae«b, but thou haft been ivearjp 
of me, O Ifrael: Thou haft not brought me my Burnt- 
Offerings, Neither haft thou honoured me voith thy Sacri- 
fees, (Ifa. xliv. 22, 23.) And fo the Prophet himfelf 
.confeiTes, Thou meet eft thofe that remember thee in th^ 
W^ays'-'^But there is none that calleth upon thy Name^ 
that ftirreth up himjelf to take Hold of thee, (Ifaiah Ixiv. 

5. But they call'd upon his Name by vain Oaths, 
by Perjury and Blafphemy. So Jeremiah, Becaufc of 
S'lvearing the Land mourneth (c, xxiii. lo.) And tho" 
they fay, the Lord liveth, furely they fwear falfcly, (c. 
V. ii ) %0 Hofea^ They ha^oe fpttken Words ^ fi^jearingfalfe- 
ly in making a Coven'ifit : So Exekiel, They fay tl?e Lotd 

feeth us not, the Lord hath forfaken the Earth. So 
Ifaiah, Their Tongue and their Doings are agninft the 
Lordy to provoke the Eyes of his Glory, (c. iii. 8.) They 
fay. Let him make ffeed a^rd haft en bis Work that vuc 
tmay fee it, and Irt the Cxamfel of the Holy One drat- 
nigh and come that *we may kftOTv it, (c. v. 19.) 
lfc Malacki, Te ka*ve'iK'eiried the Lord v^ith ^qv- 
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yi fir^9 f*vtry oh$ thai doetb E'ffU, is godi in iht Sight of 
the Lerd^ and be dilighteth in tbem } And, Where is tie 
COD of Judgment? (c. ii. 17.) 

6. Atid as they dej^fedbis Holy ^ings, fo they pro* 
faned bis Sabbatbs, (Ezek. 22. 8.) Yea, when GOI> 
fent unto them, faying, Taie Heed unto your/ei'ues, ahd 
tear no Burden on the Sabbath Din^ neither do ye anf 
Work^ but ballot ye the Sabbath Uayt as I commamted 
yfiur Fathers ;— Yet they obeyed not, neither inclined their 
Sar^ but made their Neck fiiff, that they nnght not hear 
i§or receive lnfiru3ion^ (Jer. xvii. 2I9 22» 23.) 

Neither did they honour their Parents, or thoft 
^hom GOJD from Time to Time appointed to be Ru- 
liers over them. In thee \^ J erufaUm, faith the Pro- 
phet) they hove Jet light by father and Mother, Ezek. 
3pdi. 7.) And from the very Day when GOD brought 
^hem up out of the Land of Egyft^ their Murmurings, 
Chiding^ Rebellion and Difobedience, againil thofe 
whom he had chofen to go before them, make the 
mofl confiderable Part of their Hiftory, So that had 
JBOt Mofes pood in the Gap, he had even then deltroyM 
t(hem from the Face of the Earth. 

7. How much more did they afterwar^is provoke 
GOD, by Dronkennefs, Sloth and Luxury ? They have 
mrredtbro" Wine, (faith the Prophet Ifaiab) and thro* 
firong Drink they are out of the Way \ (c. xxviii. 7.) 
which occafioncd thofe vehement and repeated Warn- 
ings, againft that reigning Sin ; Woe to the Drunkards 
of Ephraim, them that are overcome tvith Wine, (v. i .) 
the Drunkards of Ephraim Jhall be trodden under Foot ; 
^. 3.) Woe unto them that rife up early that they mayfoU 
M'vu firong Drink ; that continue until Night till Wine 
inflame then,*^But they regard not the Work of the 
Lord, neither confider the Operation of his Hands, (c. v. 
11, 1 2.) Woe unt<f tbem that are mighty to drink Wine, 
a^ Men ef Strength to mingle frong Drink; (v. 22,) 
Woe to Ihem that are at eafe in Zion,'-^that lie upon. 
Beds of Ivory, and ftretch themfelves upon their Couches^ 
and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the Calves out of 
the Midft of the Stall \ that chant to the Sound of the 
Kiol, and invent to themfelves Injiruments of Mufick,'*^^ 
that drink Wine in Bo*wls, and anoint tbemf elves with. 

Z the 
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tbi cUif Ointments ; hut they an not griefotd for tht 
AffUSion ofjofefh^ (Amos vi. ver. 1,4, 5, 6.) Behold 
this (faith Ezeiiel to Jerufaltm\ 'was the Iniquity of thy 
Sifter Sodom ; Fulnefs of Bread and Abundance of LUe^ 
nefs fwas in her and in her Daughters^ (c. xvi, 49.) 

8. From Sloth and Fulnefs of Breads Lewdnefs rat* 
turally followed. It was even while Mofes was with 
them, that the People began to commit Whoredom wit6 
the Daughters of Moab : Yea, of the Daughters of 
2^on Ifaiah complains, ^hey ivalk ivith ftretched-forik 
Necks andnuanton Eyesy (c. iii. 16.) And of his People 
in general GOD complains by Jeremiah^ When I had 
fed them to the fully they affemhled themfekfes by Troope 
in the Harlot'* s Houfes, They ivere as fed Horfes in tbi 
Mornings e^very one neighed after his Neighbour's Wife^ 
(c, V. 7, 8.) They be all Adulterers ^ an Afembly of 
treacherous Men, (c. ix. 2.) The Land is full of Adid* 
terersy (c. xxiii. 10.) 

Yea, and fonie of them were given upf to unnatural 
Lufts. Thus we read, Judges xix. 22. The Men of 
Gibeab befet the Houfe. wherein the Stranger was, and 
beat at the Door, and fpake to the Mafter of the Houfe^ 
y*y^« Bring forth the Man that came into thine Houfe, 
that *we may knoiu him. And there ^were alfo long after 
Sodomites in the Land, in the Days of Rehoboam and of 
the following Kings : The fvery Shew of ^whofe Counter 
nance tvitnejfed againft them, and they declared their Sin as 
Sodomy they hid it not, (I&. iii* 9 ) 

9.This was accompanied with hjuftice in all its Forms.' 
Thus all the Prophets tedify againft them, The Lord 
hoked for Judgment, but behold O^p^rcS&on ; for Righte^ 
oujnefsy but behold a Cry, (Ifa. v. 7.) Thou hafi taken 
Ufury and Increafe \ thou haft greedily gained of thy 
Neighbour by Extortion'^Beholdy I ha<oe fmitten my 
Handy at thy diihoneft Gain ivhich thou haft made, 
(Ezek. xxii^ 12, 13.) The Balances of Deceit are in Ja- 
cob'* s Hand*, he lonjeth to opprefs (Hof. xii. 7.) Are 
there not yet the fcant Meafnre that is abominable ; the 
nuicked Balances, and the Bag of deceitful Weights ? 
(Mic. vi. ie, 11.) He that depart eth from Evily maketh 
himfelfa Preyy (Bk. lix. 15.) And the Lordfaw it, and 
it difpketfed himp that then was no Jue^ment^ Th^ 
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tf^icked devoureth the Man, that is more righteous than 
he. 7hey take up all of them nvith the Angle ^ they catch 
them in their Net, and gather them in their Dragy (Hab. 
i. 13, »4, 15.) They covet Fields and take them by Vio- 
lence, and Hou/esy and take them aivay, (Mic. ii. 2.) 
ney full off the Robe ^Mth the Garment ^ from them that 
fafs by fecurely^ (v. 8.) They ha've dealt by OppreJJion ' 
ivith the Stranger ; they ha*ve vexed the Father le/s and 
the Widovj : (Kzek. xxii. 7 ) The Peotle of the Land 
have ufed Oppreilion and exercifed Robbery ; and have 
vexed the Poor and I^eeJy, yea, they have oppreffed the 
Stranger vorongfullyj (v. 29.) Their Works are Works tf 
'Iniquity y and toe ^^ of Y'lolttnQQ is in their Hands^ (Ifa. 
lix. 6.) J ndgmcnt is turned avuay backward 3 and Janice 
fiandeth afar off\ for Truth is fallen in the Street ^ and 
Eqmty cafznot enter i (v. 14.) 

10. Truth indeed was fallen^ as well as Juftice. E^ 
very Mouthy {dAt\i Ifaiah, fpeaketh Folly ^ (c. ix. 17.) 
This is a rebellious People ^ lying Children^ (c. xxx. 9.) 
their Lips have fpoken Lies and muttered Perverfenefs. 
None calleth for yujiiee^ nor any pleadeth for Truth ; 
they trufi in Vanity and J^eak Lies, (c. lix. 3,4) This 
occafioned that Caution o^ Jeremiah ^ Tcke ye heed every 
one of his Neighbour ^ and trufi ye not in any Brother ; 
for every Brother voill utterly fupplanty and every 
Neighbour voill voalkvoith Slanders, And they vuill do* 
ejeive every one his Neighbour^ and vjill not fpeak the 
Truth ; they have taught their Tongue to fpeak Lies^ and 
nveary thtmjelves to commit Iniquity , (c. ix. 4, 5.) 

11. And even thofe who abllained from thefe 
grofs outward Sins, were ftill inwardly corrupt and 
abominable. The vjhole Head ivas fick, and the fichole 
He^rt vuas faint ; yea^ from the Sole of the Foot even 
UMta. the Head there vjas no Soundnefs, but Wounds and 
Bruifesy and putrifing Sores, (Ifa. i. 5,6) All thefe 
Nations (faith God) are uncircumcifed \ and all the 
Houfe of Ifrael are uncircumcifed in Hearty (Jer. ix. 26.) 
Their Heart is divided, (Hof x. 2.) They have fet up 
their Idols in their Heart ; they are all eflranged from 
me through their Idols, (Ezek. xiv. 3, 4.) 

Their Soul ililj clave unto the Vuft. They laid up 
^^/7/^re/ ufCM EarlL Fmm the Uafi of thtrriy ^^\\K 



(9) 

JeremUhy e^ven u0o the great eft ^ every one is given t^ 
Covetoufnefs., (c. vi. 13.) ^hey panted after the Duft 
of the Earth J (Amos ii. 7.) They laded tbemf elves 
^vith thick Clay, (Hab. ii. 6.) They joined Hou/e to 
Houfe, and laid Field to Fields until there vjas no Place^ 
(Ife. V. 8.) Yea, they enlarged their Dejires as Hell : 
They were as Deaths and could not be fatisjiedy (Hab* 

12, And not only for their Covetoufnefs, but for 
their Fride of Heart were they an Abomination to 
the Lord, ihe Pride of Ifraely faith Hofea^ doth teftify 
to his Face ^ (c. vii. 10.) Hear ye ^ give ear^ faith Je^ 
remiah^ be not proud '^ Give Glory to the Lord your 
God^ (c. 13. 15.) But they would not be rcprov'd ; 
they were flill njuife in their oijon Eyes^ and prudent in 
their oivn Siglt, (Lb. v. 21.) and continually faying to 
their Neiighbour, Stand by thy/elf come not near t$ 
me ; for 1 am holier than thou ! (Ifai. Ixv. 5.) 

They added Hypocrijy to their Pride. This People, 
laith o D himfelf, dravf near me nvith their Mouth, 
and ivith their Lips do honour me^ but have remove^ 
their Hearts far from me, (If^. xxix. 15.) They have 
not cried unto me ivith their Heart, vshen thei hovoled 
upon their Beds X (Hof. vii. 14.,) They return^ out not to 
the Moft High ; they are like a deceitful Bonv^ (v. i60 
They did but flatter him vjith their Mouth, and dif 
femhle ivith him in their Tongue, ^fal. Lxxviii, 36.) (p 
that herein they only profaned the HoUnefs of the Lord, 
J^nd this have ye done again, faith Malachi, covering 
the Altar of the Lord ivith Tears, ivith iveeping and 
ivith crying out, infomuch that he regardeth not the Of- 
fering any more, (c. ii. I 1. 13,) 

13. This God continually declared to thofe for- 
mal Worihippers, That their Outfide Religion was 
but vain. To ivhct Purpofe is the Multitude of your 
Sacrifices, faith the Lord } I am full of the Burnt' 
Offerings of Rams, and I delight not in the Blood of 
Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He Goats. Bring no 
more vain Oblations : Incenfe is an Abomination unfomei 
the Neiv Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of Affemhixtx^ 
I cannot aivay ivith ; // is Inxqtut^^ e^tn tbe JttletMi 
M^etmg^^-^men jou fpread forth your Hands* 1 ^^ 
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hide mnt Eyis from you ; ye:!, «wben ye make many 
Prayers f I ijuill not hear, (Ifa. i. ii. 13. 15.) He 
that killetb an Ox is as if hejienv a Man ; he that fa- 
crificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog's Neck, (c. Ixvi. 
3.) ff^hen they faf, I woill not hear their Qy ; and 
•when they offer an Oblation, I <wi// not accept it, (Jer. 
xiv. 12.) Go ye, fer*ve your Idols, if ye 'will not 
hearken unto me \ hut pollute ye my holy "Name no mor'i 
nvithyour Gifts, (Ezek. xx. 39.) 

14. Yet all this Time were they utterly carelefs and 
fecure ; nay, confident of being in the Favour of God, 
They were at Eafe ; they put far anvay the enjtl Day, 
{ Am OS vi . 1.3.) E^en nvhen GOD had pour d his Anger upon 
Jfrael, it fet him on fire round about, yet he kneiu it not ^ // 
burned him, yet he laid it not to Heart, (Ksl, xlii. 25.) Ade^' 
cei*ued Heart had turned him afide, that he could not fay. Is 
there not a Lie in my Right-hand? (c. xliv. 20.) So far from 
it, that at this very Time they faid. We are innocent, ^we 
ha've not finned, (Jer. ii. 35, 37.) We are 'wife, and 
the La*w of the Lord is *with us, (c. viii. 8.) The Temple 
of the Lord I the Temple of the Lord are nue. (c. vii. 4.) 

\%. Thus it was that they hardened themfelves in 
their Wickednefs. They are impudent Children, faith 
God, and ftijf 'hearted, {Ezek. ii.4.) Were they afi?amed 
nuhen they bad committed Abomination? Nay they 
nvere not at all ajhamed, neither could they hlujh, 
(Jer, vi. 15. ) 7 ha*ve fpread out my Hand all 
the Day to a rebellious People, that provoketh me to 
Anger continually to my Face, (Ifa. Ixv. 2, 3 )' They 
n»ill not hearken unto me, faith the J*ord, for all the 
Houfe of Ifrael are impudent and hard-hearted, (Ezek. iii. 
7.) Since the Day that their Fathers came forth out of 
the Lnnd of Egypt unto this Day, I ha^ve fent unto 
them all my Servants the Prophets, rifing up early and 
fending them ; yet they hearkened not unto me, nor in- 
clind their Ear, but hardened their Neck ; they did 
<worfe than their Fathers^ (Jer. vi. 25, 26.) 

They were equally harden'd againft Mercies and 
Judgments. When he ga've them Rain, both the former 
and the latter in his Seafon ; when he refer'ved unto 
them the appointed Weeks of the Har'veft, filling their 
Ji^arts with Food and Gladnefs, fiill none of this re- 
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vojthtg and rehelliotts People faid^ Let us nomf fear th 
Lord our GOD^ (Jer. v. 23, 24.) Nor yet did they 
turn unto him when be fmote tbem^ (c. ix. 9. 13.) In 
that Day did the Lord call to ^weeping and to mourn" 
ing : and behold Joy and Gladnefs^ eatit^ Flefo and 
drinking Wine ; let us eat and^drink, for tO'morro^vo •«;# 
Jball tUe^ (c. xxii. ii, 12.) Altho* he confumed tbem^ 
yet they refufed to recei<ve In/truSlion ; thty made their 
Faces harder than a Rock.'^lfoni repented him, but e^very 
am turned to his Courfe^ as a Horfe rujbeth into the Battle t. 
(Jer, V. 3. c. viii. 6.) / hante gi'ven you Want of 
Btead in all your Places ^ yet have ye not returned *»- 
to me, faith toe Lord, I have alfo «with'bolden the Rain 
from you Huben there luere yet three Months unto 
the Harvefl, •— / ha^e fndtten you <with Blafting 
mnd Mildenv ; your Gardens and your Vineyards the Pal* 
mer-Worm de«uoured,^^I have fent among you the Pefii* 
lence after the Manner of Egypt ; your young Men have 
J flain nvith the Snvord^^I Sofve overthrovjn fome of 
you, as GOD overthrenv Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
ye tvere as a Firebrand pluclCd out of the Burning ; yet 
ha^e ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord, (Amos 
iv. 6. — II.) 

1 6. In confequence of their Refblution not to re- 
turn, they would not endure found Do£lrine, or thofe 
that fpake it. They faid to the Seers, fee not ; and 
to the Prophets, prophefy not unto us right things-^Speak 
unto usfmooth thingS'^^Caufe the Holy One of Ifrael to 
ceafefrom before us, (Ifa. xxx. 10, 1 1 .) But they hated 
him that rebuked in the Gate, and they abhorred him 
that Jpake uprightly, (Amos v. 10.) Accordingly, thy 
People (faith God to Ezekiel) ft ill are talking againjl 
thee, by the Walls, and in the Doors of the Houfes, 
(c. xxxiii. 30.) ^WAmaziah the Prieft fent to Jero- 
boam, King ofl{T2it\, faying^ Amos hath confpired againft 
thee in the Midfi of the Houfe of Ifrael ; the Land is 
not able to bear all his Words, Alfo Amaziah faid unto 
Amos, Go flee thee aivay into the Land of Judah, and 
prophefy there. But prophefy not again any more at Be- 
thel, for it is the King's Chapel, and it is the King's 
Court, {c, vii. 10. 12. 13.) From the fame Spirit it 
was that they faid Qtjenmiah, Come and \%x ui Aewjt 
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Devices againfi hint-^Come and let 'us fmite him nvitS 
the tongue ^ and let us not give heed to any of bit 
Words^ (c. xviii. 1 8.) Hence it was that he was con* 
ibahiai to cry out, O Lordy I am in Derijion daily i 
tvery one mocketb pte. Since I fpake^ the Word of th0 
Lord nuas made a Reproach unto me^ and a Derijiott 
daily : For 1 heard the defaming of many ^ Fear on every 
Side : Report, fay they, and voe nvill report it : \All my 
Familiars ivatched for my halting ; faying, Peradven-- 
iure he twill be inticed, and nve Jhall prevail againfi 
Mm* and vje Jhall take our Revenge on him, (c. xx. 
7, 8. 10.) And elfewhere. Woe is me, my Mother, that 
thou haft horn me a Man of Strife, and a Man of Con' 
tention to the vuhole Earth* I have neither lent on 
Vfury, nor Men have lent to me oh TJfury ; yet every 
§ne of them doth curfe me, (c. xv. lO.) 

17. But if a Man tvaWng in the Spirit of Faljhood^ 
do lie /Taith the Prophet micah) faying, I voill pro- 
phefy unto thee of Wine and ftronv Drink, he Jhall even 
he the Prophet of this People, (c. ii. 11.) And God 
fiave them Paflors after their own Heart ; fuch were 
tnofe Sons of Eli, Sons of Belial, nvho knevj not the 
Lord, ( I Sam. ii. 12.) rapacious, covetous, violent 
Men, (v. 14, i5> '6,) by reafon of whom Men abhor- 
red the Offering of the Lord, (v. 17.) who not only 
made themjehves vile, (c. iii. I J.) but alfo made the 
Lords People to tranfgrefs, (c. ii, ^4.) While they made 
ehemfelves fat with the chief eft of all the Offerings of 
Ifrael, (v. 29.) Such were^thefe of whom JJaiahizys, 
The Prieft and the Prophet have err^d thro* ftrong 
Drink \ they are Jvjallovjed up of Wine, (c. x xviii. 7.) 
Come ye. Jay they, I voill fetch Wine, and v:e ivill 
Jill ourf elves vjtth ftrong Drink ; and To-morrovj ft?all 
be as this Day, and much more abundant, (c. Ivi. 1 2.) 
Therefore (faith he) the Lord hath poured out upon you 
the Spirit of deep Sleep, and hath clofed your Eyes : 
The Prophets and the Seers hath he covered ; and the 
Vifton of all is become unto you as the Words of 
a Book that is fealed, (c. xxix. lO, ii.) Such alfo 
were thofe of whom he faith, His Watchmen are 
^//>r^^ /Jf^ are all ignorant ; they are all dumb Dogs ; 
/%r ca»^a/ iarA, Jleeping^ lying do-Mn, hinng to Jlum- 

ber. 
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bei\ y'eay they tire greedy Dogs^ ivhick can never have 
enough^ and they are Shepherds that cannot underfiand. 
They all look to their oiun IVay^ every one for his 
Gain, from his garter, (c. Ivi. lo, I X.) 

Little better were thofe of whom the Prophets that * 
followed have left us fo dreadful sm Account; Botk- 
Prophet and Priefi are profane ; yea^ in my Houfi ' 
have I found their Wickednefsy faith the Lord. And 
from the Prophets of JerufaleiBy is Profanenefs gone 
forth into all the Land, (Jer. xxiii. ii. 15.) Her 
Priefs have violated my ' Lavj, and have profaned mf ' 
holy things : they have put no Difference aetvt/een the ' 
Holy and the Profane, and I am profaned among them^ ' 
(Ezek. xm. 26.) If I he a father, vjhere is mine 
Honour ; and if I he a Mafier% vjbere is my Fear f ' 
faith the Lord of Hofts unto you^ O Priefis, that defpifi ' 
my Name^ (Mai. i. 6.) 

Yea, fome of them were fallen into the groiTeil Sins. 
The Company ^of Priefi s, faith Hofea^ commit Lewdnefs : ' 
There is Whoredom of £phraim« Ifirael is defpifed, (c. vi. • 
9, 10.) / have feen aQo in the Prophets of Jerufalem * 
(faith God by Jeremiah) an horrible thing \ they com* 
mit Adultery and vialk in Lies, [a, y\\\\. 14.) 

1 8. And thofe who were clear of this, were deeply ' 
covetous. Who is there among you, that viould Jhut 
the Doors for nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on mf 
Altar for nought, 1 have no Pleofure in you, faith ^ 
the Lord of Hofis, (Mai. vi. 10.) The Pricfis of Z'lon 
preach for Hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for 
Money. Tet <will they lean upon the Lord, and fay. Is ' 
not the Lord among us f (Mic. iii. 1 1 .) Thus, faith the ' 
Lord, the Prophets bite with their Teeth, and cry, ' 
Peace : And he that putteth not into their Mouths, ' 
they even prepare War againfi him, (c. iii. 5,) There- 
fore the Word of the Lard came unto Ezekiel, faying, 
Prophefy againfi the Shepherds of KrvaA, and fay. Woe 
be to the Shepherds of Urael that do feed themf elves : 
Should not the Shepherds feed the Flocks ? Ye eat the 
Fat, and ye cloath you vjitb ihe Wool ; but ye feed not 
the Flock, The Dijeas*d have ye not firengthen'df neither ' 
bd^tey^ killed thiu ^ick vtias^ fick^ mitber b&n>e «^e 
.11 ' -) i ■ i^ ; } '% . : .\ '^ ' .\ ' \mv^ 
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, all Times, God is here ? He is now reading my 

^ Heart : He fpieth out all my Ways : There is not a 

Word in my Tongue but he knoweth it altogethei' : 

Is this the Charader of us EngUJh Chrtfttans f The 

Mark whereby we are known from the Heathen? Do 

, we thi|s hnotu God ? 1 hus conftder his Power, his 

. Love, his all-feeing Eye ? Rather, are we not likewife 

k finful "Nation y who hc.'ve forgotten him Days ivitb- 

cut nutnher f A People laden ivith Iniquityy continually 

Jorfaking the Lord, and proi}oking the Holy One of 

IfraeL 

2, There is indeed a wide Difference, in this Re- 
ipedl^ between the Jeivs and as ; they happened (if I 
' may fo fpeak) to forget God, becaule other things 
came in their Way : Bat we deftgn to forget him ; 
we do it of fet Furpofe, becaufe we do not like to 
remember him. From the Accounts given by Jere- 
' miah^ we have Reafon to believe^ that when that 
People was moft deeply corrupted, yet the greateft 
Men in the Nation, theMiniilers of State, the Nobles 
and Princes of Judah^ talked of Go d fome times, per- 
haps as frequently as upon any other Subjedl. But is 
it fo among us ? Rather, is it not a Point of Good- 
breeding to put God far away, out of our Sights? fs 
he talk*d of at all among the Great ? The Nobles, 
or Miniftcrs of State in England? Among any Perfons 
. of Rank or Figure in the World ? Do they allow 
God any Place in their Converfation ? From Day to 
pay, from Year to Year, do you difcourfe one Hour 
of the Wonders he doth for the Children of Men f 
. If one at a Gentleman or Nobleman's Table was to 
begin a Difcourfe, of the Wifdom, Greatnefs or 
Power of God, would it not occafion (at leaft) as 
much AAonifhment, as if he had begun to talk Blaf- 
phemy ? And if the unbred Man perfifted therein, 
would it not put all the Company into Confuiion ? 
And what do you fmcerely believe the more favourable 
Part would fay of him when he was gone ? But 
that ** He is a little touch'd in his Head;" or 
♦• Poor Man ! he has not feen the World." 
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Tpu know, this is the naked Truth. But hem 
terrible is the Thought to every ferious Mind I Into 
what a State is this Chrijiicn Nation fallen ! Nay^^ 
£he Men of Eminence, of Fortune, of Education f 
Would not a thinking Foreigner who fhould be pre- 
fent at fuch an Interview, be apt to conclude. That 
the Men of Quality in England were Atheifts ? That 
they did not believe there was any God at all ; or, 
at belt, but an Epicurean God, who fat at Eafe upon ^ 
the Circle of the Heavens, and did not concern him- 
felf about ds Worms of the Earth ? Nay, but he un- 
derflands every Thought now riling in your Heart, 
And how long can you put him out of your Sight } 
Only till this Veil of Flelh is rent in lunder. For 
your Pomp will not then folloiv you. Will not your 
Body be niTngled with common Duft ? And your Soul 
ft^nd naked before God ? O that you would nowu ac- 
quaint yourft If mjith God, that you may then be 
tploathed with Glory and Immortality ? 

3. Did God complain of the Jeixis, Even from the 
Days of your Fathers ye are gone anjmy from mine Or- 
dinances^ and ha<ve not kept them. And how juftly 
may he make the fame Complaint of us ? For hoW 
exceeding fmall a Proportion ko we find of thofe in 
any Place who call themfelves Chriftians, that make 
a Confcience of attending them ? Does one Third of 
the Inhabitants in any one Parifli throughout this great 
City, conftantly attend Fublick Frayer 2iXi^ the Af//»- 
flfy of his Wordy as of Confcience towards God ? 
Does one Tenth of thofe who acknowledge it as an 
Inftitution of Chrill, duly attend the Lord's Supper f 
Does a fiftieth Part of the nomiftal Members of the 
Church of England obferve the Fafis of the Churchy 
or fo much as the forty Days of Lent^ and all Fridays 
in th^ Year ? Who of thefe then can caft the firtt 
Stone at the Jeivs, for negledling the Ordinances of 
God? 

Nay, how m^ny Thoufands are found among us} 
who have never partook of the Supper of the Loi^d ? 
How many Thoufands are there, that live asyL 4Sfe * 
in this orarepcntcd Difobcdiyence \ 'SN^^X. \^Ni^x\va.^^'^N 

B 3 ^"^^ 



even in this Ojriftiaft City, do not attend any PubMck 
Worihip at all ? No» nor fpend a fingle Hour fronii 
one Year to another in privately pouring, out theic 
Hearts before God ? Whether God meeteth bimtbat^ 
rememhretb him in bis Ways or not, is no Concern of 
theirs : So the Man eats aad drinks^ and dies at a 

** Drops into the Dark and diiappears/* 

It was not therefore of the Children of IJrael aIone» 
that the Meffenger of God n^ight fay^ Tffere is nom. 
(comparatively) that calhtb upon thy Name^ that ftimth 
bimfelf up to take bold of tbee» 

4. Ve have heard, that it was {aid to them of old 
Time, Becaufe of Swearing the Landmoumetb, But 
if this might be (aid of the Land of Canaan^ how 
much more of this Land ? In what City or Town> 
in what Market or Exchange, in what Street os 
Place of Public Refort, is not the Holy 'Name luberehy 
tue ate called taken ia vain,, Day by Day ? From 
the Noble to the Peafant,. who fails to call upoa 
GOD,, in this, if in no other Way I Whither can you 
torn, where can you go, without hearing fome praying. 
to GOD, for Damnation either on his Neighbour or 
himfelf ? Curfing thofe, without either Fear or Re« 
Biorfe, whjom Chriii hath bought to inherit a Ble£- 
fingF 

Are ymi one of thefe Stupid,. Seafele^,^ Shamele& 
Wretches, that call fo eameftly for Damnation on your 
«wn Soul ? What if GOD (hou'd take you at your 
Word } Are you able tQ dwell *witb everlafting Burn-- 
hgsP If you are, yet why (houM you be in hafte, ta 
fcc in the Lake of Fire burning mjith Brimfione ? GOD 
lielp youy or you will be there, Coon enough^ and long 
enough ;. for that. Fire is not quenched^ But the Smoket 
thereof ajcendeth up^ Day and Eighty for e^ver and 
mter, 

AtA what is that important AfEiir,. concerning 
which you was but now appealing to GOD ? Was yott 
fuUittf GOD to record upon your Siul,, touching your 

Evej&i 
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Everhfting Salvation? No; bat touchilag the Biatit]^'. 
•f your Horfe^ the Swiftnefs of your Dog,, or the^ 
Goodnefs of your Drink T How ia this }> What Notion 
have yoa of GOD F" What do yoa take Eiim. to be ^ 

Idcirco Ji$UJam frahejt tHi 'ue/Ure barbam 
Jupiter i 

What Stupidity^ what Infat^iatien lis this f* Thuswith.- 
out either Pleafure or Profit or Praife, to fet at nought 
him that hath all Fotjoer both in Heaven and Earth If- 
Wantonly to tro'voke the Eyes of his Glory ! 

Are yoa a Man of Letters, who* are (qnk folow ?- 1 will;, 
aot then fend you ta the Infpired Writers (fo called :.- 
Perhaps you may difdain to receive Inftru^Uon by them,V 
bat to the Old, blind Heathen. CouM you only fix 
in your Mind the Idea he had of GOD, (tho* it i&.no% 
firidlly jufl, unlefs we refer it. to GOD made Man) yoa 
wou'd never thus affi-ont him more,^ 

K^aro( aac a^avoiaroko' fjUyouf a IXe^ilev *'07wf4,7ro9t 

Shall not the very Heathen then^ ri/e up /> Judg^ 
ruent againft this Generation, and condemn it P Yea, and" 
not only the learned Heathens of Greece and Rom^^ 
but the Savages of jimerica. For I never remembeit 
tp have heard a Wild Indian name the Name of Soota^ 
lei'cateCy (Him that fitteth in Heaven} withoat.eithei^ 
laying his Hand upon his Breaft,. or cafiing his Eyes, 
down to the Ground. And you 2ctG 3. Cbrijlian ! O' 
how do- you caufe the very Name of Chriftianity^ to 
be blafphemed among the Heathen \ 

5. But is it Light Swearing only, (inexcufablis as thatt 
is) becaufe of which our Land mourneth ? May it no& 
alfo be faid of us, Thd' they fay the Lord li'vethy furely> 
they f<wear falfely ? Yea, to fiich a Degree, that there- 
is hardly the like, in any Nation under Heaven ; thac- 
almoll every Comer of the Land is filled witk wilful^ 
^besate Perj^^ 



( 20 ) 

I fpeak not now of the Perjuries which every Coite- 
iftbh Shearer cannot bdt run into Day by Day. (And 
indeed Common ** Swearing notorioufly contributes to 
t)ie Growth of Perjury. For Oaths are h'ttle minded 
when Common Ufe has fullied them, and every Mi- 
nute^s Repetition has made them cheap and vulgar.*') 
Nor of thofe which are continually committed and of- 
ten detected in our open Courts of Juftice. Only with 
Regard to thie latter I mud remark. That they are a 
Natur^ Confequence, of that monflrous, (hocking Man- 
lier, wherein C5aths are ufually adminifter'd therein : 
Without any Decency or Serioufnefs at all ; much left 
With that awful Solemnity, which a Rational Heathen 
Wou'd expeft, in an Immediate Appeal to the Great 
GOD of Heaven. 

I had once defigned to confider all the Oaths which 
are cuftomarily taken by any Set of Men among us. 
Bat. I fooa found this was a Work too weighty for me : 
So almoft in infinitum are Oaths multiplied in England : 
I fuppofe to a Degree which is not known in any 
other Nation in Europe, 

What I now propofe is, To inftance only in a few, 
(but thofe not of iinall Importance) and to ihew, how 
amazingly little Regard is had, to what is folemnly 
promifed or affirmed before GOD. 

6. This is done, in part, to my Hands by a late Au- 
thor. So far as he goes, I ihiU little more than tran- 
fcribe his Wok'ds. (Mr. Dijney\ Firft EfTay, p. 30.) 

•* When a Jujlice of Peace is fworn into the Com- 
miifion, he makes Oath — ** That he (hall do equal 
Right to the Poor and to the Rich, after his Cunning, 
Wit and Power, and after the Laws and Cuftoms of 
the Realm and Statutes thereof made, in all Articles in 
the E"ing*s Commiffionto him directed. — What thofe 
Articltis are, you will find in the firft Alfignavimus of 
the Comraiflion : ** We have afTigned )^ou and every 
one of j'uu, jointly and feverally— to keep and cau/e to 
be kept, all Ordinances and Statutes^ made for-^the 
Quiet^ Rule and Government of our People in all and 
every the Articles thereof, according to the Force, 
Form and Effe^ of the iame, and t9 chafiife and pu- 

I nijh 
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tnjh alt PerfonSy offending againft any of them,, accord- 
ing to the Form of thoie Statutes and Ordinances.*' 
So that he is folemnly fworn to the Execution of all 
fuch Statutes, as the Legiflative Power of the Nation 
has thought fit to throw upon his^ Care. Such are all 
thofe, (among others) made againft Drunkennefi, ^ipltngy 
Profane S wearing y Blafphemy ; len»d and dif orderly Prac- 
tices, and Profanation of the Lordfs Day, And 'tis 
hard to imagme how a Juilice of Peace can think him- 
felf more concerned, to fupprefs Riots ^ or Private ^ar* 
re/s, than he is to levy Twelve-pence on a' Pr^»# 
Swearer f Five Shillings on a Drunkard, Ten ShiUings 
on the Publick Houfe that fuffers Titling^ or any other 
Penalty which the Law exads of Vice and Immorality » 
The lame Oath binds kirn both to one and the o- 
thcr, laying an equal Obligation upon his Confcience. 

' How a Magiftrate, who negle£ls to punifii Excefs, Pro- \ 
fenenefs and Impiety, can excufe himfelf fro^ the [ 
Gmit of F«7«0'> I don't pretend to know. Ifherea- 
fons fairly, he will find himfelf as much forfiwom, as 

' an Evidence who being upon his Oath, to declare the 

' ^vbole Truth, nevtrthelefs conceals the mofi confiderabk 
Part of it. And his Perjury is fo mudh the more in£i- 
mous, as the ill Example and Efieds of it will be mii^ 
chicvous." 

7. The fame Author (In the Preface to his Second 
Ef&y) goes on : 

" You, Gentlemen of the Grand Juries^ takife a 
folemn Oath, That you will diligently enquire, and tmb 
Prefentment make, of all fuch Articles, Matters and 
Things as Jhall he ginten you in Charge : As alfo, that 
you will (not only prefent no Perfon for Envy, Hatred 
or Malice, but) not leave any unprefented^ for Fear, 
Favour or AfFedlion." Now are not the Laws againft 
Immorality and Profanenefs gi*ven you in Charge, as 
weU as thofe againft Riots, Felony and Treafon ? Are 
not Prefentment and Indidment One Method exprefly 
appointed by the Statutes, for the Panifhment of DruH- 
kennefszxA Tripling? Are not Houfes of Baivdry and 
Gaming, punifnable in the fame Courts, and confequently 

prefentable by you ? Is not the PrQcUixaQLXvQTi i^t ^^ofc 
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Bt^nters) come not once in a Month, at leaft, t» 
Church/* Aad 3. That you ihall luell and duly exe«, 
ctite all Precepts and Warrants to you diredied. I be- 
lieve no Conftahle will pretend to be ignorant of this. 
How is it then, that when we fend out Warrants, to , 
levy on Offenders for Snvearing, Drunhnnefs and the 
lilceythoTe Warrants are (o ill obeyed ? Are you noc 
fworn to execute tbeje as well as any other, and that 
Mf too, according to the Tenor of your .Precept ? 
Your Precept tells you, you fhall demand i}iz\i a Sum ; 
and if the Offender will :not pay, you fhall levy it iy 
Diftrefs of bis Goods : And i/ no Diftrefs can he taien^ 
you are tben only to fet him in the Stocks i otherwife ■ 
yott have no Authority fo to do : Nor is the fetting 
ium is ihe Stocks, when you might have diilraia'd» 
any Execution pf your Precept.*^ 

: ** The lad &rt of your Oath is in general Terms, 
That. you fhall fwelltLod duly, according to your Know- 
ledge, Power and Ability, do and execute all other 
Things belonging to the Office of a Conjiable, I Ihall 
inflance in fome Things which certainly belong to your 
Cjffici^ becaufe you, . and none elfe, can do them. 1 . A 
Conftable may, witboitt a Warrant , apprehend any 
Ppfons, and .carry them before a Juftice, who are • 
driving Carts, Hor^ fit Cattle on the Lprd's Day : 
2i 1}q may do. the fame, nvithout a, Warra^f^ tofuch as 
h^ fhall 4nd ^t am Sports or Paftimes on that Day ; . 
3* To fuch as he i^li ^nd tippling in Publick-Houfes ;' 
4, To Shopkeepers y^//i«^ or expofing Goods to /ale on 
the I^ord's Day ; and laftly« to fuch as he fhall £nd drunk 
oc blafpheming^ oj. pjre&nely fwearing or curling/* 
M^V Thuj| i have Pliuitn you, in part, *wbat belongs ta 
your Qfi<(fr It k.tt^U if according to^the Tenor pf 
your Oath, you duly, to the beji of your Knowledge and . 
jUslity^ di and fxecute all tbeJe %bings. But remember, 
that, if you do not, if you negled any of them, you 
are forfiuom.'*^ 
I . Now let all Men judge. How many Conjiables in 
I England ^Tt clear of Wilful Pet jury ! 

:.9. V I will now (he goes on) addrefs myfelf fo 
yUifrtiwardem, ' ywr.Oatb i^, V .Xha^you fball well \ 
i '. u ii.^.Ci, and 
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and truly execute the Office of a Church'<wardiH, for 
the enfoing Year ; and to the bed of your Skill and 
Knowledge, prefent fuch Perfons and I'hings, as are 
prefintahUy by the Ecclefiadical Laws of the Realm .'^ 
I mall fet down only a few of thefe. 

** The Statute of King Jamei I. obliges you to pre- 
fent once a Year, all monthly Ahfenters from Church/* 

*' The 90th Canon enjoins you, fir(l to admoni/h^ and 
then, if they reform not, toprefent^ all yoar Parifhio- 
ners who do not dulj refort to Church on Sundays, and 
there continue the nvhole Time of Di*vine Service. Ou 
this Article obferve, i. That a Perfon*s being abfeixt 
from Church, is Ground fufficient for you to proceeds 
2. That you are not only to prefent, tho(e who do $ioa 
come to Church, but alfo thofe that behave irriviriutly 
or indecently, there, either walking about, or Odking i 
all who do not eJfide there orderly and Jobtr^^p the 
whole Time of Service and Sermon, and all xbnt/fiitetr 
away any Part of that Time, in the Chnrch-yard ojr 
in the Fields.'* 

*' The 1 1 2th Canon emjoins you, within 40 Day^^ 
after Eafter, to exhibit to the Bifluyp or his Chaqcellor, 
the Names of all above the Age of fixteen, within yows 
Pariih, that did not receive the Communion.*' 

** Other Statutes oblige you to prefent Drunkennefs. 
Tipp/ing, and Publick Houfes fuffering Perfons to tippk 
in them." 

** And the 109th Canon binds you to prefent aU 
manner of Vice» Profanenefs and Debauchery, requip? 
ing you faithfully to prefent all and every the Offen- 
ders in Adultery^ Whoredom^ Drunkenne/sy Profane 
Sfwearingf or any other Vncleannefs and Wickednefs of 
Life.'* it is therefore a Part of that Office to which 
you are folemnly fworn, to prefent not only all hrun- 
kennefs and "TippUngi but Profane Swearing^ Leivdnefs^ 
apd what foe ver elfe is contrary to Chriftian Piety. So 
that if you know any of your Parifhioners, be his Qua- 
Kty or Circumftances what they will, that is guilty of 
any of thefe, you are obliged to prefent him at the next 
Vifitationt or you arc yourfelves guilty of Perjury^ AcA 
the 26th Canon exprefTes inch aa Md\igtttiiicj^ q^^ ^ 
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Churchnjoarditis Negled in this Matter, that k forbids 
the Miniiler, in any ivi/e^ to admit you to the Holy 
Communion, ivJbo (as the Words of the Canon are) 
halving taken your Oaths to pre/ent all fuch Offences in 
Jour fe*veral Parijhes, Jhall notivitbftanding your /aid 
Oaths f either in negleSIit^ or refufing to pre/ent^ 'wit' 
tingly and 'willingly % de/perately and irreligioujly incur ^ 
the Horrid Guilt of Perjury,'''* 

And who is clear ? I appeal to every Minifler of a 
Parifb, from one End of England to the other. How 
many Church wuardens have you known, in twenty, 
thirty, forty Years, who did not thus de/perately and 
irreligioujly incur ^ the horrid Guilt of Perjury ? 

10. I proceed to Perjuries of another Kind. The 
Oath taken by all Captains of Ships ^ every Time they 
return ftom a Trading Voyage, runs in thefe Terms ; 

** I do fwear. That the Entry above written, now 
tendet'd and fubfcribed by me, is a jud Report of the 
Name of my Ship, its Burthen, Built, Property, Num- 
ber and Country of Mariners, the preient Mailer and 
Voyage; And that it doth further contain a true Ac- 
count of toy Ladings with the particular Marks, Niim- 
bers, Quantity, Quah'ty and Coniignment, of all the 
Goods and Merchandizes in my Taid Ship, to the beft 
of my Knowledge i and that I have not broke Bulk, 
or delivered any Goods out of my faid Ship, lince hev 
loading m/* So help me God. 

Theie Words are fb clear, exprefs and unambiguous, 
I that they require no Explanation. But who takes thi& 
\ plain Oath, without being knowingly and deliherattly 
' forjwom ? Does one Captain in fifty ? Does one in five 
Hundred ? May we not go farther yet ? Are there ii\t 
Captain^ of VefTels now iii London^ who have not at 
one Time or another, by this very Oath , which they 
knew to be falfe when they took it, incurred the Guilt 
of Wilful Perjury ? 

11. The Oath which all Officers of his Majefty*s 
CuftomSi take at their AdmiiTion into their Ofiice, runs 
thus : 

** I do fwear to be true and faithful in the Execution,. 
to the beft of my K|^owledge and Power,, of the Ttx^i, 

com* 
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committed to my Charge and Infpedlion, in the Service 
of his Majefty's Cuftoms : And that I will not lake or 
receive, any Reward or Gratuity, diredlly or indiredt- 
ly, other than my Salary, or what is or (hall be al- 
Ibwed me from the Crown, or the regular Fees efta- 
blifh'd by Law, for any Service done or to be done in 
the Execution of my Employment in the Cuftoms, on 
any account whatfoever. So help mc God." 

On this it may obferved, i . That there are Regular 
Fees, efiahlijh^d by Laiv, for feme of thefe Officers ; 
2. That the rell do hereby engage, not to take or re- 
ceive any Reward or Gratuity, dire£ijy or indireSfiy^ 
Other than their Salary or Allowance from the Crown, 
en any account ijohat/oevir. 

How do the Former keep this folemn Engagement ? 
They whofe Fees are eftablijh'd by Laifj? Do they 
take thofe efiabrt/h''d Fees, and no more ? Do they not 
receive any farther Graiuity? Not, on any Account 
wobatjoe'ver ? If thcy do, they arc undeniably guilty «f 
Wilful Ferjury, 

And do the latter take no Fees at all ? Do they re* 
ceive no Re^ward or Gratuity^ for any Ser*vice done, or 
to be done, in the Execution of their Employment ? Do 
they not take aay Money, direHly or indire^ly^ on any 
Account twhatfaever ? Every time they do receive either 
ifl6i*e or lefs, they alfo are flatly y^r^(7r». 

Yet, who fcruples either the one or the other ? Either 
the taking a larger Fee than the Law appoints ? Or the 
taking any Fee, large or fmall, which is offer*d, even 
where the Law appoints none at all ? 

What innumerable Perjuries then ar6 here committed^ 
over and over, day by day \ And without any Re- 
morfe ; without any Shame ! Without aoy Fear either ■ - 
of God or Man \ 

12. I will produce but one Inftance more. The 
Oath of one who niotes for a Member of Parliament 
is tbts : 

•* I do fwear, I have not received or had, by my* 
fclf, or of any Pcrfon whatfoever in truft for me, or 
for my Ufe and Benefit, dirc^ly or indiredlly, any 
Sum or Sums of Money, Office^ Place or Em^lc^^TfiiKcwx., 
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Gift or Reward, or any Promife or Security for any 
Money, Office, Employment or Gift, in order \o give 
my Vote at this Elf6lion, and that I have not before 
been polled at this Eleftion. So help me God." 

Wc may obfcrve here, i . That this Oath is takeh, 
cnce in feven Years (if not oftner) by all the Free- 
liolder?, in every County thrt;ughout England and 
Wales, as well as by al! the Freemen in every City 
ard Borough-Town ; and 2. That hereby e\eiy Voter 
fwears, in Words liable to no Fvalion, Thai he has 
riot received, dire^ly or indire^ly^ any Gift or Fe^ 
nvard, or Promife of any. 

' Bur (to pafs over thofc godlefs and (hamelefs Wretches, 
who frequently vote twice at one Eledion) How few 
are there, who can take this Oath with a Confcience 
void of Offence f Who liave not received, direSily or 
rndireSily, any Gift or Promife of any ? No ! have not 
you ? If you have received nothing elfe, have not you 
received Meat or Drink ? And did you pay for th« 
Meat or Drink you received ? If not, that was a 
Gift 5 and confequently, you are as really perjured, 2ii 
the Man that has received an hundred Pounds. 

What a melancholy Profpeft is then before usf 
Here are almoft all the common People of any Subftancc 
throughout the Land, both in the City and Coun- 
try, calling God to record to a Anoijun, wlful 
laljhoodt 

13. I ihall conclude this Head in the weighty 
Words of the Author before cited. 

*• Mod of thefe, I am afraid, look upon their 
•* Oaths as Things of courfe, and little to be regard - 
*^ ed. But can there be any thing in the World 
** more facred than an Oath? Is it not a folemn 
** Appeal to God for your Sincerity ? And is not that 
•* very Appeal an Acknowledgment, that he will 
'* furely punifh Falfhood ? Nay further, Is it not a 
** calling doivn the Vengeance of God upon your* 
•• felves if you are falfe ? Do you not, by laying your 
*• Hand upon the Gofpel, declare, That you ho ft 
*• for no Salvation by Chrifty if you perform not 
^ what you then promife, or, if what you then affirm, 
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'* is not true ? And do not the Words, So ielp me 
•* Gw/>, fufficiently prove, that the Intention of yoi^ 
**^Oath is fo ? And that if you fwear falfe, you are 
•* to expeft no Mercy from God, either in this World 
*• or the next ? And do you not per/onally and ex- 
•* prefl/ give your Confent to this heavy Curfe, by 
** kiffing the Boek ? How then dare any of you ven- 
ture to play with ib awful an Engagement ? Is it 
that you think the Oath of a Grand Juryman^ or 
?arifi)'Officer^\ (of a Captain^ an OJicer of the 
Cufioms, or a Foter in Eledtions) ** is not as ucred 
** and binding as that of an Evidence at the Bar f 
^ What is it can make the Difference ? Both of them 
*' are eoually Appeals to God, and Imprecations of 
** his Vengeance upon *wtlfHl Perjury^^ 

14. If; there be then a God that is not mocked, what a 
Weight of Sin lies on this Nation ? And Sin of no 
common Dye ; for Perjury has always been accounted 
one of the deeped Stain. And how will any one at- 
tempt to excufe this ? By adding Blafphemy thereto ? So* 
indeed fome have done ; faying, like thofe of old, 
^ujh^ thou GOD careft not for it, . 7be Lord feeih 
(/. e* regardeth) us not. The Lord'hath forfaken the 
Earth, He has left fecond Cattj^s to take their 
Courfe, and Man in the Hmd of his own CouhfiJ. 

Howjmany are they who now fpeak thus ? According 
to whoie Minute Philofophy, the Particular Providence- 
of Goo is utterly exploded, the Hairs of our Head 
are no longer numhred\ And not only a Sparro^w^ but a 
City, an Empire may full to the GrounX nvithout the 
Will or Care of our heanjenly Father, You allow thtn 
only a General Providence. I do not underfland the 
Term, ^t fo kind as to let me know, what yoii 
mean by a "a General Providence, contradiftingujlb'a 
.** from a Particular one ? " I doubt you are ^at a 
Lofs for an Anfwer ; unlefs you mean fome huge, 
nnwieldy thing, (1 fuppofe, refembling the Primvm 
Mobile in the Ptolemnick Syftem) which continually 
whirls the whole Univerfe round, without affediha 
one thing more than another. I doubt this Hypo- 
thefis willdemand more Proof, than yoa are at prei 
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fent able to produce.; befide that k is attended Vrkb 
a thoafand Difficaltiesy fach as you cannot readily 
Iblve. It may be therefore your wifeft Waj^ for 
once to think with the Vulgar, to acquiefce in the 
plain/ fcriptural Account. This informs us, that altho* 
God dwelleth in Heaven, yet he ftill ruleth over all^ 
Tiiat his Providence extenas to every Individual in 
the whole Syilem of Beings which he hath madci: 
That all natural Caufes of evenr kind, depend wholly 
upon his Will ; and he Jncreaies, leflens, fufpends or 
pieilroys their Efficacy, according to his own good 
JPieafure : That he ufes fntematural Caufes at his 
WiU, the Miniftry of good or of evil Angels : And 
Xhat he hath never yet precluded himfelf from exertr 
ing his own immediate rower, from /peaking Life or 
Peath into any of his Creatures; ^m Jooking a 
World into Being, or into nothing. 

TbinkeJI thou then, O Man^ that thou Jhalt efcape 
the Judgment of this great GOD ^ O no longer trea^ 
fure up unto tbxfelf frrath, again/ the Day of Wrath ! 
Thoa canil not recall what is paft ; but now keep thyr 
felf piirey even were it at the Price of all that thou 
hail ; and acknowledge the Goodnefs of God, in that 
he did not loQg fince cut thee off, and fend thee t^ 
thy own Place. 

1 5. The.y^poyj of old were charged by God, with 
profanity bis Sabbaths 9\{o. And do we Chriflians comQ 
behind them heiein ? (I fpeak of thofe who acknow* 
ledge the Cblieation.) Do we call the Sabbath a De* 
light, holy of the Lord, honourable ? Not doing our o*wn 
ff^aysy nor finding our o^jun Plea/ure, nor /peaking our 
iywn Words ? Do our Manfervant and Maid-fer<vani 
reft thereon ? And the Stranger that is <within our 
Cotes ? Is no Buiinefs, but what is really neceflary^ 
done within our Hdufe ? You know in your own Con* 
feience, and God knoweth, that the very reverfe of 
this is true. 

Bat fetting afide thefe things which are done as it 
were by Scealth, whether by mean or honourable, 
JMen ; how many are they, in twtxy City, as well a* 
in thisy who profane the Sabbath with a high Hand ? 

How 
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How oufiy i» tlii% that openly defv both God aiifl 
die King» that break the Lawi both divine and hu^ 
aian, by workiftg at their Trade, delivering their 
Goods, receiving their Pay, or following their or«^ 
dinary Bu&ntk, in one S^rancli or another, and ^wiping 
their Mouth amdfayingy^* I do no E^tW^ How many 
bay and fell on the Day of the Lord, even in tho 
open Streets of this Gey ? How many open or (with 
lome nodefty) half open their Shops ? And when they 
Jiave not the Pretence of periibable Goods ; withooC 
any Pretence at all. Money is their God^ and Gam 
their Godlinefs.— —But what are ail thefe Droves in 
the Skirts of the Town, that well nigh cover thai 
Face of the Earth \ Till they drop one after another 
into the nomerons Receptacles preparM for them in 
every Comer. What are thefe to gain by profan- 
' ing the Day of the Lord ? Nothing at all. ' They 
drink in Iniquity like Water. Nay, many of chen^jp^^ 
for their Sin ; perhaps great Part of what fhould iujl 
tain their Family the enfuing Week. I know not 
what is fining our otvn Pleajure^ or doing our o*wn 
Ways, if this is not. What then fhall we plead in' 
your Excufe ? I'hat '^ Many others do it as well as 
** you ? ** Nay, Number is fo hr from extenuating 
your Fault, that it aggravates it above raeafare. For- 
tius is open War againfl God. A whole Army of 
you joins together, and with one Confent, in the 
Face of the Son, runs upon the thick Bojfes of hir 
Buckler, 

■ 1 6. It is once mentioned in the Prophets, In thee 
(Jernialem) they have fit lizht by Father^ and Mother. 
But frequent mention is made of their fetting light by 
their Civil Parents, of their Murmurings and Rebellions 
againft their Governors. Yet furely our boading a- 
gainft them is excluded, even in this Refped. For do 
aot all our Hlftories witnefs fuch a Series of Mud- 
nies. Seditions, Fadhons and Rebellions, as are fcarce to 
be parallePd in any other Kingdom, fince the World 
began ? And has not the wild, turbulent, ungovem* 
able Spirit of our Countrjrmen, been continually ac* 
knowledg'd and lamented, (as abundance of their 
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.Writings tefttfy to this Day) by the cool, nttonal 
fart of the Nation ? TcrriWc EiFeds whereof have 
been fees and feit, more or lefs, in every Gene* 
ration. 

• But did this Spirit exid only in Times pail ? BleiTed 
be God, it is now reftrained ;' it does not break out ; * 
but the Traces thereof are ftill eafy to be found. 
For whence iprings this continual /peaking i*vii of Dig' 
mties ? Of all who are at the Helm of publiclt Af- 
j^irs ? Whence this /peaking evil* of the Ruler of our 
People^ fo common among all Orders of Men ? I do 
not include thofe whofe Province it is to inijpe^fc all the 
publick Adminiftrations. But is not almou every pri- 
vate Gentleman in the Land, every Clergyman, every 
Tradefman ; yea, tvtry Man or Woman that has a 
Tongue, a Politician, a Settler of the State ? Is not 
every Car-man and Porter abundantly more know* 
ing than the King, Lords and Commons together ? 
Able to tell you all their Foibles, to point out their 
Faults and Miflakes, and how they ought to proceed, 
if they will fave the I^ation ? Now all this has a 
natural, undeniable Tendency to Mutiny and Rebel- 
lion. O what need have we, above any Nation on . 
Earth, of his continual Care and ProtefUon, who alone 
is able to rule the Raging of the Sea, and fiill the 
Madne/s of the People* 

17. But to proceed. Were there Drunkards in 
Mphrasm, mightjf to drink Wine^ Men of Strength to 
mingle /irong Drink? And are there not in £»§'/fl»^^ 
Are they not the Growth of every County, City 
and Town therein ? Thefe do not indeed, or not 
often ri/e up early ^ that they may folloiv frong Drink ; 
and fo continue till i^ighty till Wine inflame them. They 
have found a readier Way ; namely, to begin at 
Night, and continue following their Wine or ftrong 
Drink tiU the Morning. And what Numbers are 
there of thefe throughout the Land? Loft to Reafon 
and Humanity, as well as to Feligion : So that no 
Wonder they regard not the Work of the Lord, neither 
con/ider the Operation of his Handsm 

• N. B, Ibii Vfoi %orote a Ym ago^ 

Nor 
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Nor indeed have our Drunkards need to continue 
from Morning to Nighty until Wine inj!ime them : See- 
ing they have found a f\r more compendious Method of 
calling afide all Senfe and Reafon, and difmcumbring 
them^lves from all Remains, either of Confcience or 
Underftanding. So that whatever Work of Darkneffi 
is fpeedily to be done, and th^t without any Danger 
of being interrupted, either by Fer.r, Compaflioh or 
Remorie, they may be in a few Moments, by one 
Draught as efFedlually qualified for it, as if they cou'd 
fwallow a Legion of Devils. Or, (if that be all thck ^ 
Concern] they may, at a moderate Expence, deftroy 
their own Body as well as Soul, and plunge thro' this 

' /ifuiii Fire, into l\i2Lltreparedfor the Devil end his Angels. 
Friend I Stop ! You have the Form of a Man dill. 
And perhaps fome Remains of Underftanding. O may 
the merciful God lay hold of thatf Unto Him all 
Things are poffible. Think a little, for once. What 
is it you are doing ? Why ihouM you deftr.oy yourfelf ? 
I couM not ufe the ^orft Enemy I have in the World, 

"as you \x{e yourfelf. Why fhou'd you murder yourfelf 
Inch by Inch ? Why (hou d you burn yourfelf alive ? O 
fpare your own Body at leaft ; if you have no Pity for 
your Soul ! But have you a Soul then ? Do you really 
believe it? What, a Soul that muft live for ever f 
O fpare thy Soul f Do not deftroy thy oivn Soul 
with an cverlafting DeftrudUon ! It was made for 
Goo. Do not give it into the Hands of that 
old Murderer of Men I Thou canft not ftupify it long._ 
When it leaves the Body, it will awake and fleep no 
more. Yet a little while, and it launches out into the 
great Deep, to live and think and feel for ever. And 
what, will chear thy Spirit there, if thou haft not a 
Drop of Water to cool thy Tongue? But the Dy^ is not 
yet caft. Now cry to God, and Iniquity Jball not be 
thy Ruin. 

1 8. Of old Time there were alfo thofe that 'were at 
$afe in Zion, that lay upon Beds of l^ory^ and ftretched 
themfel<ves upon their Couches^ that eat the Lambs out of 
the Flock^ and Calces out of the Stall, Bat how iaele* 
^t were thefe antient Bpicunsf Lambs out of tbi 
rifck, and Calvit 9ut tf tbi StaUf Y(m ^"(^"^ ^*ci> 
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bcft Dainties they cou'd procure ? How have we im* 
. proved, fince Jeroboam's Time ? Who can number the 
Varieties of our Tables ? Or the Arts we have, V To 
enlarge the Pleafure of Tailing. " And what are their 
' Couches, or Beds of Ivory, to the Furniture of our 
Apartments ? Or their Chains and Bracelets ^ and Man' 
ties and chungeable Suits of Apparel^ to the Ornaments 
of our Perfons ? What Comparifon is there between 
their Diverfions and Ours ? Look at Solomon in all his 
Glory ; and yet may we not queftion, whether he was 
not an utter Stranger to the Pleafures of the Chafe ? 
And notwithflanding his 40000 Horfes, did he ever fee 
a Race in his Life ? He made Gardens and Orchards^ 
and Pools of Water ; he planted Vineyards and huils 
Houfes. Bdt had he one Theatre among them all ? 
No. This it the Glory of lattr Times. Or had he 
any Conception of a Ball^ an AJf^hlyy a Mafqueradt^ 
or a Ridotto f And who imagines that all his Inflru* 
jkents of Mufick put together, were any more to be 
cqmpared to Ours, than his or his Father*s rumbling 
Hibrenu Vcrfes, 

" To the foft Sing-Song of Italian Lays." 

• 

In aH t)yere Points, our Preheminence over the Jenm^ 
B much every Way. 

Yea, and over our own Anceftors as well as theirs. 
But is this our Glory or our Shame ? Were Edward 
the Third, or Henry the Fifth to come among us now^ 
what wouM they think of the Change in their People ? 
Wou'd they applaud the elegant Variety at the Old 
Baron's Table ? Or the coftly Delicacy of his Furniture 
And Apparel ? Wou'd they liften to thefe Inftruments of , 
Mofick ? Or find Pleafure in thofc Diverfions ? Wou'd 
thsy rejoice to fee the NoWcs and Gentry of the Land^ 
lying at eafe^ ftretching themfel'ves on Beds of Down ? 
Too delicate to ufe their own Limbs, even in the 
Streets of the City 5 to bear the Touch of the People^ 
the Blowing of the Wind, or the ihining of the Sun ! 
O how wiMiM their Hearts bum within them! What 
IndignatiOB, Sorrow^ Sterne iruR the/ feel» to fee the 
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aatieat HardineTs loft» the Britifif Teiiiper«)ce» Pa- 
tience and Scorn of Supedluities, the rough, inde&t»- 
fable Induihyy exchanged for SoftneiSy Idltnefs and 
'uhufs of Bread! Well for them, that they were ga- 
thered unto their Fathers, before this Ezdumge was 
made I 

19. To prove at large. That the Luxary and Sen<> i 
£iality, the Sloth and Indolence, the Softne& and Idk^ 1 
nefs, the Effeminacy and falCe Delicacy of oar Natioa ' 
are without a Parallel, wou^d be but loH Labour. I' 
fear, we may f^y, the Lemjdnefs too ; For if the Jvws^ 
as the Prophet fpeaks, aJfemhUd themfelvet hy Stoops 
M the HarUt*s Uoufes^ fo do the Englijh^ and much 
more abundantly. Indeed, where is Male Chafiiiy to 
be foaod ? Among the Nobility ? Among the Gentry I 
Among the Tradefinen ? Or among the Common Peo«> 
pie of England? How few lay any Claim to it at all ? 
How &w deiite fo much as i!i)S^ Reputation of it? 
Wou'd you yourfelf account it an Honour or a Re^ 
proach, to be rankM among thofe ^i whom it is faid, 
nefe are they luhich nj^ere not defiled with Women ; for 
they are Virgins f And how numerous are they now, 
even amon? fuch as are accounted Men of Honour and 
Probity, who are as fed Horfes^ eueiy om, neighing of 
ter his Neighbour'* s Wife ? 

fiut as if this were not enough, is not the Sin of 
Sodom too, more conunon among us than ever it was 
in Je'rufalem ? Are jiot our Streets befet with thofe 
Monilers of Uucleannefs, who hum in their Luft one /0- 
luard another f whom God \i2XYigi*ven up to a reprobate 
Mind^ to do thofe Thingf mihich are not convenient ? O 
Lord, thy Compaffions fail not : Therefore we are not 
confumed. 

20. Neither do we yield to Them in Lijujlice any- 
more than Uncleannefs, How frequent are open Rob- 
beries among us ? Is not the ASl of Violence even in our 
Streets ? And what Laws are fufiicient to prevent it ? 
Does not Thefl of various Kinds abound in all Parts of 
the Land, even tho* Death be the Punifhment of it } 
And are there not among us, who tah Ufury and In- 
creafe, who greedily gain of their Neighbour 6^ Ex«yt- 
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pSn ? Yea, whole Trades which fubfiftby fuch Ex tor- 
tion, as was not named ehher among the yeivs or 
' Heathens F h there not ytt thu fcant Meafure, the lui^ked 
Balances^ and the Baz of deceitful Weights ? Befide 
the thoaiand namelefs Ways of over**reaching and de- 
frauding, the Craft and Myfiery of tstxy 1>ade and 
Profefllon. It were an endkfs Task to ddbenid to Par- 
dculars, to point out in every Circumftance, how not 
only Sharpers and Gamefters, (thofe Pnblic Nufances, 
thofe Scandals to the EngUjh Nation) but high and low, 
rich and poor, Men of Chara6ler and Men of none, 
in every Station of Public or Private Life, haive corrupted 
themfel'ues^ and generally applaud themfelves, and count 
it Policy and Wifdom fo to do : So that if Gain be at 
'Hand, they care not tho* Juftice fiand afar off: So 
that he 'which defarteth from Eml, which oometh not 
into their Secret, (till maktth himfelf a Prey f and the 
Wtcked ilill devoureth the Man that is more righteous 
than he. 

And what Redrefs ? Suppofe a Great Man to op- 
prefs the Needy ? Suppofe the Rich grinds the Face of 
the Poor : What Remedy againfl fuch Opprejpon can 
he find in this Chriftiau Country ? If the one is Rich 
and the other Poor, doth not Juftice ftand afar off? 
And is not the Poor under the utmoft Improbability, 
(if not Impoffibility) of obtaining it ? Perhaps the Ha- 
zard is greater among us, than either among Jews^ 
Turh or Heathens. 

' F#r Example. Suppofe a Great Man, with or with-' 
out Form of Law, does wrong to his Poor Neighbour. 
What will you do ? Sue his Lordfhip at Common Law ? 
Have the Caufe tried at the next SefTions or Aifizes ? 
Alas ! Your own Neighbours, thofe who know the 
whole Cafe, will tell you, ** You are out of -your 
Scnfes." " But twelve Good Men and True will do 
me Juftice." Very well: But where will you £nd 
them t Men unbiafs'd, incapable of Corruption, Supe* 
rior both to Fear and Favour, to every View whether 
of Gain or Lofs ? But this is not all ; they muft not on- 
ly be good and true, but wife and underftanding Men. 
£J/c how eafy is it for a skilful Pleader to throw a 

2 Mift 
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Mift before their Eyes ? Even fuppofirtg too the Jadge 
to be quite impartial, and Proof againft all Corruptioh. 
And fhouM all thefe Circum dances concur, (of which I 
fear, there are not many Precedents) Suppofing a Ver- 
di^ is given in your Favour, flill you have g^ned no* 
thing. The Suit is removed into a higher Court, and 
you have all your Work to begin aeain. Here you 
hiive to druggie with all the fame Dimculties as before, 
and perhaps, many new ones too. However, if yon 
hive Money enough^ you mm fucceed : But if that 
fails, your Caufe is gone. Without Monejy you can 
hive no more Laiv^ Poverty alone utterly fnuts out 
Jujiice. 

But cannot an Honeft Attorney procure me Juftice ?* 
An Honeft Attorney! Where will you find one? Of 
thofe who are calledf exceeding Honefi Attorneys, who i» 
tltere that makes any Scruple, 

. I . To promote and encourage Ntediefs Suits, if not 
Vf^uft ones too ? 

2. To defend a bad Caufe, knowing it fo to be : 
*By making a Demur, and then withdrawing it : 

By pleading fome fdfe Plea, to the Plaintiff's De- 
claration : 

By putting in an Evafi^ue Anfiwer to his Bill : 
By fratraSing the Suit, if poffible, till the Plaintiff 
is ruin*d: 

3. To carry a Caufe not amounting to Ten Shilling* 
into fVeftminfter-Hali, by laying it in his Declaration 
as. above Forty : 

4. To delay his own Qient*s Suit knowingly and 
wfliully, in order to gain more thereby : 

'5. To dranju himfelf tYie Pleadings or Conyeyancet 
of his Client, inflead of giving them to be drawn by 
able Council : 

6. To charge his Client with the Fees which (hou'd 
have been given to fuch Council, altho* they were no( 
given: 

7. To charge for drawing Fair Copies, where none 
were drawn. 

8. *To c\\2iTge Fees for Expedition given to Clerks, 
wbeo not one Farthing has been given them : 
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. 9- To fend his Clerk a Journey (longer or fhorter) 
to do Bufinefs with or far different. Perfohs ; and to 
charge the Hor/e-bire and Exfence of that Journey, ta 
e%firy Peifon feverally *■ 

10. To fend his Clerk to tFeftminfiery on the BBilnefs ' 
of ten (it may be) or twenty Peribns, and to charge each 
of ihoje Twenty for his Attendance, as if he had been - 
font on Amount of one only. 

1 1. To charge bis onjun Attendanci in like Manner : 
And , 

.12. To fill up his Bill with Attendances^ Fees and 
7erm-Fees, tho* his Client is no whit forwarder in his 
Oiufe. 

Thjs is. He thstt is called an H9nejt Attorney / How 
much Uonefter is a Pickjpocket ? 

But there is a Magiftratc whofe peculiar Office it is, 
toredrefs the Injured and (^jpreis^d. Go then and 
make Trial of this Remedy ; Go, and tell your Cafe 
to the lard Chancellor, Hold ; you muft go on regu* 
larly : You rauft tell him your Cafe, in Form of La<w^ 
oi;.siot at all. You muft therefore fie a Bill in Chan- 
cery, and retain a Lawyer belonging to that Court. 
** But you have already fpent all you have ; you have 
no Money, ^"^ Then I fear you will have no Jujiice, 
You ftumble at the' Threfhold. \f you have either loft 
or fpent all, your Caufe is naught : it will not even come 
taa Hearing. So, if the OppreiTor has fecured all that 
you had, he is as fafe as if you was under the Earth. 

.\fj. Now whit an amazing Thing is this ! The \txy 
Grftf/«^ of the; Viliany, makes it beyond Redre/s!^^ 
But fttppofe he that is oppreii, has fome Subflance \ck^ 
and. can gp thro.* all the Courts of JuAice, what Pa- 
rallel can we find among Jenus, Turks or Heathens^ 
for eithitr the Delays or the Expenee attending it ? With 
regard to the former. How monilrous is it. That in a 
Suit relating to that Inheritance, which is to furnifh 
you and your Family with Food and Payment, you 
mud wait Month after Month, perhaps Year after Year, 
before it is determin'd, whether it be yours or not ? 
And what are you to eat^ or to^ wear in the mean 
dme / CI that ih^ Court takes no'Cognisunce !' Is not 
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this very Delay, (fuppofe there were no other Griev- 
ance attending the EngJiJ^ Courfe of Law) wrong be- 
yond all Expreffion? Contrary to all Senfe, Reafon, 
Juilice and Equity ? A Capital Caufe is tried in one 
Day, and 6nally decided at once. And, is the Lift 
.lefs than Meat? Or the Body of left Concern than Ray- 
ment ? What a fliamelefs Mockery of Juftice then, is 
* this putting off Pecuniary Caufes from Term to Term, 
yea, from Year to Year ? 

With regard to the latter. A Man has wrong'd me 
t)f a hundred Pounds. I appeal to a Judge for the 
, Recovery of it. How aftoniihing 's it, that this Judg^ 
himfelf cannot give me what is my Right, and wkat 
evidently appears fo to be, unlefs I firft give, perhaps onto 
half of the^.um, t6 Men I never tw before in myjliife f 
22. I have hitherto fuppofed. That all Caufes ^hcn 
they are decided, are decided according to Juftice and 
^Equity. But is it {6 ? Ye Learned in the Law, is no 
Mnjujt SenteM€£ given in your Courts ? Have not the 
fame Caufes ,^een decided quite opposite Ways? Oae 
Way, this Term, juft the contrary, the next? Per- 
Jiaps one Way in the Morning (this I remember an In- 
ftAnce of) and another Way in the Afternoon. How 
•IS this ? Is thei-e no Juftice left on Earth ? No Rdgard 
■for Right or Wiong ? Or have Caufes been puzzled fo 
^rigy that yon know not now what is either wrong 
or right ? What is acrreeable to Law, or contrary to k ? 
I have heard feme of you frankly declare. That it is 
in many Cafes next to iinpoflible to know, what is Law, 
^nd wliat is not. So are your Fo/io^& of Law multi- 
plied* upon you,'th.t no Eiuman Brain is able to con- 
tain them ; No ; nor any coniiHent Scheme, or Ab- 
ftradlof -them all. 

But is it real'y ovying to Ignorance of the Law, (this 
is the mod fa<i;ourable Suppcfuion) that fo few of yoa 
icruple takings Fees on either Side, of ailmoft any Caufe 
that can be conceived? And that you general y plead, 
in the Manner you do on any Side of any Cafufe ? 
Rambling to and :ro, in a Way lo abhorrent from Com- 
mon Senle, and fo utterly foreign to the Queftion ? I 
have been amazed at hearing the Pleadings of fome 
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cmin'^nt Council : And when it has fallen out that the 
Pleader on the other Side, underilood only the Com- 
mon Rales of Logicky he has made thofe eminent Men 
appear, either fuch egregious Knaves, if they Cou*d 
help it, or fuch egregious Blockheads, if they cou*d 
not, that one wou*d have believ'd they wou*d (hew 
their Face there no more. — Meantime, if there be 
a God that ^judgeth righreouHy, what horrid I nfults 
upon him are thefe f Si>tM I not <uifit for tbefe 
Things^ faith the Lord? Shall not my Soul be aienged of 
fuch a Nation cs this I 

22. There is one Jnftance more of (I know not what 
to term it) Injuftice, Oppreflion, Sacrilege, which hath 
long cried aloud in the Ears of God. For among Men, 
who doth hear ? I mean the Management of many of 
thofe who are intruded with our Publick Charities, By 
the piQus Munificence of our Fore&thers, we have A* 
bundance of thefe, of various Kinds. But is it not 
glaringly true, (to touch only on a few Generals) that 
the Managers of many of tnem, either i. Do not ap- 
ply the Benefadlion to that Ufe for which it was de- 
signed by the Benefadlor, or 2. Do not apply it with fuch 
Care and Frugality ^ as in fuch a Cafe are indifpenia- 
bly required : Or 3. Do not am)Iy the Whole of 
the Benefa^ion, to any charitable Ufe at all ; but 
fecrete Part thereof, from Time to Time, for the Ufe 
of themfclvcs and their Families. Or, laftly, hy plain, 
bare-faced OpprefTion, exclude thofe from having any 
Part in fuch Benefadlion, who dare (tho' with all pof- 
£ble Tendemefs and Refped) fet before them the 
Things that they have done. 

" Yet Brutus is an Honourable Man : 
" So are they All j All Hondurable Men f 
And fome of them, had in Efleem for Religion ; ac- 
counted Patterns both of Honpfty and Piety ! But Goo 
feeth not as Man fieth. He Jhiill repay them to their 
Face- ' Perhaps, even in the prefcnt World. For that 
Scripture is often ftill fuIfilPd, This is the Curfe thct 
goeth forth o<ver the Fcce of the ivhole Earth, I ^Hl 
bring it forth^ faith the Lord of Hofsy end it Jhall 
inter ipto the Houfe of the ^hief (fuch he is and n6 
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better, in the Eyes of God, no whit Honefter than 
a Highwayman) and it Jhall remain in the Midft ofthg 
Houfey and Jhall confume it, luith the Timber thereof, 
and the Stones thereof, 

23. And is not fruth, as well as Juftice^ fallen in 
cur Streets ? For who fpeaketh the Truth from his 
Heart P Who is there, that makes a Confcience of 
ipeaking the Thing as it is, whenever he fpeaks at all ? 
Who fcruples the telling of Officious Lies f The vary- 
ing from Truth, in order to do Good ? How ftrange 
does that Saying of the antient Father, found in mo- 
dern Ears, *' I wou'd not tell a Lie, no, not to fave 
the Souls of the whole World." Yet is this ftridlly a- 
greeable to the Word of God ; to that of St. Paul In 
particular. If any fay, let us do Evil that Good may 
come^ their Damnation is juft. 

But how many of us do this Evil, without ever 
confidering, whether Good will come or no ? Speak- 
ing what we do not mean, merely out of Cufiom^ be- 
caufe it is fajhionahle fo to do? What an immenfe 
Quantity of Falfhood does this ungodly Fajhion occa- 
fion Day by Day ? For hath it not over-run every 
Part of the Nation ? How is all our Language* fwoln 
with Compliment ? So that a well bred Perfon is net 
expeSed to fpeak as he thinks : We do not look for it at 
his Hands. Nay, who wou'd thank him for it ? How 
few wou'd fuffer it ? It was faid of old, even by a 
Warrior and a King, He that telleth Lies Jhall ' not 
- tarry in my Sight f Bat are not we of another Mind ? 
Do not we rather fay. He that telleth not Liesy Jhall not 
tarry in my Sight ? Indeed the Trial feldom comics j 
for both Speakers and Hearers are agreed. That Form 
and Ceremony, Flattery and Compliment fhou'd take 
Place, and Truth be banifhed from all that kno^ the 
World. 

And if the Rich and Great have fo fmall Regard 
to Truth, as to lie, even for Lying-fake, what Won*? 
der can it be, that Men of lower Rank will do the 
fame thing for Gain ? What Wonder that it fhould 
obtain, as by common Confent, in all Kinds of Buy* 
ing and Selling f Is it not" aa adjudged Cafe> That i<t 
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is no Htrm to tell Lies /« the Way of Trade ? To 
iky, tkat is the Itnk'eft PrLe which is noc the loweft ; 
or that yoa will not uke what yoa do taki imme- 
diately ? Infomuch that it is a Proverb even among;, 
the i'urks^ when askM to abate of their Price, 
*' What ! do yoa uke me to be a Chrifkian ?'" Sa 
that never was that Caution more feafonable than it 
xs at this Day, Take yc heed every one of bis Neiglf 
Sc9ir^ and tmfi ye mot in any Brother : For every Bro* 
tker vcul Mtter/y /uf^JaMtf eaut they *will deceive every 
otte his Nei^hho;:r. 

24. And as for thofe few who abftain from Oat" 
ward Sins, is their He<\rt right with God ? May he 
not (ay of us alfo (as of the Jevjs) This People is 
tmciratmci/ed in Heart? Are not you ? Do you then 
iove the LorJ rcur GOD, tzvith ell your Hearty and 
^th cU your Strength ^ fs he ywr God and your 
All ? The Dciire of your Eyes ? The Joy of your very 
Heart \ Rather, do you not Jet up your Idols inycur 
He.rt? Is not your Belly your God P Or your Diver- 
sion } Or your fair Reputation ? Or your Friend ? Or 
Wife } Or Child { That is plainly, do not you delight 
in fome of thcfe earthly Goods, more than in the 
God of Heaven ? Nay, perhaps you are one of thofe 
groveling SouL, that /*:«/ <fter the Duft of the Earth h 
Indeed, who does not ? \Vho does not get as much 
as he en ? Who of thofe that are not accounted co- 
vetous, yet does not gather all the Money he can 
fiirly. and perhaps much more ? For are they thofe 
only whom the li'orld ranks among Mifers, that ufe 
every Art to increafe their Fortune ? I'oiling early and 
late, fpending all their Strength in lotJing themfelves 
vjith thick CLy ? Hovu long g^ Until the very Hour 
when God callcth thera ; when he faith unto each 
of ihem, T60U FosI f this yight Jh II thy Soul he re^ 
quired of thsc ! Ami vahofe jhi II thofe Thing: he Vihich 
thou k\fi prep,.red /* 

2^. And yet doth not our Pride^ even the Pride 
ef thcfe whufc ^oul cle.ves to the Duji^ tcjiify againfi^ 
MS P Are they not ivife in their o^uon Efes, end prudent 
kf jjfeir ovm. Concjeit ?, Have not Wiiteis of our own* 
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remarked, that there is not upon Earth a mort /elf- 
conceited Nation than the Englijh ; more opiniated 
bothTof their own national and ferfonal Wifdom, and 
Courage and Strength. And indeed, if we may judge 
bf/ the Inhabitants of London^ this is evident to a 
Dcmonftration ; For what Inhabitant of the Metro- 
poijs does not fuppofe himfelf to have a Metropoii* 
tical Underftanding ? Are not the very meaneft of. 
them able to inftrudl both the King and al] his Coun* ; 
feUors ? What Cobler in London is not wifer than the! 
Principal Secretary of State ? What CofFee-houfe Dif- 
putant is not an abler Divine than his Grace of Can* 
terbury? And how deep a Contempt of others is 
join'd with this high Opinion of our (elves ? I know 
not whether the People of all other Nations are 
greater Mailers of DifTimulation ; but there does not 
appear in any Nation whatever, fuch a Pronenefsjtodefpife . 
their Neighbour : To defpife not foreigners only (near 
Two thoufand Years ago they remarked Britannos 
Ho/pi tihus ftros) but their own Countrymen ; and that 
very often for fuch ftirprizing Reafons, as nothing but 
undeniable Fadl could make credible. How often does 
the Gendeman in his Coach defpife thofe dirty Felloius 
that gs a-foot ? And thefe, on the other hand, defpife 
full as much thofc laxy Felloijos that loll in their 
Coaches, No Wonder then that thofe who have the 
Form qf Godlinefs (hould defpife them that have not : 
Th:.t the Saint of the World fo frequently fays to 
the grofs Sinner, in EfFe^ if not in Terms, Stand by 
thy felfi come not near unto me ; for I am holier than 
thou ! 

26. Yet what Kind of Flolinefs is this ? May not 
God juftly declare cf us plfo, This People dranju near- 
me ^th their Mouthy but they hanje remonjed their 
Hearts far from me. They do hut fi, tter ;ie tvith their 
Mouthy and difjhhhle nvith me ih their tongue. Is it 
not fo with >^« f When you fpeak to God, do your 
Lips and your Heart go together ? Do you not often 
utter Words by which you mean juft nothing ? Do 
hot you fay and unfay ? Or, fiv one tiling to God^ 
^d4 ai^Qth^ to lAWkl FoF Ixift»fl^» you lay to Goi^^ 
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Vouchfafe^ O Lordy to keep me this Doy nxithoiit Shi. 
But you iay to Man, This cannot be done ; it is all 
Folly and Madnefs to expedl it. You ask of God, 
That you may ferfeilly lo<ve him, and ^worthily magnify 
his holy Name : But you tell Man, There is no per- 
fiS Lonje upon Earth ; it is only a Madman's Dream. 
You pray God, to clennfe the Thoughts of your Hearty 
hy the Infpiration of his holy Spirit, But you afTure 
your Neighbour, there is no fuch thing as Infpira- 
tion now, and that none pretend to it but Enthujiafts, 
What grofs Kypocrijy is this ! Surely you think, there 
is no Knonuledge in the Moft High. O be not decei-ved^ 
GOD is not mocked. But nvbatfoever you foiv, that 
alfo Jball ye reap ! 

27. Such at prefent is the Religion of this Chrifiian 
Nation ! So do we horour him by whofe Name we 
arc called. And yet was there ever a Nation more 
carelefs and fecure ? More unapprehenfive of the' 
Wrath of God ! How can a Man more efFedually ex- 
pofe himfelf to the Ridicule of thofe who are efteem- 
ed Men of Underftanding, than by (hewing any Con- 
cern, as if the Judgments of God were hanging over 
our Heads ? * Surely then a decei'ved Heart hath turned 
QS afide^ that we cannot fay. Is there not a Lii in my 
Righi'handP Surely this our Confidence is not of 
God : It is rather a judicial Infatuation ; a (lupid In- 
fcnfibility ; a deep Sleep, the Fore runner of heavy 
Vengeance. 

** Ruin behind it llalks, and empty Defolation." 

Surely never was any People more fitted for De* 
ftrudlion ! Impudent ' Children are they, and ft iff- 
hearted, ^re they ajhamed <when they hwve co:, mitted 
Abomination ? When they have openly profaned the 
Day of the Lord ? When they have committed Lewd- 
nefs ? Or when they have utter'd fuch Curfes and ' 
Blafphemies, as are not heard of among the Hea- 
thens ? Niy, They are not at all ajhamed, neither can 
they blujh. And tho' God ii nd unto them all his Ser- 
vants, rifmg up early and fending them, yet imll 

* N, B. TTfitwdf VfTQtt Tttr t^ iut lamafrgidit ii tto true. 
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they not hear ; they harden their Neck ; they di fworfe 
than their Fathers, 

What then can Go a do more for his Vineyard luhich 
he hath not done f He hath long tried us with Mercie?, 
giinng Rain and fruitful Seafins^ fi^f^g «•» ^with the 
Flower of Wheat, We haye had Plenty of all things ; 
and while War roar'd aroand, Peace has been in all our 
Borders* But ftill this re*voltin^ and rebellious People 
faid not. Let us notv fear the Lord our GOD, NsLy, 
they gave him no Thanks for all his Mercies ; they 
did not even acknowledge them to be his Gift. 
They did not fee the Hand of Gon in any ofchefe 
things ; they could account for them another Way, 
O ye Unwife, when will ye underftand ? Know ye not 
yet, there is a God that ruleth the World? What 
did ye fee with your Eyes ? Was the Race to the Swifi, 
or the Battle to the Strong ? Have ye forgotten Det- 
tingen already? Does not England. know that Goo 
was there ? — - Or fuppofb your Continuance in Peaces 
or Suc(;e(8 in War, be the mere Refult of your owm 
Wifdom* and Strength ; do ye command the Sun and 
the Clouds alfo ? Can ye pour out or ^ay the Bottles 
of Heaven ? But let it all be Nature* Chance, any 
thing — fo God may have no Hand in governing the 
Earth F 

28. Will his Judgments bring us to a better Mind? 
Do we hear the Rod, and him that has appointed it ? 
Let us obferve: What Fruit do we find in thofe 
who are even confumed by means of his heavy Hand P. 
Let any that defires to be clearly fatisfied herein vifit 
the Hojjtitals of this City. Let him judge for himfelf, 
how the Patients there receive God's fatherly Vifita* 
tion J efpecially there, becaufe Mercy alfo is mix'd 
with Judgment ; fo that it is evident the Lord loveth 
ivhom he chafteneth. Go then into any Ward, either 
of Men or Women ; look narrowly from one End 
to the other : Are they humbling themfelves under 
the Hand of God ? Are they trembling under a Senfe 
of his Anger ? Are they praifing him for his Love ? 
Are they exhorting one another, not to faint when 
they are rebuked of him ? How do nine in ten of 
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them fpend the Time, that important Time from 
Morning to Evening ? Why in fach a Manner, that you 
would not eafily learn, from thence, whether they were 
ChriiHans, Pagans or Mahbmetans. 

Is there any deeper Diftrefs than this to be found ? 
Is there a greater AtHidlion than the Lofs of Health ? 
Perhaps there is ; the Lofs of Liberty, efpecially as 
it is fometimes circumllanced. Yoa may ea/ily be 
convinced of this, by going into either LudgGtt or 
Newgate, What a Scene appears, as ioon a^ you en* 
^rl The very Place strikes Horror into your Soul. 
4iow dark and dreary ( How unhealthy and unclean ! 
Jfow void of aU that might minifler Comfort ! But 
:fhis is little, compared to the Circumdances th'at at- 
tend the being confined in .this Shadow of Death. 
JSee that poor Wretch, -wh^ was formerly in want of 
nothing, apd encompafied. with Ffienda an4 Acqi^ain- 
Canc^, now .cotofF, peshaps by an .unexpe^ed Stroke^ 
SnmiaXi the chearful Wsys of Men ; ruin'd, forfakoR 
0f aU, and delivered: into the Hftnds of fach Malifn 
imd .fach Compansena ! I know not, if to one of .a 
thinkin?, fenfible Turn of Mind, thore could be any 
thing like it on this Side Hell. 

- What Effisdt then has this.he^vjr Vifitation of Gopt, 
on thofe who lie under it for any Time ? There jf, 
|)erhaps, an Ezceptkn here and thfere ; but in gepara), 
Ihty are abandoii'd to all Wickednefs, utterly di- 
vefted of all Fear of God» and all Reverence to Man ; 
inibmnch, that they commonly go out of that School 
completely fitted for any Kind, or Degree of Villany, 
perfedly brutal and devilifh^ thoroughly furniih'd for 
9YeTy evil Word and Work. 

29. Are our Countryinen more effeftually reclaim'd, 
n^hen Danger and Diibrefs are joiu'd ? If fo, the Jr^ 
frtjfy efpecially in Time of War, m^lt be the moft Re- 
ligious Part of the Nation. But is it fo indeed ? Uo 
the SolMery walk as thofe who fee themf elves on the ^ 
Brink of Eternity ? Redeemmg every Opportuhitj of 
glorifying God> and doing Good to Men, becaufe 
x^ty know not the Hour in which their Lord will 
require their Souk of them ? So lar fiom it, that a 
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^ddler*s Religion is a By-word, even with thofc who 
have no Religion at all ; that Vice and Profanends in 
every Shape reign among them wichoot controul ; and 
that the whole lienor of^ their Behaviour ^aks. Lit 
us eat and drinks for To^morronu fwe- die. 

Have thofe who are expofed to. ftill inore Dan- 
ger, the Englijb Sea-Forcts^ more Religion than thofe 
at- Land ? It is faid, they were once remarkable for . 
this-: And it is certain Sit Francis Drake feafd God, 
as did moft of his Commanders^ ; and we have Rea- 
fon to believe, his Markers and Sailors too. But what 
fhaU we fay* of the Na^ that now is^ more particu- 
larly of \bc Ships of War ? Ia Religion there ? £i« 
tHtr the Form or the Power ? Is not almofl every 
fingle Mikn of War a mere floating Hell ? Wheite is 
t]\ere to be found more confummate Wickedneis, a : 
siote full, daring Contempt of God, and all his 
LaWs, except in the bottomlefs Pit ? But here De- 
feiption fails: And the Goodnefs of God endureth 
yet daily f Ent f!ra/I I not 'vijit for ihefe Things, faith 
tB$ Lotd? Shall not my Soul he a'venged on fuch a 
Nation as this P O that the FrofpeSl of national Judg- 
ments may fuffice ! That we may remember ounelveis . 
aild turn unto the Lord our Gob, before his long- 
foflfcring Mercy is at ao end, and he pours out the Vials 
o5 his Wrath upon us >' 

•But how fmall Ground have we as yet to hope 
for this ? For who will now fuffer the Word of Ex- 
bortation f How few will endure found DoSirine^ and 
the ho n eft, clofe Application of it ? Do they not f{^ 
unto the Seers, fee not ; and unto the Prophets, fro' 
fbeff fmooth things ? And if a Man will do thus, if 
he will' feiu Pilloivs to all Arm-holes, and caufe the 
Hohf One of Ifrael to ceafe from before them ; if he 
*wtU prophefy of Wine andftrong Drink, he Jhall e<ven 
be' the Prophet of tins Pef>ple, 

' 28. I am feniibie, how nice a Subjedl this is, and 
how extremely difficult it is fo to fpeak, as neither to 
fay too little nor too much, neither more nor lefs than 
the Caufe of God requires. I know alfo, That it is 
abToluteiy impo£ible^ fo to fptak as not U) gii« Of. 



(48 ) 

ftf)^ IBttt whofoever is ofiencjed I dare not be filent ; 
neither may I refrain from Plainnefs of Speech : Only 
I will endeavour to nie all the Tendernefs I can, con- 
fidently with that Plainnefs. 

In tender Love then I ask, are there none among us 
(T fpeak to you, my Brethren, who are Prieils and rro- 
phets of the Lord, fet apart to minifier in holy TbingSt 
and to declare the Word of the Lord) Are there none 
among us who Commit Lewdnefi^ as did thole by 
whom Ifraelnnas defiled? Hath not the Lord feen an 
horrible Thing, in fome of the Prophets of this Land 
aUb, even, that they commit Adultery^ and (co conceal 
It) nudlk in Lies f God forbid that I (hould affirm this. 
I only propofe (not maintain) the Queftion. If there 
be fuch a Wretch, I pray God co (Irike him to the Hearty 
and to fay, ^hou art the Man ! 

Are there none of you, like them, mighty to drink 
Winey Min of Strength to mingle ft rong Drink? Yea, 
are there none, that err thro ftrong urink^ that art 
fwallo^ed up of Wine? Are there not found thoie who 
fay, / nvill fetch Wine^ and we will fill ourfel'ves nvith 
ftrong Drink ; And to morrow Jhall he as this Daj^ and 
much more abundant ? 

Alas, my Brother ! Is this the Voice of a Minifier 
of Chrift? A Steward of the Myfteries of God? Sop- 
pofe you find at any Time Trouble and Heavinefs, is 
there ito Help for you in your God? Is not the God whom 
you ferve able to deliver you from any Plague or Troa- 
ble f Is the being drunk with Wine a better Relief, 
than the being filled, with his Spirit ? Do you not un- 
derftand this ? Do you not know the Lord? Take heed 
you do not deftroy both your own Soul and them that 
bear you ! O beware ! If ycu know not his Love, fear 
his Power ! M^ike hafte to flee from the Wrath to 
come ; left he fmite you with a Curfe great as your 
Sin, and fweep yeu away from the Face of the Earth. 
32. Can fuch as you be faid, to honour or fear God, 
any more than thofe fpoken of by Malachi? May not 
God complain, Thefe Priefts ha*ve ^violated my Law and 
profaned my Holy Things, Yea whenfoever you pre- 
fume with thofe unhallow'd Hands, to touch the My- 

fieriea 



. .. (49 ) ■ 

fieries of God: Whenfoever you utter his Name orhts 
Word with thofe unhallow'd Lips ! But is it on this 
Accoant only that God may fay» Both Prophet and 
frieft are frofane f May he not add, tbey have put no 
Difference iet*ween the Holy and the Profane ; therefirt 
^I am profaned apu^g them* For is it not fo ? Do you 

Eut a Diftrence between the Holy and the Profane, 
itn that feareth Ged, and him that feareth him not ? 
Dp ypu put an effediual Difference between them, even 
in the moft folemn Office of our Religion ? At the 
Table of the Lord, do you take caie to Jeparate tho 
Precious, from the Ft /e P To receive' all thofe who (as 
you may reafon^bly believe) draw near <with penitent 
Hearts and livelj Faith i and utterly to rejed thofe who 
Ceftify againfl: themfelves. That they are without Hope 
and without God in the World ? 

^ay, who dares repel one of the Greatefl Men in 
his Pariih from the Lord*s Table ? Even tho' he be a 
Drunkard or a common Swearer ? Yea, tho' he openly 
deny the Lord that bought him ? Mr. Stonehoufe did 
this once. But what was the £vent ? The Gencleman, 
brought an Adion againil him, for the Terror of all 
fuch mfolent Fellows, in fucceeding Times. And who 
was able and willing to efpoufe the Caufe ? He alono 
who t&ok it into his own Hand : And before the Day 
when it fliould have been tried here, called the Plaintiff 
to anfwer at a higher Bar. 

33. O my Brethren, is it not for want of your mak* 
ing this Difference, as well as for many other Abomi* 
nations, that with regard to feme among u^, (how. 
many God knoweth) that Scripture is now alfo fui. 
filled. His Watchmen are blind ^ they are ignorant ^ they 
are Shepherds that cannot underjiand — The Lord hatif 
poured out upon them the Spirit of deep Sleep, and hath 
clofed their Eyes ; the Prophets and the Seers hath he co- 
«vered. And the Vifion of all is become unto you as the 
Words of a Book that is fealed ; ^whirh Men deli<ver to 
one that is learned Jaying^ Read thiSy I pray thee ; and 
he faith I cannot ; for it is feaied. 

If you ask wiiat tnofe otijcr Abominations are ? f 
will fpeak, in Love and in the Spiiit oi ^^^VutJv^, 
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There are found among us co*veious Men» Men ^i^o 
ftitttd earthly Things^ who fetk them/eives and not Chrid 
crucified, who iG<ve the World and the Things of the 
World : Men in whoDfi thofe Words are ftill fal£lled» 
Who is there among you that tvould Jhut the Doors fgt 
nought ? Neither do ye kindle Fire on my Altar for noughts 
I ha<ve no Pleajure in you, faith the Lord ofHofts* Vea, 
are there not thofe at this Day, (O that I might be 
Ibund to fear where no Fear is f) who make them/elves 
fat with the chief eH of all the Offerings of Ifrael f Are 
there not thofe» who now enlarge their Defire as Hell, 
njuho are as Death and cannot he fatisfied ? Who, tho* 
they vfzxit neither i*ood to eat nor Raym^nt to put on, 
yet feek more and more Preferment ? Who Are conti- 
nually iludying to join Houfe to Houfe, and to lay Fuld 
to Field? To grow rich in the Servian of that Matter, 
who himfelf had not nvhere to lay his Head? Is it not 
tcr thefe that thofe dreadful Words belong, enough to 
caufe the Ears of him that heareth to tingle, They ari 
greedy Dogs 'which can never have enough ; they all look 
10 their orwn Way, (not the Way of their Lord) every out 
for his Gain, from his garter. 

Is it flrange, if among thefe there fhould be fome. 
Who are cruel, opfreffive Men ? Inafmuch as Coye- 
toufnefs knows no Mercy, nor can a Lover of Money 
be a Lover of his Neighbour. Have not fomer been 
knowp, even to grind the Face of the Poor ? To ftrip, 
rather than cloath the Naked ? Some who while they 
cried out, as the Horfe-kechf give, give, would take, 
if it was not given s like thofe of old who faid, nou 
/halt give it me now, and if not, I will take it by 
Force ; Or thofe fpoken of by Micah, The Prophets bite 
tiuith their Teeth and cry Peace ; and he that putteth not 
into their Mouths, they even prepare War again fi hitn. 
Very great is the Sin of thefe Men before the Lord. 
If there be ten fuch now in the Land, may God fmitc 
them this Day with Terror and Altonifhment, that 
they may have no Reil iff their Bones till their Sin is 
done away I 

34. Are you as watchful and zealous to gain Souls, 
as thofe are to gain the Gold that perifheth ? Do you 

know^ 
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koow by Experience what that meaneth, the Zeal of 
thine HBufe hath^ eaten me up? Or, are you One of 
thofe Watchmen who do not watch at all ? Who nei- 
ther know nor care when the Sword comet h ? Of 
whom the Prophet faith* They are dumh D^ogs that can- 
not hatif Jleepingf /j^ing dofwn, loving to Jlumher, 

Can it be fuppofed. That fuch Shepherds will ftfd 
the JFUck ?. Will gi've to every one his Portion of Meat 
im ilnt Sea/on f Will thefe nnam every Man, and exhort 
every Man^ that they may prefent every Man perfect in 
Chrifijejusf Will they take care to ** know all their 
Flock by Name, not forgetting the Men-fervants and 
the Women -fervantt ?'* Will they enquire into the State 
of every Soul, committed to their Charge ? And watch 
over each with all Tendemefs and Long-fui&ring, as 
they that muft give account ? Marking how they either 
£iil or rife ? How thele wax vueary and faint in their 
Mind ; and thofe grofvo in Grace and in the Knoniile^e 
tf our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifi ? Who can do 
this, unlefs his whole Heart be in the Work ? Unlefs 
he delire nothing but to fpend and he fpent for them ; 
and count not his Life dear unto himfelf lo he may pre- 
finfthem hlamelefs in the Day of the Lord Jefus. 

Can any Shepherd do this (and if he do it not, he 
will lievcr^'^^ an Account v3ith Joy) who imagines, 
he has little more to do, than to preach once or twice 
a Week ? That this is the main Pointy the chief Part 
of that Office, which he hath taken upon himfelf be* 
fore God ? What grofs Ignorance is this ? What a total 
Miftake of the Truth ? What a miferable Blunder 
pouching the vohole Nature of his Office ? It is indeed 
a very great thing. To fpeak in the Name of God ; 
It might make him that is the iloutefl of Heart tremble^ 
if he confidered, That every time he fpeaks to others, 
&is own Soul is at Stake. But great, inexpreffibly great 
as this is, it is perhaps the leail Pare of our Work. 
To feek and fave that vihich is loft^ to bring Souls 
finom Satan to God, to inflrud the Ignorant, to reclaim 
the Wicked, to convince the Gainfayer ; to dire£l their 
Feet into the Way of Peace, and then kept them 
theKin ; to follow theni Step by Step, leaft the^ tjit^*' 

E 2 wX 






( 50 

Out of the Way, and advife them In their Doubts and 
1 emptations ; to lift up them that fall, to refrefh them 
that are faint, and to comfort the weak-hearted : to 
admioider various Helps, as the Variety of Occafions 
ftequire, according to their fevcral Ncceflitics : Thcfc 
are Parts of our OfBce ; all this we have undertaken, 
at the Peril of our own Soul. A Scnfe of this made 
that holy Man of old cry out, *' I marvel if any Ruler 
•* in the Church fliall be faved :" And a greater than 
him {:iy, in the Fulnefs of his Heart, Who is /ufficient 
fir tbeje Things ? 

35. But nnjhd is not fuJUdent for thefe Things, y&r 
t^e raking care of a Parifh, tho' it contain twenty 
thoufand Souls, if this implies no more than the taking 
care to preach there, once or twice a- week; and to 
procure one to /ead iPrayers on the other Days, and do 
what is call*d the Farijh-duty F Is any Trade in the 
Nad6n fo ea(y as this ? Is not any Man fufficient for 
it, without any more Talents either of Nature or Grace, 
than a fmall Degree of common Underftanding? But 
O ! what manner of Shepherds are thofe, who look no 
farther into the Nature of their Ofice, who fink no 
deeper into the Importance of it than this ? Were they 
not fuch as thefe concerning whom the Word of the. 
Lord came unto Ezekiel, faying^ Wo he to the Shepherds 
that^ do feed themfel'ves : Should not the Shepherds feed 
the Flocks f Ye eat the Fat^ and ye cloathe you lAfith the 
Wooll ; hut ye feed not the Flock. The Difeafed home ye 
notJlrengthen*d, neither ha*ve ye heaVd that luhtch ivas 
Jick, neither ha*ve ye bound up that <which fwas broken ; 
thither hame ye brought again that *which avas dri*ven 
anvay, .neither ha*ve ye fought that *which ^was loft. 
.And they njoere fcatter?d^ becaufe there ivas no Shepherd, 
and they became Meat to all the Beafis of the Fields Yea, 
my Flock fwas fcatter^d upon all the Face of the Earth, 
and none did fear ch orfeek after them, 

I conjure you, Brethren, in the Name of the Lord 

iefus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, who hath, 
ought them and us with his own Blood, Apply this 
each to his own Soul. Let every Man look unto GOD, 
9xA fay. Lord, Is it I ? Am I one of thefe idle, care- 

tefs. 
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lefs, indolent Shepherds, that feed tnpfelf, not the 
Flock ? Am I one that cannot bark, flothful, fleepingy 
lying down, loving to flumber ? Thofe who have not 
ftrengthen*d that which was difeafcd, neither healed that 
which was fick ? Search mCy O Lordy and prove me ;• 
try out my Reins and my Heart. Look 'well if there be 
mny Way of Wickednefs in me^ and lead me in the Waf 
everlafing. 

36. Have I not, at lead, healed the Heart of thf 
People Jlightly? Have I not faid, Peace ^ Peace, 'when 
there <was no Peace .?— "How many are they alfo that do 
this ? Who do not ftudy to fpeak what is true^ efpecially 
to the Rich and Great, fo much as what is pleafing ? 
Who flatter honourable Sinners, inftead of telling theni 
plain, Ho^w can ye efcape the Damnation of Hell ? O' 
what an Account have you to make, if there be a 
GOD that judgeth the Earth ? Will he not require at 
your Hands the Blood of all thefe Souls, of whom j^* 
Are the Betrayers and Murderers ? Well fpake the Pro- 
phets of your Fathers, in whofe Steps ye now tread. 
^hey have feduced my People, and one biiilt up a Wall^ 
and another dii'wb'^d it 'with untemper'd Mortar, They 
ftrengthen the Hands of the Evil-Ooers, that none doth 
return from his Wickednefs. They prophefy Lief in my 
Jfame, faith the Lord. They fay unto them that defftfe 
me. Ye Jhall hafve Peace, and unto them that 'walk dfier 
the Imagination of their O'wn Heart, no Evil Jhall come 
upon you. 

How great will your Damnation be, who defray 
Souls, inftead of faving them ? Where will 
yon appear, or how will you ftand, in that ^ great and 
terrible Day of the l,ord! How will ye lift up your 
Head, when /^^ Lord defc ends from Heaven, inflaming 
Fire, to take Vengeance on his Adverf arte s ! More efpe- 
cially on thofe who have fo betrayed his Caufe^ and 
done Satan's Work under the Banner of Chrift ! With 
what Voice wilt thou fay, " Behold me, Lord, and the 
Sheep whom thou hadil given me, whom I gave to the 
Devil, and told them they were in the Way to Heaven; 
tJU they dropped into Hell ?" 

E 3 Were 
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are, concerning whom GOD fpake by Jertmiab ^ Munf 
Pafiors lave deftrdfd my Viniyardy they bane treddiu 
my Pertlon underfoot \ they have made wy fleafatU For- 
iien^ a defolate Wildemeft :, By Ezeiuely There w e^ 
Qqnfpiracy of her Prophets, like a rearing Lion^ rawemng 
^P^% tkeyhafve i^oured Souls : And by Zechariah^ 
fhusfaifh the Lordi Feed the Fl6ck of the Slaughter^ 
%ohefe Fojfefforsflay them^ and hold themfehtes not gtdlty f 
e^ they that Jell them f ay ^ Blejfed be the Lord^ for I am 
rich ; and their oion Shepherds pity them Hot, 

37. Is not this the real Ground, the principal J^i^x, 
of the prefent Contempt of the Clergy f And long finco 
wa^ it aiSgned as fuch, by him who cannot lie. The 
ftme Mcii of oU, who made the Ler(fs Feaple to tranf 
grefs^- thereby made themf elves <vile, Thcv were de* 
Jpifed both as the Nartural Efiedl, and tne Judicial 
Puniflntent of their Wickednefs, And the fame Caufe 
the Prophet obferves to have produced the fame £f' 
fi90, many hundred Years after this. Te are departed 
out of the IVwfi faith the Lord % ye have caufed many t^ 
Jiumble^Thertfore have J alfo made you contemptible^ 
and b^e hrfore all the People, 

i have norwy Brethren, delivered mine o^wn Soul^, 
and in fo doing,- I have (as I prdpofed at fii^flj ufed 
great Flainnefs of Speich^ as not midying to pleafe Men^ 
but iht Lord. The Event I leave to him in whofe 
Name I have fpoken, and who hath the Hearts of alt 
Men in his Hand. 

Ihave brought you heavy Tidings this Day, and yet 
I cannot but be perfuaded^ that fbme of you will 
j)CFt count me your Enemy ^ beCaufe I tell you the Truth,-^ 
O that all of us may tafe the Good Word which we 
d$€lare ! M&y receive that Knowledge of Salvation^ 
lifhich yi/e fikve comnanded to preach unto every Crear 
tore, thft>* the Remiffion of Sms ! My Heart's De&cc 
16, That all of us, to whoni is cemmitted the Mimftry 
rf I{econtiliatioth niay Qurfeivcs be reconciled to Goi^, 
thro* the BiOod of the ererlafting Covenant : That 
He may bd henceforth unto us a Gop, and we nay 
bt attto Him a Peopl« : That Wd may aS An^nv, as 

weU 
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tiKjeiras frioci, tbc Lord, /rem the Uafi unte the gre^fif 
iji : £ven by that Token, / am mercifni u iiyt 
lJnrigbt€Qufneft : Tby Sins I remimber no moti!' 



III. I. I have* hitherto i]^kftn ttiore' iinmediatel/ tOf 
fhofe, who piofefi tbemfelvcs Memben of the Church 
of £Dgland. But inaixnach as I am a Debtor alTo toi 
thofe who do not, aw Deiign- is now tb apply to them* 
aJfo I and bne% to mew, wherein fl fear) they are fe-^ 
VeraUy inconMent with thek rwn Principles* 

I begin with ihofe who are at the fmalleft Diftance- 
from U8y whether they are terinM Frefiyierians or In^. 
^fendimts ; Of whom in general I cannot but have 2t 
widely different Opinion, from that I entertainM fomer 
Years ago : As having iince then converfed with many- 
imong them^ in ivhom 4he Roof of tho Matter is unde-^ 
lliably found ; and who labour to keep a Coufdence void: 
of O^encibotb to*ward GOD and toward Man, I can« 
not therefore doubt, but every Serious Man, of either 
Qne or the other Denomination, does utterly condemn 
all that Inward as well as Outi^ard Unhoiioefs',. which 
has been above defcribed. 

fiut do you, as a People, avoid whdt you condemn ? 
Are no Whoremongers or Adulterers found among you T 
No Children difob^ient to their Parents ? No Servantt 
thsLt are (bthful or carelefs ? That anfiwer again ? That 
flo not honour their Mafieri^ as is meet in the Lord? Are - 
there none among you that cenfure or fpeak Evil of 
ibi Ruler of their PeopU ? Art there no Drunkards, no 
CluttonSf no Luxurious Men, no regular Epicures, 
iH>ne nAfho/e Belly is their God, who, as their Fortune 
permits, fare Jumptuoufly every D^y P Have you ncr 
Dijhonefi Dealers, no Unfair Traders, no U/urers or 
Extortioners f Have you no Liars, either for Gain, or 
for Good Manners, (o c^Ued ? Are you clear of Cert" 
mony 9Sii. Complinant? Alas, you are fenfible, in moft, 
if not all thefe Refpeds, you have now imall Pre- 
heminence over us. 

How much more fenfible muft you be of this, if 
you do not reft on the Surface, but enquire into the 
Bot(oa( of Religion^ the Religiea of the Heart \ For, 

•whac 
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what inward Unholincfs, what evil Tempers are 
antong us, which have not a Place among you alfo ? 
You likewife bewail that Ignorance of God, that 
Want of Faith and of the Love of God and Man, 
that inward Idolatry of various h inds, that Pride, 
Ambition and Vanity, which rule in the Hearts even 
of thofe who ftill have i/^ Form of Godline/s, You 
lament before God, the deep Covetoufnefs tloit eats 
fo many Souls as doth a Gangrene ; and perhaps are 
fometimes ready to cry out, Helpy Lord, for there is 
fcarce one godly Man leftr Lay to thine Hand ; for 
the Faithful are miniJFd from the Children of Men ! 

2. And yet you retain the I'ruth that is after God- 
Hnefs^ at lead, as to the Subflance of it. You own 
what is laid down in Scripture, both touching the t^w 
ture and Condition of Juftijication and Salivation, ' And 
with Regard to the Author of Faith and Salvation^ 
you have always avowed, even in the Face of your 
Enemies, That it is GOD nvhich ijoorketh in us, both 
to tvill and to doy of his good Fleafure : That it is 
his Spirit alone who teacheth us all things^ all we know 
of the deep things of GOD : That tvtry true Believer 
has an Un^ion from the Holy One, to lead him into all 
neceffary l^ruth : That hecaufe <we are Sons, GOJ^ 
fendeth forth the Spirit af his Son into our Hearts^ 
crying Abba, Father ; and that this Spirit heareth Wit^ 
fiefs ivith oar Spirit, that nve are the Children of 
GOD. 

How is it then, my Brethren (fo I can call you 
now, although 1 could not have done it heretofore ;) 
how is it, that the geufierality of you alfe are fallen 
from your Stedfaftnefs ? In the Times of Pcrfecution 
ye flood as a Rock, tho' /?// the W&<ves and Storms noent 
o*ver you. But who can bear Eafe and Fulnefs of 
Bread I How are you changed, fmce thefe came upon 
you ! Do not many of you now (practically I mean) 
put fome thing effe, in the Room of Faith that <work» 
eth by Lo<ve f Do not feme of you fuppofe, that Gra- 
vity . and Oompofednefs of Behaviour, are the main 
l^rts of Chrilbanity ? Efpecially, provided they nci-. 
ther fwear^ nor take the Name of God in vain. Do- 
nor 
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not others iina|in€4 that to ahftain frcm idle Soogs^ 
aid thofe Fafluonable^ Diverfions commonly ufed by 
Perfons. of their Fortune, is almoil the Whole o£ 
Religion ? To which if they add Family Prayer and 
a ftri£l Obfervation of the Sabbath, then doubt]efs all 
13 well I Nay, my Brethren, this is well, fo far as it 
eoes : But how little a Way does it go toward Chri- 
SianicyF AU thefe thing?, you cannot but fee, are 
merely External ; whereas Chridianity is an Imuari 
Thing ; without which the moft beautiful Outward 
Form is lighter than Vanity. 

Do not others of you reft in ConviSions ? Or Good 
Defires f Alas, what do thefe avail ? A Man mav be. 
comnuced he is iick, yea deeply convinced, and yet 
never recover. He may defire Food, yea with ear- 
neft Defire, and neverthefefs periih with Huneer. 
And thus I may be convinced I am a Sinner ; out 
this will not juftify me before God. And 1 may de^ 
fire Salvation (perhaps by Fits and Starts for many 
Vears) and yet be loft for ever. Come clofe then to 
the Point, and keep to your Principles, Have you 
receiv*d the Holy Ghoft ? The Spirit which is of 
God, and is beftowed by him on all Believers, that^ 
W may knoiju the things *which are freely gvuin to u^ 
of GOD ? The Time is ftiprt. Do you experience 
how that UnSion from the Holy One T Without whicii) 
you confefs Qut^ward Religion, whether negative or 
podtive, is nothing. Nay, and Inward Con-vision of 
our Wants i^ nothing, unlefs thofe Wants are in fa^ 
fupplied. Good D^res alfo are nothing, unle(s we 
adually attain 'what we are ftirrM up to defiVe. For' 
ftill, if any Man have not the Spirit of Chrift^ what- 
ever he defires, be is none of his, O my Brother, be* 
ware you ftop not ihort ! Beware you never account - 
yourfelf a Chriftian, no, not in the lowcft Degree, 
till God hath fent forth the Spirit of Chrift into youf: 
Hearty and that Spirit bear 'witnefs wi^ your Spirit, 
that you are a Child of GOD. 

3 . One Step farther from us, are you who are called 
(tho' not by your own Choice) Anahaptifii, The 
Smallnefs o/ your Number^ copipared to that either 
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of the Prejhyterians^ or thofc of the Church, makes it 
eafier for you to have an exad Knowledge of the Be- 
haviour of all your Members^ and to put away from 
among; you evtry one that nualketh not according tn 
the DoSrme you' ha*ve received. 

But is this done ? Do all your Members adorn the 
Gofpel ? Are they all Holy as he ivhich bath Called 
us is Holy ? I fear not. 1 have known fome Inftan- 
ces to the contrary ; and doubtlefs you know many 
more. There are Unholy, Outwardly Unholy Men, 
in your Congregations alfo ; Men that profane cither 
the Name or the Day of the Lord ; that do not ho- 
nour their Natural or Civil Parents' ; th it know not 
how to pofTefs their Bodies in Sandiification and Ho- 
nour I that are intemperate either in Meat or prink, 
gluttonous, fenfual, luxurious; that varioufly offend 
againft JufUce, Mercy or Truth, in their Interconrft 
with their Neighbour, and do not walk by that 
Hoyal LaWf Tboujhalt lo*u€ thy Neighbour as thy felf. 

But how is this confident with your leading Prin- 
^ples ^* T4iat no Man ought to be admitted to Bap- 
*' tifm, till he has that Repentance whereby we fot." 
^* fake Sin, and living Faith in God through 
•• Chrift?" 

For if no Man ought to be admitted into a Church 
or Congregation, who has not aflual Faith and Re- 
pentance, then neither ought any who has them not, 
to continue in any Congreg.-.tion. And confequently, 
sisi open Sinner cannot remain among you^ unlefs you 
pradlically rendunce your main Principle. 

4. I refer it tQ your own ferioos Confideration, whe-' 
ther one Reafon, why unholy Men are ftill fufFered to 
remain among you, may not be this ; That many of 
you have unawares put Opinion^ in the room of 
Faith and Repentance ? But how fatal a Mi (lake is 
this ? Suppofing your Opinion to be true, yet a l^rue 
Opinion concerning Repentance is wholly difTcrent 
from the thing itielf. And you may • have a ^rue' 
Opinion concerning Faith all your Life, and yet die an 
Unbeliever. 

* ^ 
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Suppofing therefore* the Opinion of Particular Re- 
demftion trixc^ yet how little does it avail toward Sal- 
vation ? Nay, were we to fuppofey That none can hi 
fu'ved'whQ do not hold it, it does not follow, that all 
twill he fanjed who do. So that if the one provM a 
Man to be in' ever fo had a State^ the other would 
not prove him to be in a Good one. And confequently, 
wholoever leans on this Opinion, leans on the Staff 
of a hroken Reed, 

Would to God that ye would mind this one things 
To make your own Calling and Election Jure ! That 
^try one of you (leaving the reft of the World to 
him that made it) wou*d himfelf repent , and heliev$ 
the Go/pel ! Not repent alone (for then you know only 
the Bapcifm of John) but believe and be h'aptixed nvitk 
the Holy Ghoft and <with Fire, Are you-ftill a Stran* 
ger to that Inward Baptifm, wherewith all true Be- 
lievers are baptized ? May the Lord con drain you to 
cry out, Honv am Iftraiten^d till it he accomplijh* d f 
Even till the Love of God inflame your Heart, ^d 
confume all your vile Affections. Be not content 
with any thing lefs than this ! It is this Loving Faith 
alone which opens our Way into the General Church 
of the Tirji'horn^ nvbofe Isames are ^written in Hea-, 
nfen! Which giveth us to enter in ^within the Veil, 
where Jefus our- Fore^rwmer is gone hefore us I • 

5. There is a ftill wider Difference in fome Points, 
between us, and the People ufually terni'd fakers. 
But not in thefe Points. You, as well as we, condemn 
all Ungodlinefs and Vnrighteoufnejs of Men ; all ihofe. 
Works of the Devil which were recited above, and 
all thofc Tempers from which they fpring. 

You agree. That we are all to be taught of GOD ; 
and to be led hy his Spirit : That the Spirit alone re' 
,weals all Truth, and infpires all Holinefs ; That by 
his Infpiration - Men attain perfe3 Love, the Love 
JiVhich purifies them as he is pure : And that thro' this 
Knowledge and Love of God, they have Power to 
do airways fuch things as pleufe him \ to worlhip God, 
.a Spirit, according to his own Will, that is, in Spirit 
and in Truth. 

2 Hence 
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Hence you infer,That formal Warfiip is not acceptable 
to God, bat that alone that fprmgs m>m )Gt>D in the 
Heart : You infer alio, that they who are led by him, 
wiil ufc great Piaimtefs of Speech^ and great rUinnefi 
rf Brtfsy feeking no Owtnvard Adorning, bat only the 
O rnament of a pietk and quiet Spirit, 

I will look no farmer now, than fimpl^ to enquire. 
Whether you are confident with thefe Principles ? 

To begin with the latter : " He that is led by the 
Spirit will ufe great Plainnefs of Speech.'* 

Tou would hare faid, ** will ufe the plain Language. *• 
Bat that Term leads you into a grand Midake. That 
Term, " the plain Language," naturally leads you to 
&ink, of one particular Way of ipeaking ; as if Plain^ 
kefs of Speech implied no more, than the Ufe of that 
particular Form, • 

Alas ! my Friends ? Know ye not, that votir An^ 
ceftors defigned this, only as a Specimen of plain Lan» 

fuage. And is it poflible, that vou (hould mifiake the 
ample for the whole Bale of (Jloth ? 
ConAiIt the Cight GOt) has given you, and yod 
inuft fee, that Flainne/s of Speech does not lie in a 
fingle Pointy but implies an Open undifguifed Sincerity^ 
a child^like S\mi^\\Qiiy in all ive fpeak. 

I do not defire you to refrain from faying Thou or 
Thee, I would*not fpend tfen Words about it. But I 
defire you, whenever you fjpeak at all, to fpeak the 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth. I defire your 
Wordr may be always the Fixture of your Heai't. This 
is truly Plain Language, 

Either do not pretend to Plain Speech 2it all, or be 
uniformly plain. Are you fo ? I pray, coniider. Do 
you never compliment ^ I do not fuppofc you fay, " Sir, 
your very humble Servant." But do you fay no Ci'vil 
Things*? Do you ntvtr fatter P Do you not commend 
VLTiy Man or Woman to their Pace ? Perhaps farther 
than you do behind their Back. Is this Plainnefs of 
Speech ! Do you never diflemble ? Do you fpeak to all 
Perfons, high or low, rich or poor, juft what you think, 
neither more nor lefs, and in the fhorttH and cleared 
Manner you can ? If not, what a mere Jeil is your 
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Plain Launage f You carry your Condemnation in 
your own Breaft. 

.6. You hold alfo. That " he which is led by the 
Spirit, wiU ufe great Vlainnefs of Drefs, feekmg no 
9Ut<ifjard adorning, but Only the Ornament of a meex 
and quiet Spirit.'*'* 

And that, in particular, " he will leave Gold and 
cofilj Apparel, to thofc who know not GOD." 
. Now 1 appeal to every ferious, reafonable Man a- 
mong you, . Do your People ad confiftently with this 
Principle ? Do not maiiy of your Women wear Gold- 
upon their very Feet ? And many of your Men ufc 
Ornaments of Gold} Are you a Stranger to thele 
Things? Have vou not feen with your Eyes (mch 
Trifles as will tearce bear the Naming) their Canes 
and Snuff-boxes glitter, £ven in your folemn Affembly^ 
while ye were waiting together ^i^pon GOD ? Sure- 
ly, they are not yet fo loft to Modcfty, as to pretfend. 
That they do not ufe them by Way of Ornament, If 
they do not, if it be only out of Neceffity, a plain 
Oaken Stick will fupply the Place of the one, and a 
Piece of Horn or Tin will unexceptionably anfwer all 
the reafonable Ends of the other. 

To fpeak freely (and do not count me your Enemjx; 
ibr this) you cannot but obferve, upon cool Refleflion^ 
That you retain juft fo much of your antient Pradlice^] 
as leaves your Prefent without Excufe ; as makes the . 
Inconiiftency between the one and the other^ glaring; 
and undeniable. ¥qt Inftance : This Woman is too 
ftridt a ^aker, to lay out a Shilling in a Necklace,^ 
Very well ; but Ihe is not too ftriA to lay out four" 
fcore Guineas in a Repeating Wateb^ Another would 
not for the World wear any Lace^ no, not an Edging 
round her Cap. But flie will wear Poinlt ; and fees no 
Harm in it at all, tho* it ihould be of twelve Times 
the Price. In one Kind of Apron or Hanakerchief 
fhe dares not lay out twenty Shillings ; but in another 
Sort, lays out twenty Pounds. And what Multitudes. 
of you are very jealous, as to the Colour and Form of 
your Apparel, (the leaft important of all the Circum- 
llances that relate to it) while in the moft important. , 
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they arc without any Concern at all ? They will not 
put on a Scarlet Dx Crimfon Stuff, but the richeft Vel- 
*v€t^ fo it be black or grave. They will not touch a 
colourM Ribband '9 but will cover themfdves with a 
fiiff Silk from Head to Foot. They cannot bear 
Purple : But niake no Scruple at all of being cIothM 
injine Linneu: Yea, to fuch a Degree, That the 
l^itttteti of the fakers is grown almoil into a Proverb. 

Surely you cannot be ignorant, that the Slnfulnefs of 
fine Aptai£ly lies chiefly in the Expenfi^enefs, In that 
it is robbing God and the Poor : It is defrauding the 
Fatherlefs and Widow ; it is wafting the Food of the 
Hungry, and withholding his Raynient from the Na- 
ked, to confume it on our own Lulls. 

7. Let it not be faid. That this affefls only a few 
among you, and thofe, of the younger and lighter 
Sort. Yes} it does ; your Whole Body : For why do 
you, who are Elder and Grsvery fuffer fuch Things ? 
Why do ye not vehemently reprove them ? And if 
they repent not, in fpite of all worldly ConHderations, 
expel them out of your Society ? In conniving at their 
*Sin, you make it your own j youy efpeqially who ar« 
Speakers, Do you fay, ** They cannot bear it 5 they 
will not hear :" Alas, into what State then are ye fal- 
len ! But whether they will bear it or no, what is that 
CO Thee ? Thou art to/peaky 'whether they 'will hear^ 
cr whether they will forbear. To fay the very Truth, 
I am afraid, you rather ftrengthen their Hands in their 
Wickednefs. For you not only do not teftify againil 
it in the Congregation, but even fit at their Table and 
reprove them not. Why then. Thou alfo art one of 
/he Dumb Dogs tJjat cannot bark, fleeping^ lying dotjjn, 
lo*ving tojlumber, ^ • 

I nx this Charge upon every Speaker, in particular, 
.who faw a yoiing Woman, Daughter to one of the 
fakers in London, going to be married in Apparel 
fuitable to her Diamond Buckle, which coft a hundred 
Guineas. Could you fee this, and not call Heaven 
and Earth to witqefs againfl it ? -Then I witnefs againft 
Thee, in the Name of the Lord, 1 hou art a blind 
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Leader of the Blind: Thou firainefi a Gnat^ and 
f-wailo'wefi a Camel t 

Verily the Sin both of Teachers and Hearers, is here- 
in exceeding great. And the little Attempts toward 
Plalnncfs of Apparel, which are ftill obfervable among 
you (I mean, in the Colour and Form of your Cloaths, 
and the Manner of putting them on) only teflify againft 
you. That you were once what you know in your 
Hearts you are not now. 

8. I come now to your main Principle, " We are 
all to be taught of GOD^ to be infpired and led by his ^ 
Spirit, And then we (hall ijoorlhip him, not with dead 
form J but in Spirit and in Truth,''* 

Thefe arc deep and weighty Words. But many 
hold fad the Words, and are utterly ignorant of their 
Meaning. Is not this an exceeding common Cafe ? 
Are you not confcious, abundance of your^Friends have 
done fo ? With whom the being taught of GOD and 
led by his Spirit ^ are mere Words of Courfe, that mean 
juft nothing. And their crude and indigefed Accovints, 
of the Things they did not underftand, has raifed that 
deep Prejudice againft thefe great Truths, which wc 
find in the^^eneralityofMen. 

Do fome of you ask, ** But doll thou acknowledge 
the Inward Principle .?" J do, my Friends : And t 
wou'd to God .every one of you acknowledged it 
as much. I fay,- All Religion is either empty She^, 
or PerfeSion by Infiltration ; in Other Words, The obe- 
dient Love of God, by rhjp fupematural Knowledge of • 
God : Yea, and that all which is not of Faith is Sin t 
all which does not fpring from this Loving Knowledge 
of God ; which Knowledge cannot begin, or fubnft 
one Moment, without immediate Infpiration : Not on- 
ly all Publick Worfliip, and all Private Prayer, but eve- 
ry Thought, in Common Life, and Word and Work. 
What think you of this ? Do you not dagger ? Dare 
you carry the innuard Principle fo far ? Do you ac- 
knowledge it to be the very Truth ? But alas ! what 
is the acknowledging it ? Doll thou experience this 
Prmciple in thyfelf ; What faith thy Heart ? Does God 
dwell therein ? And doth it now eccho to the Voice 

. F 2 4rf 



( 64 ) 

of GOD ? Haft thou the continual Infpirati9n of hfs 
Spirit, filling thy Heart with his Love, as with a Well 
of Water, fpringing up into liverlafting Life ? 

9. Art thou acquainted with the Leading of his Spi* 
rU, not by Notion only, but by living Experience ? I 
fear very many of you talk of this, who do not fo 
Jiiuch as know what it means. How does the Spirit of 
, COD /e.rd his Children, to this or that partictilar. 
Adion ? Do you imagine, it is by B/ind Impilfe only ? 
By monjing you to do it, you know not why ?' Not fo. 
He leads us by our Eye^ at leaft as much as by the 
Hand 5 and by Light as well as by Heat. HeJheRvs 
us the Way wherein we fhould go, as well as tftcites os 
to walk therein. For Example. Here is a Man ready 
<o perifh with Hunger. How am I /ed by the Spirit 
to relieve him ? Fird, By his cohnjincing me,' it is the 
Will of GOD I fhould, and fecondly, by his filling 
my Heart with Love toward him. Both this Lighf 
and this Hedt are the Gift of GOD ; are wroujght in 
me by the fame Spirit : Who leads me» by this Con" 
wi^ion as well as Lo'ue^ to go and feed that Man. This 
is the plain, rational Account of the ordinary Leading 
of the Spirit. But how &r from that whick fome ha?e 
.given [ 
' Art thou thus led by the Spirit to every good Word 
and Work? Till GOD hath thereby made tjxy FaitH 
perfeft ? Doft thou know what Faith is ? It is a Lov- 
ing, Obedient Sight of a prefent and reconciled GOD. 
Now where this is, there is no Dead Form ; neither 
cau be, fo long as it continues. But all that is faid or 
done is full of^GOD, full of Spirit and Life and 

Power, 

10. But perhaps, as much as you talk of them, you 
So not know the Difference between Form and Spirit j 
or between worfhipping GOD in a formal Way, and 
worflupping him in Spirit and in Tntth, 

The Lord is that Spirit. The bceiilg and Feeling 
and Loving him is Spiritual Life, And whatever is faid 
or done in the Sight and Love of GOD, that is full of 
Spirit and Life, All befide this is Form, mere dead 
JBorm » whether it be in.our Publick AddfelTes to GOD*, 
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or in our Private ; or in oar Worldly Bufinefi, or in 
our daily Converfation. 

But if {o, how poor and mean and narrow, have 
jrour Views and Conceptions been ! You was afraid of 
Formality in PMick Worftnp, And Reafon good. But * 
was yoa afraid of it no where elfe ? Did not you 
confider. That Formality in Common Life^ is alfo an 
Abommation to the Lord ? And that it can have no 
Place in any Thing we fay or do, but fo far as we 
forget COD? O watch againft it in evejy Places 
every Moment, that you may every Moment fee and 
love GOD; and confequently, at all Times and inaU 
Places, worftiip him in Spirit and in Truth, « 

My Friends, permit me to add a few Words, in ten- 
der Love to your Souls. Do not you lean too ^noch 
on the Spirit and Power, which you believe reiled up- 
on your Forefathers ? Suppofe it did j will that avail 
you^ if you do not drink into the fame Spirit ? And 
how evident is this ! That whatever ye once were, y* 
aire novtfiom of your Strength, Ye are weak and be- 
come like other Men. The Lord is well nigh depart- 
ed from you. Wh^re is now the Spirit, the Life, the 
Power ? . Be not offended with my plain Dealing, when 
1 befeechjr0« who are able to weigh Things calmly, to 
open your fiyeaand fee Multitudes even in the Churchy 
parfttis^, yea and attaining the Subftance of Spiritual ^ 
Life, and leaving unto you the Shadow, Nay a ftil^ 
greater Evil is l^fbre you. For if ye find not fome^ 
cffeftoal Means to prevent it, your ri/ing Generation 
will utterly caft o^ the Shadow as well a» the ^»&» 
^ance, 

1 1 . There is an abundantly greater Difference SdH, 
according to your own Account, between us who pro- 
fefs ourfelves Members of the Church of England, and 
you who are Members of the Church of Rome. But 
notwithflanding this, do you not agree with ua in c6n^ 
demning the Vices above recited ? Profenenefs, Drua- 
kennefs. Whoredom, Adultery, Theft, Difbbedience 
to Parents, and fuc^ like ? And hpw imhappiiy do 
you agree with us m praSiJing the very Vices which 
you coiukmn f 
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Aad yet yoa acknowledge (nay and freqaently con- 
tend for this Hith a peculiar fiameftnefs) That every 
Chriftian is called to be xeaUus of good IVorh^ as well 
as to diwy btrnfilf and take up bu Crofs daily. How 
then do yoa depart fix>m your own Principles, when 
yoa are Gluttons, Drunkards or Epicures ? When you 
live at your Eafe, in all the Elegance and Voluptooaf- 
neis of a plentiful Fortune \ How .will you reconcile 
the being adorned %^ith Gold, array'd in Purple and 
fine Linnen, and ^'ng fumptoufly eveiy Day, with 
the dtMjftM^ J9urfdf and tmkimg up your Crofs daily f 
purely while you indulge the Defire of the Flefh, the 
Defire of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, the excel- 
lent Rules of felfdenial that abound in your own 
Writers, leave you of all Men moft inexcuiable. 

.13. Neither can this Se'f-indulgence be reconciled, 
with the being xealous of good Works' For by this 
meedlefs and continual Expence, you difable yourfelf 
from doing Good. Vou bind your own Hands. Vou 
n^ke it impoffible for you to do that Good which o« 
therwife yoa might. ^ that you injure the Poor in 
the fame Proportion as you poifpn your own Soul. 
Yon might have cIoathM the Naked ; ^ut what was- 
4ue to them, was thrown away on your own coiUy 
Apparel. You mighrhave fed the.Hungry, entertained 
fhe Stranger, relieved them that were fick or in Prir 
Ion* But the Supe^uities of your own Table fwal- 
lowed up t)iat whereby they ihould have been profited. 
And fo this wafting of thy Lord^s JSoods, is an Infianc^ 
of complicated Wickedneis ; £nce hereby thy poor 
Brother perifheth, for whom ChriH died. 

I will not recommend to you either the Writings or 
Examples of thofe whom you account Hinttcks^ (al- 
tho' feme of thde, if you could view them with - im- 
partial £yes> mkht fro<VQkt you to Jeahufy,) But O \ 
that Goo wpiild write in your Hesirts, the Rules of 
Self-denial and Love, laid down by Thomas a Kempis ! 
•Or that yoa wpa|d follow both in this and in Gopd 
^^orks, that burning and fhming Light of your own 
Church, the Marquis diRen^! Then would all who 
knew and loved the Lord rejoice to acknowledge J^^ 

as 



(67) 

as the Church of the living GOD : When ye wcfc 
zealous of every good Word and Work ; ana abftain- 
^d from all Appearance of Evil : When it was hereby 
ihewn that you were filled with the Holy Ghoft, and 
delivered ficom all unholy Tempers : When ye were all 
utthiameahie and unrebukeahle^ tmthout Spot or Wrinile 
or any Juch Thing ; a chofen Generation^ a Royal Prieji" 
hoed, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, JheiAjing forth 
to aJl Jews, Infidels and Hereticks, by your adlive» 
patient, fpotlefs Love of God and Man, the Praifes 
of Him ivho had called you out of Darknefs into his 
mar*vellous Light, 

13. Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock of A-- 
braham^ fufier me to fpeak a few Words to you alfo : 
You who dd not allow. That Mejftah the Prince is 
already come and cut off. However, you thus far hear 
Mofes and the Prophets as to allow, i . I'hat // /'/ the 
Injpiration of the Holy One, luhich gi*veth Man Under* 
landing, and that all the true Children of God are 
taught of GOD. 2. That the Subftancc boih of the 
Law and the Prophets, is contained in that one Word, 
Sihoujhalt love the Lord thy GOD ivith all thy Heart, 
and tuith all thy Soul, and ivith all thy Strength, and 
thy Neighbour as thyfelf And 3. That the fure Fruit 
of Love is Obedience^ ceafing from Evtl and doing 
Good* 

And do you walk by this Rule ? Wwt you your/elf 
that Infpiration of the Holy One? Are you taught of 
Go.D ? Hath he opened your Underftanding ? Have 
you the Inward Knowledge of the Mod High ? I few 
not. Perhaps yoa know litde more, even of the 
Meaning or the Words than a Mahometan, 

Let us go^ little further. Do you love the Lord your God 
jvoith all^ your Heart, ivith all your Soul, vuith all your 
Strength? Can you (ay, ivhomhaie I in Beuvenbut Thee i 
and there is none upon Earth that I defire befides thee ? 
Do you defire God .t all? Do you defire to have 
^^ny thing to do with him, till you can keep the 
Worid no loiter ? Are you not content, fo you en- 
joy the Good Things of Earth, to let God fland af^ 
OS ? Ofily calling upon hixn now and then^ when you 
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can^t well do without him. Why then you do not fo^ve 
God at all, tho* you will fometimes condefcend to 
u/e him. You Uve the World. This poffefTes your 
Heart, This therefore is your God. You renounce 
the God of your Fathers, the God of I/rael ; you are 
ftill ■ undra^ci/eJ in Heart, Your own Confcience 
bears Wttnefs^ yon no more hear Mo/es and the Pro- 
phets, than you do ye/us of Nazareth, 

14. From Mo/es and the Prophets it has been 
(hewn, that your Ftt'efathers were a faithlefs andftvh- 
horn Generation ; a Generation ivhich fet not their 
Hearts aright, and luhofe Spirit cieaved not fiedfaftly 
unto GOD. ^nd this you aclcnowledge yourfelves. 
If you are ask*d. How is it, that the Promife is not 
fnlfiird ? Seeing the Scepter is long fincc darted from - 
Judah, why is not Shi/oh come ? Your ufual An- 
iwer is, *' fiecaufe of the Sins of our Fathers, God 
hath delayM his coming**. Have you then reformed 
from the Sins of yonr Fathers ? Are jfou turned unto 
the Lord your God ? Nay ; Do ye not tread in the 
fame Steps ? Bating that finale Point .of Outward Ido- 
latry, what Abomination did they ever commit, which 
you have not committed alfo ? Which the Genmlity 
of you do not commit ftill, according to 3rDar Power } 
If therefore^ the Coming of the Meffiah was hin* 
der'd by the Sins of your Forefathers, then by fame 
Rule, your Continuance therein will hinder His Com- 
ing to the End of the World. 

Brethren f my Hearths Defire and Prayer to GOD is. 
That he would gather the Outcafts of IfraeL And I 
doubt not, but when the Fulneis of the Gentiles is 
come in, then all Ifraeljhall he fwved. But mean 
Time, is there not great Caufe that ye fbould fay with 
Daniel^ O Lord, Righteoufnefs helongeth unto thee^ hut 
unto us Confufion of Face, as at this Day^ to the Men 
> ©^ Judah, tind unto all Ifrzcl, O%ordy fuee ha've Jinned, 
mte ha^e rebelled aguinfi thee,* neither have ^we obeyed 
the Voice of the Lord our GOD. Tet, O our GOD, irt^ 
dine thine Ear ani hear \ open thine Eyes and behold 
our Defolattons \ fcr Kve do not prefent our Supplied* 
lions before tkee for our BtighttQufneJfes^ hut for l^gnat 
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Mercies, O Lord^ hear,^ O Lord^ forgivi ! O Lofd 
hearken and do^ Defer not^ for thine onun Sake ; for 
thy City and thy People are' called iy th Nairn, 

15. I cannot conclude without addremng myfelf to 
you alfo, who do Aot admit ekhcr the Jenjuijh or Chri^ 
fiidn Revelation. But (till you defire to be happy : 
You own the efiential Difference between Vice and 
Virtue ; and acknowledge, (as did all the wifer Greeks 
and Romans) that Vice cannot confift with Happinefs* 
you allow likewife that Gratitude and Benevolence, 
Self-knowledge and . Modefty, Mildneis, Temperance, 
Patience and Generoiity, are juHly numberea -among 
Virtnes ; and that Ingratitude and Malice, Eqvy and 
lil*iiatarey PHde, Infolence and Vanity, Gluttony and 
Luxury, Covetoufnefs and . Difcontcnt, are Vices oif 
the higheft Kind. 

Now let ug calmly inquire, how fiur your Life is 
confident with your Principles. , 

You ieek Happinefari But you find it not. You 
como na nearer itv with . all, your Labours. Yoai 
are not happier than you was a Year ago. Nay, I 
doubt yo(a are more unhappy. Why is this, but be* 
caufe you look for Happinefs there, where you own it 
cannot be found ? Stideed, what \s there 611 Earth 
which can long fatisfy a Man of Uaderftanding ? Hif 
Soul is t(x) large ibr the Wosld he Uves in. He wants 
more Boom. 

JEftuat infelix angufto limit e Mundi^ 

Ut brevibus claufm Gyarij, par<vafue Seripho, 

He has already travelled thro' all which is called Plea* . 
fure 5 Diveriions, and Entertainments of every Kindl 
But among thefe he can find no Enjovment of any 
Depth ; they are empty, fhallowy fupernci^I ' Things i 
they pleafed for a while, but the Glofs is gone ; and 
now they are dull and taillefs. And \Yhat has he 
next ? Only the fame things again. For this World 
affords nothing more. It c^n fup0y him with no 
Change. Go, feed again : But ic is upon one Difh 
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ftill. Thus, . 

OccUit ntiferos cramhe refetita^ 

' Yet what Remedy under the Sun ! 

1 6. The founder Judgment, the llronger Under- 
flanding you have, the fooner are you fated with the 
World : And the more deeply convinced, all that 
Cometh is Vanity ; Fooliih, Infipid, Naufeous. You 
iee the Foibles of Men in fo much clearer a Light, 
and have the keener Senfe of the Empcinefs of Life. 
Here you are, a poor, unfatis£ed Inhabitant, of an un- 
quiet World ; turning your weary Eyes on this Side and 
on that Side ; feeking Reft, but finding none. You feem 
to be out of your Place : Neither the Peribns nor 
Things that furround you zx^fuch as you ivant. You 
have a confufed Idea of fomething better than all this ; 
but you know hot where to find it. You are always 
gafjpine for fomething which you cannot attain, no, 
not if you range to the , uttermoft Parts of* the 
Earth. 

But this is not i^l.- You are not only negathvely nn^ 
liappy, as Ending nothing whereon to flay the Weight 
of your Soul ; bur pojiti'velj fo, becaufe you are Un- 
Jkoly : You are miferable, becaufe you are vicious. 
Arc you not vicious ? Arc you. then full of Gratitude 
to Him, who eiveth you Life and Breath, and all 
Things ? Not fo ; you rather- fpurn his Gifts, and 
murmur at him that gave them. How often has your 
Heart faid, God did not ufe you well ? How often 
have you queilion'd either his Wifdom or Good- 
nefs ? Was this well done ? What Kind of Gratitude; 
is this? It is the beft you are Mafter of. Then 
take Knowledge of yourfelf. Black Ingratitude is 
rooted in ^our inmoft Frame. You can no more 
love Goo than you can fee him ; or than you Can 
be Happy without that Love. 

Neither (how much foever you may pique your- 
felf upon it) are you a Lover of Mankind. Can 
Ij'yMt and Malice confift ? Benevolence and Envy ? O 
.do. not put out your own F^es. And are not thefe 
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horrid Tempers in you ? Do not you cnyy one Man,' 
and bear Malice or Ill-will to another ?- I know y«u 
call thefe Dirpofitious by fofcer Names ; but Names 
change not the Nature of Things. You are pained 
that one fhould enjoy what you eannot enjoy your- 
felf. Call this what you pleafe, it is rank Envy. 
You are grieved, that a fecond er\joys even what you 
have yourlelf ; you rejoice in feeing a third unhappy. 
Do not flatter yourfdf i this is Malice, venomous Ma« 
lice, and nothing elfe. And how could you ever 
think of being happy, with Malice and Envy in your 
Heart ? Juft as well might you expeft to be at Eale, 
while you held burning Coals in your P^fom. 

17. I in treat you to refledl, whether there are not 
other Inhabitants in your Bread, which leave no Room 
for Happinefs there. May you not difcover, thro' a 
thoiifand Difguifes, Pride ? Too high an Opinion of 
yourfelf ? Vanity, Thirft of Praife, even (who would 
believe it ?) of the Applaufe of Knaves and Fools ? 
Uncvennefs or Sournefs of Temper ? Proncnefs to An- 
ger or Revenge ? Peeviflinefs, Fretfulnefs,- or pining 
Difcontent ? Nay, perhaps even Covctoufnefs. — And 
did you ever think, Happinefs could dwell with 
t£efe ? Awake out of that fenfelefs Dream. Think 
not of reconciling things incompatible. All thefe 
Tempers are eflential Mifery. So long as any of 
thefe are harboured in your Breail, you mud be a 
Stranger to Inward Peace. What avails it you, if 
there oe no other Hell? Whenever thefe Fiends are 
let loofe upon you, you will be conflrain'd to own» 
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Hell is where'er I am : Myfelf am Hell ! 



Andean the Supreme Being love thofe Tempers, 
which you.yourfelf abhor in all but yourfelf? If not,, 
they imply Guilt as wpU as Mifery. Doubtlefs they 
do. Only inquire of your own Heart, flow often in 
the mid Career of your \ ice have you felt a fecret 
Reproof, which you knew not how to bear, and 
therefore ftifled as foon as poluble ? 
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t'S. And did Dot even /^/V point at an Hereafter ? 
a foture State of Exiftence ? The more reafonable a- 
aiong you have no Doubt of this ; you do not imagine- 
riie whtH Man dies together : Altho' you hardly fup-' 
pofe the Soul, once diiengaged, will dwell again in an- 
Houfe of Clay. But how will your Soul fubiifi with- 
dat it } How are you qualified for a feparate State ? 
Snppofe this Earthly Covering, this Vehicle of Or- 
ganize Matter, whereby you hdd Commerce with 
the Material World, were now to drop ojfFi Now, 
what will you do in the Regions of Immortality I You 
cannot eat or drink there. You cannot indalge either 
the Defire of the FleOi, the Defire of the Eye, or the 
Fride of Life. You love only worldly things ; and 
they arc gone, fled as Snvoke, driven away for ever, 
Hefc is no Poffibility of fenfual Enjoyments ; and you 
have a Rclifti for nothing elfe. O what a Separation 
is this, from all that you. hold dear I What a Breach 
is made, never to be healed ! 

But befide this, you, are unholy ; full of evil Tem- 
pers ; for you did hot put off thefe with the Body. 
You did not leave Pride, Revenge, Malice, Envy, 
Difcontent behind you, when you left the World/ 
And now you are no longer chear'd by the Light of 
the Sun, nor diverted by the Flux of various Objefts :• 
But thofe Dogs of Hell are let loofe to prey upon your 
Soul, with their whole, unrebated Strength. Nor is 
there any Hope, that your Spirit will now ever be rc- 
ilorM to its original Purity: Not even that poor Hope 
of a purging'Fire, fo elegantly defcribed by the Hea^^ 
^hen Poet, io»ne Ages before the Notion was revived 
among the Doctrines of the Romijh Church. 

. -^^Ali^e tenduntur inanes 

Sufpenfie ad njentos ; aliis fub gurgite fvafio 
Infe£ium eluitur fcelusy aut ekuritur igni'^ 
Donee ionga dies^ exaSio tempores orbi, 
-Concretam exemit lahem^ furumque reliquit 
^thereum fenjum atque aurai ftmplids ignem. 

i9« What 
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19- What a great Gulph then is fix'd between yon 
and Happinefs, both in this World and that which is to 
come ? Well may you fhudder at the Thought ! More 
efpedally when you are about to enter on that untried 
State oT Exiflence. For what a Profped is this, when 
you ftand on the Verge of Life, ready to launch out in- 
to Eternity? 'What can you then think? You fee 
nothing before you. All is dark and dreary. On the 
very beft Suppoficion, how well may you addrefs your 
parting Soul in the Words of dying Adrian \ 

^' Poor, little, pretty, fluttering Thing, 
' Muft we no longer live together ? 
'And doft thou prune thy trembling Wiifg, ^ 

To take thy Flight thou know'ft not whither ? * 

Thy pleafmg Veip, thy hum'rous Folly 

Is all negleded, all forgot ; 
Andpenfive, wavering, melancholy. 

Thou hop'il, and fear'ft thou kno w'ft not what.* 

" Thou kpow'ft not what ! " Here is the Sting, 
fuppofe there were no other. To lie thou knoiApfl not 
ivhaf t Not for a Month, or a Year, but through the 
countlefs Ages of Eternity ! What a tormenting Un- 
certahity muft this be ? What racking UnwilJingnefs . 
muft it occaiion, to exchange even this known Vale of 
Tears,for the unknown Valley of the Shadow of Death ? 

" And is there no Cure for this? " Indeed there is, 
an effeftual Cure ; even the Knowledge and Love of 
GOD. There is a Knowledge of GOD which umjeils 
Eternity, and a Love of GOD, which endears it. 
That Knowledge makes the great Abyfs <viftl;le ; and 
all Uncertainty vanifhes away. That Love makes it 
umiabie to the Soul, io th%t Fear has no more Place ; 
But the Moment GOD fays, by the welcome Angel of 
Death, " Come Thou up hither)'' She 

** Claps the glad Wing, and Towers away. 
And mingles with the Blaze of Day." 

G -zo . S«ft 
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zc. Sec, ye noev what Advantage every Way, a 
Chriftian has ovtr youF Probably the Reau>n you faw 
it not before Was, becaufe you knew none but nominal 
Chrifiians ; Men who profefs^d to helie've more (in tb^ir 
Way of belie vipg) but had no more of the Knowledge or 
Xove of GOD than yourfelves. So that with regard to 
Real, Jmvard Religibn^ you Hood upon even Ground* 
And perhaps in many Branches of Outward Re/igion, 
the Advantage was on your Side. 

May the Lord, the GOD of the Chridians, either 
reform thefe Wretches, or take them away from the 
Earth I That lay this grand Stumbling-block in the 
Way of thofe, who defire to know the Will of GOB f 

ye who defire to know his Will, regard them not ! 
If it be poffible, blot them out of your Remembrance. 

They neither can nor <wi/i do you any Good. O 
fufFer them not to do you Harm. Be not prejudiced 
againfl Chriflianity by thofe, who know nothing at all 
of it. Nay, they condemn it, all real, /u^antial 
Chwftianity ; they fpeak evil of the Thing they know 
not. They have a kind of canf Word for the whole 
' Religion of the Heart.' They call it Entbuftafm 

1 will. briefly lay before you the Ground of the Mat- 
^ter, and appeal to you yourfelves for the Reafonable- 

nefs of it. 

2 1 . What a miferable Drudgery is the Service .of 
GOD, unlefs I love the GOD whom I ferve ? But I 
cannot love one whom I know not. How then' can I 
love GOD till I know him ? And how is i^^poffible I 
fhould know GOD, unlefs he make himfelf known iinto 

' xne r By Analogy or Proportion ? Very good. But 
where is that Proportion to be found ? What Propor- 
tion does a CreatGre bear to its Creator ? What is the 

, Proportion between Finite and Infinite ? 

I grant, the Exifience of the Creatures demonftratively 
fhews the Exifience of their Creator. The whole Crea- 
tion fpeaks, that there is a GOD. But that is. not the 
Point in queflion. I know there is a GOD. Thus far 
is clear. But who will fhew me, what that GOD is. 
The more I refled the more convijiccd I am, that it is 
not poilible i^^i- any or all the Creatures, to take off the 

Veil 



i 75) 

Veil which is on my Heart, that I may difcern this trtlr* 
known GOD,; to draw the Curtain back which now 
hangs between* that I may fee him which is inviiible. 

This Veil of Fleih now hides him from my Sight. 
And who is able to make it tranfparent ! So that I may 
perceive tbro* this Glafs^ GOD always before me, till I 
fee him Face to Face, 

I want to know this great God who £lieth Heaven 
and Earth : Who is above, beneath, and on every 
Side^ in all Places of his Dominion ; who juft now be- 
fets me behind and before, and lays his Hand upon me. 
And yet I am no more acquainted with hjm, than with 
one of the Inhabitants of Jufit^r or Saturn, 

O my Friend, how will you get one Step farther, un- 
iefs God reveal himfeif to your Soul ? 

22. Atid why fhould this feem a thing incredible to 
you? That God, a Spirit, and the Father of the Spi- 
rits of all Fleih, Ihould difcover himfeif to your Spirit, 
which is itfelf, the Breath of God» DMme Particula 
jfura? ' Any more than that material Things fhould 
difcover themfelves to your material Eye. Is it any 
more repugnant to Reafon, that Spirit ^uld influence 
Spirit, than that Matter fhould influence Matter ? Nay, 
is not the former the more eafily intelligible of the two ? 
For there is the utmoU Difiiculty in conceiving* how 
Matter Ihould influence Matter at sd^. How that which 
is t6tally pajp've fhould aSl, Neither can we rationally 
account either for Gravitation, Attraflion, or any na- 
tural Motion whatfoever, but by fuppofing in all the 
Finger of God, who alone conquers that Vis inertia 
which is effential to every Particle of Matter, and work- 
eth all in all. 

Now if Go d fhould ever open the* Eyes of yourUa- 
derHanding, muft not the Love of God be the imme- 
diate Coniequence ? Do you imagine you can fee God» 
without loving him ? Is it , poiTible^ in the Nature of 
Things ? Si 'virtus confpicerstur pct^/fs, faid the old 
Htsithen,fnirahi/es am^res excitaretfui How much more 
if you fee him who is the original Fountain, the great 
Archetype of all Virtue, will that Sight raifc in you a 

G. 2 I<iQveL 
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Love thtit is wonderful, fuch as the gay and bufy WorW 
know not of I 

23. What Benevolence alfo, what tender Love to the 
whole of Human Kind, will you drink in, together 
with the Love of God, from the unexhaufled Source 
of Love ? And how eafy is it to conceive, that more 
and more of his Image will be then transfufed into 
your Soul ? That from didnterefled Love, all other 
Divine Tempers will, as it Avere naturally, fpring? 
^Jildnefs, Genilenefs, Patience, Temperance, Juftice, 
Sincerity, Contempt of the World ; yea, wbatfoever 
Things are venerable and lovely, whatfoever arc juftly 
of good Report. 

And when you thus love God and all Mankind, and 
are transfbrmM into his Likeneis, then the Command- 
ments of God will not be grievous ; you will no more 
complain, that they deftroy the Comfort of Life. So 
far from it, that they will be the very Joy of your 
Heart 5 Ways of Pleafantnefs, Paths of Peace ! You 
will experience here that folid Happinefs, which yoa 
had elfewhere fought in vain. Without fervile Fear of 
anxious Care, fo long as you continue on Earth you 
will gladly do the Will of Goo here, as the Angels 
do it in Heaven. And when the Tim* is come that 
you fhou*d depart hence, when God fays,- ** A rife and 
•* come away," you will pa(s with Joy unspeakable out 
pf the Body, into all the Fulnefs of God. 

Now does not your own Heart condemn you, if you 
call this KtWgxon Enthi^aftn ? O leave that to thofe 
blind Zealots, who tack together a Sett of Opinions and 
, . en outfide Worihip. and call this poor, dull, lifelefg 
Thing, by the facred Name of Chriftianitj. Well 
might you account fuch Chriftiatnty as this, a mere 
Piece of empty Pageantry, fit indeed to keep the Vul- 
gar in awe, but beneath the Regard of a Man of Un« 
derHanding. 

But in how different a Light does it now appear ? 
If there be fuch a Religion as I have sketch*d out, 
muft not every reafonable Man fee, there is nothing on 
Earth to be deiired in comparifon of it f— But if any 

Man 
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Man defire this, let him ask of Goir: H&^vett|^to 
all liberally and npbraideth not. 

24. May you not ask, quite confiilently with your 
Principles, in fome Manner refembling this : 

O thou Being of Beings, thou Cau£ of AH, 4boa 
feeft my Heart ; thou underftandeft all my Thoughts. 
But how fmall a Part of thy Ways do I underftand .' I 
know not what is above, beneath, on every Side. I 
know not my own Soul. Only this I know, I am not 
what I ought to be. I fee and approvp the Virtue 
which I have not. I do not love Thee, neither ani I 
thankful. I commend that Love of Mankind j but I 
feel it not. Thou haft feen Hatred, Malice, Envy in 
my Heart. Thou haft feen Anger, Murmuring, Dif- 
content. iThf fe ja^czfy Paftons harrow yp my SouL 
I cannot feft, whiiei atti under this Yoke!- Nor am 
I able to (hake it ofti I am unhappy, and that thou 
knoweft. 

Have Companion upon me. Thou whofe Years do 
not fail f' On me, who have but a fhort Time to live, 
I rife up, and am cut down as a Flower. I i)ee as 
it were a Shadow. Yet a little while, and I return 
to Duft, and have no more Place under the Sun. 

Yet I know thou haft made my Soul to live for ever. 
But I know not where ; and I am unwilling to try. I 
tremble, I am afraid to go thither, whence I fhall not 
return. I ftand quivering on tfafi Edge of the Gulph ; 
for Clouds and Darkuefs reft upoo it. O God! Mufi 
I go always ** creepmg ydih l^rrors, and plunge into 
•* Eternity with a Peradventure ! '* 

O thou Lover of Men, is there no Help in Thee f 
I have heard (what indeed my Heart cannot conceive) 
that thou revealeft thyfelf to thofe that feek Thee, 
and pour eft thy Love into their Hearts : And that 
they who know and love thee, walk thro' the Sha^ 
dow of Death and fear no Evil. O that this were fo I 
That there were fuch an unfpeakable Gift, given to the 
Children of Men ! For then might I hope for it. O 
Goi, if there be, give it unto Me f Speak, that / 
may fee thee ! Make thyfelf known unto me si£o, m 
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the Manner that thou knowieU ! In any wife let me 
know thee and love thee, that I may be formM after 
thy Likenefsf That I may be Love^ as thoa art 
Love ; that I may now be happy in thee ; and when 
Thou wilt. Mi into the Abyfs ot thy Love, and enjoy 
jthee thro^ the Ages of Eternity ! 



The End of Part II. 
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jind fwben hi capu mart he bebild tbs Gty, and «wepi 
o^ir it, faying, If thou hadft known, even thou, at 
leaji in this thy Day, the Things which belong unto thy 
Peace / Luke xix. 41, 42. 
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FARTHER APPEAL 



To M E N of 



Reason and Religion. 



PART m. 



I. I. 1^ "^OW, what can an impartial Peribn 

think concerning the Prefent Slate 
of Religion in England? Is there a Na« 
tion under the San which is fo deeply 
fallen, from the very Firft Principles of all Religion ? 
Where is the Country, in which is found fo. atter a 
Difregard to even Heathen Morality f Such a thorourii 
Contempt of Jujiice^ and Truth, and all that (hould be ! 
dear and honourable to rational Creatures. 

What Species of Vice can poflibly be named, even 
of thofe that Nature itfelf ^hors, of whicli we have 
not had, for many Years, a plentiful and dill increafing 
Harvefl ? What Sin remains either jn Rome or Conjlan- 
tinople. which we have not imported long ago (if it 
was not of our native Growth) and improved upon ever 
fince ? Such a Complication of Villanies of every JCind, 
coniiderM with all their Aggravations ^ fuch a^f^rxof 
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whatever bears the Face of Virtue^ fuch Injuftice^ Fraud 
and Faljhood: Above all^ fuch Perjury ^ and fach a 
Method of Law^ we may defy the whole World to 
jproduce. 

• ^hat Multitudes are found throughout our Land, 
who do not even profefs any Religion at all ? And 
what Nunibers of thofe who profefi much^ confute their 
Profeilion by their PraSiice ? Yea, and perhaps by their 
exorbitant Pride, Vanitv, Covetoufncfs, Rapacioufnefs 
or Oppreflion, caufe tne very Name of Religion^ to 
ftijik in ' the':Naffirilsi of many (otherwife) Red/on'aBle 
Wteh? 

2, ** However, we have many thoiifands ftill, of 
truly Virtuous and ReHaious Men." Wherein does their 
Religion confift ? In Highfeoti/nefi and True Holine/s ? . 
' In JjO^ve ftronger than Death ? Fervent Gratitude to 
Go D ? and tender AffeHi^n to all his Creatures \ Is 
their Religion, the Religion of the Heart f A Re- 
newal of Soul in the Image of God ? Do they re- 
femhle him they nuorjhip ? Are they free from Pride, 
from Vanity, from Malice and £nvy ; from Ambition 
and Avarice, from Paffion and Luft ; from every «n- 
eafy and unlovely temper ? Alas, I fear neither they 
(the greater Part at leaf!) nor you^ know what this 
jRf/f|v'09 means ; or have any more Notion of it, than 
•the Peafant that holds the Plough, of the Religion of 
tiGymMfiphift, 

*Tis well if the Genuine Religion of Chritl' has any 
nOre Alliance with what you ca/I Religion^ than 
'Widi the Turkijh Pilgrimtges to Mecca^ or the Popfjh 
Wofftiip ^f our Lady of Lorftto. Have notyou fubfti- 
-tated in the Place of- the Religion of the Hearty fome- 
Vhing (I do not fay equally finfuX but) equally vain, 
and foreign to the <wor/^////»j of God in Spirit and 
in Truth ? What elfe can be fai^ even of Prayer, ' 
(Puhlick w Private) in the Manner wherein you ge- 
nerally ' perform it ? As a thing of courfe, running 
round and round, in the fame dull Track, without 
•cither the Knouuledge or Love of God ? Without one 
Heavenly Temper, either attained or improved? O 

iKhat Mockery of Goo is this ! 

And. 
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And yet even this .RsUgion^ which cab do you n^ 
Goody may do you much Harm, Nay» *tis plain, it 
does : It daily increajtes vour Pride^ as yoa meafom' 
your Goodnefs by the Number and Length of your Pep« 
forraanrces. It gives yoa a deep Contemft of thole» 
who do not come up to the full Ta/e of your Virtues* 
It infpires Men with a Zea/, which is the very Fire of 
Hell, furious, bitter, implacable, unmerciful ; often to 
a Degree that extinguiihes all Companion, all good Na- 
ture and Humanity. lofomuch that the execrable* 
Fiercenefs of Spirit, which is the natural Fruit of 
fuch a Religion, hath many times, in fpite of all Ties^ 
divine and human, broke out into open Violence, into 
J^a{9ne, Murder, Sedition, Rebellion, Civil War^^to 
the Defolation of whole Cities and Countries. 

Tantam hxc Religio fotuit fuadert mahrum I 

3. Now if there be a Goo, and one that is not 
a mere idle Spe&<uor of the Things that are done' 
upon Earth, ^ut a Rewarder of Men aiid Nations ac- 
cording to their Works, what can the Event of thefe 
things be? It was reafonable to believe, / that he 
wotiLi have rifen lon^ ago, and maintained his own 
Caufe, either by fending the Famine or Peflilence 

. a£iong- us, or by pouring out his Fury in Blood, 
And many wife and holy Men have frequency de- 
clared. That they daily expedled this ; that they daily 
looked for the Patience of God to give place, and 
Judgment to rejoice over Mercy. 

4. Juft at this Time, when we wanted little of Jili- 
ing up the Meafure of our Iniquities^ two or three 
Clergymen of the Church oi England began vehemently 
to call Sinners to Repentance. In two or three Years 
they had bounded the fame Alarm, to the utmoft Bor* - 
ders of the Land. Many Thoufands gathered toge* 
ther to hear them ; and in every Place where they 
came, many began to fhew* fuch a Concern for Reli» 
gion, as they never had done before. A. ftronger 
Impreffton was made on their Minds, of the Importance 
of things eternal, and they had more easneft Defires 
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of ferving God, than they had ever liad from their 
eafUeft Childhood. Thus did God begin to draw 
them toward himielf, with, the Cords of Love, with 
the Bands of a Man. 

Many of thefe were in a (hort Time deeply con- 
innced of the Number and Heinoufnefs of their Sins, ' 
They w«-e al(b made throughly fenfible of thofe 
Tempers^ which are jadly hateful to God and Man, and 
of their utter Ignorance of God, and entire Inability ^ 
either to know, love or ferve him. At the fame time,-^ 
theyfaw in the ftrongeft Light, the Infignificancy of 
their outfi'de Religion: Nay, and often con&fs'd it be- 
fore God, as the mod abominable Hypocrijy. Thus 
didjtlie]^ fink deeper and deeper into that Repentance^ 
which mull ever precide Faith in the Son of God. 

And from hence fprung Fruits meet for Repentance. 
The Drunkard commenced fober and temperate. The 
Whoremonger r.bftained from Adultery and Fornication ; 
the Unjuft from Oppreflion and Wrong. He that had 
been accuftomed to carfe and fwear, for many Years^ 
now fwore no more. The Sluggard began to work 
with his Hands, that he might eat his own Bread. The 
Mifer learned to deal his Bread to the Hungry, and to 
cover the Naked with a Garment. Indeed the whole 
Form of their Life w. s changed. They had lefi off 
doing Eml and learned to do ivelL 

5. Bat this was not all. Over and above this out- 
nvard Change^ they began to experience intvard Reli- 
gion. TJbe Love of GOD WDas Jhed abroad in their 
Hearts^ which they continue to enjoy to this Day. 
They love him, becaufe he firft lo^ed us^ and withheld 
not from us his Son, his only Son. And this Love 
conHrains them^ to love all Mankind, all the Children 
of the Father of Heaven and Earth, and infpires them 
with every holy and heavenly Temper, the whole Mind , 
that was in Chrift. Hence it is that they are now uni- 
form in their Behaviour, unblameable in all manner of 
Converfation. And in whatfoever State they arc, they 
have learned therewith to be content : Iniomuch that 
now they can in e^very thing give thanks : I'hey more 
thsn patiently acquiefce, (£ey rejoice and are exceediiw; . 
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glady in allGOD^sDlfpenfatbns toward them. For as 
long as tkef lore GOD (and that Love no Man taketh 
from them) they are always happy in GOD. Thus 
they calmly travel on thro* Life, being never weary nor 
faint in their Minds, never repining, murmuring or 
diffiitisfied, caftmg all their Care upon GOD, till the 
Hoar contes that they fhould drop this Covering of 
Barth, and return onto the- great Father of Spirits. 
Then cfpedally it is, that they rejoice with Joy unfpeak* 
able and full of Glwy, You who credit it not, come 
and fee. See thefe livii)g and dying Chriflians. 

" Happy while on Earth, they breathe ; 
Mightier Joys ordain'd to know. 
Trampling on Sin, Hell and Deaths 
To the third Heaven they go." 

Now if thefe Things are io^ what reafonable Maa, 
can' deny (fdppofing the Scriptures to be true) that God 
is now vifiting this Nation, in fi fkr other Manner thaix 
we had Caufe to exped ? Inftead ^ poaring oat his. 
iibrce Difpleafure upon us, he hath made us yet another 
Tender of Mercy : So that even when Sin did moft 
aboundy Grace hath much more abounded, 

6. Yea, the Grace of GOD winch bringetb Sal*ua' " 
tiony preient Salvation from inward and outward Sin»> 
hath abounded of late Years in fuCh a Degree^. a$ nei- 
ther we nor our Fathers had known. How ext^fi^e i», 
the Change which has been wrought on the Minds an4f 
Lives of the People f Know ye not that the Sound is> 
gone forth into ail the Land ? That there is fcarce ^ 
City or coniiderable Town to Se found, where fongb-' 
have not been rouzed out of the Sleep of DeatjLf] 
and conftrained to cry out, in the Bitternefs of th^ 
Soul, IVhat mkft I do to befaved? That this religious f 
Concern hasfpread to every Age and Sex ; to moft Orr\ 
ders and -Degrees of Men ? To abundance of thofoi 
in parti6tilar, who in time paft, were accounted Mon-^ 
fters of Wickednefs, drinking in Iniquity like Water ^ and 
committing all Uncleannefi njuitb Gre^dimfi, 

H ' 7. In 
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7- In what Agp has fuch a Work been wrought^ 
confidering the Swiftnefs as well as the Extent of it ? 
When have fach Numbers of Sinners in io Jhort a Time 
been recovcr'd from the Error of their Ways ? When 
hath Religion, 1 will not fay, fmce the Reformation^ 
but fincc the Time of Conflantine the Grent^ made fo 
large a Progrefs in any Nation, within fo fmall a Space f 
I believe, hardly can either antient or modern Hiftory, 
fttpply us with a parallel Inibnce. 

^. Let- anderlbnding Men obferve alfo the 'Depth of 
the Work, fo extenjvvely and fiwtftly wrought. It i* 
not a flight or fuperficial Thing : Kut Multitudes of ^ 
M^ have been fo throughly convinced of Sin ^ that their ' 
Bones nuere fmitten afunder^ as it *were ivith a Sword^ 
dinnding the very joints and Marro^w, Many of thefe 
have been fliordy after fo filled with Peace and Joy in 
believingy that whether they were in the Body: or out 
of the Body, they could fcarcely tell. And in the • 
Power of this Faith they have trampled ander foot, 
\vhatever the Werld«eccounts either terrible or deiirable : 
Having evidenced in the fevereft Trials, (o fervent, a 
Love to GOD, fo invariable and tender a Goodwill to 
Mankind, particularly to their Enemies, and fuch a 
Meafure of all the Fruits of Holinefs, as were not un- 
worthy the Apoftolic Age. Now fo deep a Repen** 
tance, fo firm a Faith, to fervent Love and unblemifh'd 
Holinefs, wrought in fo many Ferfons, within fo Ihorc 
ft Time, the World has not feen for many Ages. 
: 9.. No lefs remarkable is the Purity of the Religion 
which has extended itfelf fo deeply and f<wiftly. I fpeak 
'p*ticularly, with regard to the Do^ines held by thoie, 
aiftong whom it is io extended. Thofe of the Church 
^ England^ at lead, rauft acknowledge this. For where 
it there a Body of People in the Realm, who. Number 
fot Number, fo clofely adhere to what our Church de- 
livers as pure Dodrine ? Where are thoie who have 
approved and do approve themfelves more mrthodox^ 
Biore found in their Opinions ? Is there a Socinwn or 
Arian among them all? Nay, were you to recite the 
whol6 Caulogue of Herefiei^ enumerated by Bp. Pear- 

fin. 
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fon^ it might be ask'd, Whg can lay any one of thefc to 
their Charge ? 

Nor is their Religion tsioxtfure from Herefy^ than ic 
is from Superftition, In former Times, wherever an UB- 
uftial Concern for the Things of GOD hath appeared, 
on the one hand^r^^g^^ and erroneous Opinions conunudl'' 
ly fprang up with it ; on the other, a Zeal for Things 
which were no Part of Religion, as tho* they had been 
efTential Branches of it. And many have laid as great 
(if not greater) Strefs on Trifles, as on the weightier 
Matters of the Law. But it has not been fo in the pre* 
fent Cafe. No Strefs has been laid on any thin?, as 
tho* it were neceifary to Salvation, but what is undeni- 
ably contain'd in the Word of GOD. And of the 
Things contained therein; the Streis laid on each, has 
been in proportion to the Nearnefs of its Relation, to 
what is there laid down as the Sum of all, the Love of 
GOD and our Neighbour. So fitre from Superftition^ 
fo throughly ycr^/i^r/?/ is that Religion, which has lately 
fpread in this Nation. 

10. It is like wife rational as well 2& fcriptural i it is 
as pure from Entbufiafrty as firo^ Superjfition, It is 
true, the contrary has been continually affirmed. But" 
to affirm is one thing, to prove is another. Who will 
prove^ That it is Enthujiafm to lo<ve GOD ? Even tho* 
we love him with all our Heart? To r^oice in the Senfe 
of his Love to as ? To praife him, even with all our 
Strength I Who is able, to make good this Charge, 
againlt the Loife of all Mankind? Or, laying Rheto- 
rical Flouriibes afide, to come clofe to the Queltion and 
dimonftratey That it is Enthufiafmy in every State we ar^ 
in, therewith to be content ? i do but juft touch oa 
the general Heads. Ye Men of Reafon, give me a 
Man, wh9, fetting Raillery and ill Names apart, will 
maintain this by dint of Argument, If not, own this 
Religion is the Thing you ieek ; fober, manly^ ratia- 
hal^ divine : However expofed to the Cenfure of thpfe, 
who are a^cuftom*d to revile what they underdand not. 

1 1 . It may be ferther obfervM, the ReHgion of thoie 
we now fpeak of, is'cntirely clear from Bigotry, (Per- 
haps this might have been rank'd with Superftitionj of 
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which it fcems to be only a particular. Species.) * T^hcy 
are in no wife bigotted to Ofimom, Thty do indeed 
hold right Opinions. But they are peculiarly cautious, 
not to reft the Weight of Chrifiianity there. They 
have no fuch overgrown Fondpefs for any Opinions, 
as to think thofe alone will make them ChrifUans, or 
to confine their Affeflion or Eftcem to thofe who agree 
with them therein. There is nothing they are more 
fearful of than this, leaft it (hould ileal upon them 
unawares. Nor are they htgotted to any particular 
Branch, even of Praftical Religion. They defire in- 
• deed to be exaft in every Jot and Tittle, in the 
\Rry fmalleft Points of Chrifiian Pra^tce, But they 
are not attached to one Point more than another ; 
they aim at uniform, univerfal Obedience. They- 
con:end for nothing triflings as if it was important j 
for nothing indifferent^ as if it were neceifary ; for no- 
thing circumftantial^ as if it were ^ffential to Chri- 
Itianity ; but for every thing in its own Order. 

1 2. Above all, let it be obferved, that this Reli- 
gion hafs no* Mixture of Vice or Vnbolinefs, It gives 
no Man of any Rank or Profeffion, the leaft Licence 
toTm. It makes no Allowance to any Perfon, for 
UngodlineG of any Kind. Not that all who follow 
atVer have attained thi>, either arc already perfeft : 
But however that be, tiicy piead for no Sin, either In- 
ward or Outward. Tney condeirin every Kind and 
Degree thereof, in theaifelves as well as in other 
IVten. Indeed, molt in themfflves ; it being their 
conftant Care, to bring thofe VVfirds home to their 

. owh Cafe, Whofoe*ver *Jhall keep the 'whole Lww^ c^nd 
yet offend in one Pointy he is guilty of ail. 

13. Yet there is not found among them x}x?x bitter 
Zeal^ in Points either of fmall or of great Impor- 
tance, that Spirit of Perjecution^ which has .fb often 
accompanied the Spirit of Reformation.- 'Tis an idle 
Conceit, that the Spirit of Pcrfecution is among the" 
Paptfs only; it is. wherefoever the Devil, that old 
Murderer, works 1 and he ftill *worketh in all the Children 
tf DifobeditHce, Of confequence, all the Children of 

Difobedkncc, will on a thbufgnd different Pretences, 

and 
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ajid iR a thoufand dHfeirnt Ways,, fo far as Gop 
permics, pcriecute ,the Children of God, But what is 
ItiU more to be lamented is, that the Children of 
\GoD themfelves,. have fo often ufed the fame Wea- 
pons and perfecated othersi/ when the Power < was in 
their own Hands. 

Can we wholly excufe thofe venerable Men, onr 
great Reformers themfelves, from this Charge ? I fear 
not, if we impartially read over any Hiftory of the 
Rifirmatian. What Wonder is it then, that when 
the Tables were turned, Bp. Bonner or Gardiner fhould 
inake Reprifals ? That they fhould meafure to others 
(indeed good Meafure Jhaken iogefber) what had before 
been meafured to them? Nor isitflrange, when we 
confider the fingle Cafe -of yoan Bocber^ that God 
fhould fuflfer thole (otherwife) holy Meti, Archbiftiop 
CranrneTy Bp. Ridley ^ and Bp. Latimer ^ to drink of the 
fame Cup with her. 

' 14. But can you find any Tinflure of this in the 
Cafe before us ? Do not all who have lately known 
the Love of God, know nvhat Spirit they are of? And 
that the Sm of Man is not come to defiroy Men^s LiiHS^ 
hut to fa<ue them? Co they approve of the ufmg 
any Kind or Degree of Violence^ on any Account or 
Pretence whatfoever» in Matters of Religion ? Do 
they not hold the Right twtry Man has to judge for 
himfelf to be /acred and inviolable ? Do they allow 
any Method of bringing even thofe who are farthed 
out of the Way, ivho are in the grofleft Errors, to 
the Knowledge of the Truth, except the Methods of 
Reafon and Perfuafion ? Of Love, Patience, Gentle- 
nefs, Long-fuffenngi Is there any thing in their 
PraQice which is inconfiilent with this their condant 
Profeffion ? Do they in fadt hinder their own Rela» 
tioDS or Dependents fix)m worfhipping God accor- 
ding to their O'wn Confcience ? When they believe 
them to be in Error, do they ufe Fgrce of any Kinc'J 
in order to bring them out of it ? Let the Inftaricc?, 
if there are fuch, be produced. But if no fuch . are 
to be found, then let all reafonable Men who believe 
the Bible ^ own, That a Work of God is wrought in 

* H 3 Q^^ 
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O'lr IfitXki : And fuch a^ Wioik ( if we furvey iit 
ooe View the E^tutt of.it;, t)>e ^mjifinefi with whidl 
k bn^ ipread* the Deftlf of .that Keligion which wai^ 
fo fwlftly diffufed, jand Its Puritj from all corrupt 
Mixtures,) as it muft be acknowledged » cannot ea£iy 
be paraUelMy in all thefe concurrent Circumilances^ 
by any thing that is fouHd in the Enghjh Annab 
fince Chriftianity was firil'planted in this Ifland. 

Vif, J. Anid^Tjet thofeovi^ can di/csm the Fetce'sf 
iht Siy^ catfWft ^/cfirn the Sigps 9f 4he T^taes. Vet 
tho(e who Are efteemed wife, Men do not know, 
that God h mw reviving his Work upon Earth. 
Indeed concerning fome of thefe the Reafon is plain ; 
they Am*w not, becaufe th^y thini not of it. Their 
•Thoughts are othenyife employM ; their Minds are 
taken up with things of quite a d'Aertnt Nature. Or 
perhs^y they may thiqk of it a JtttJe now and Uiea, 
when they iiave nothing elfe to do ; buf not ferioufl^' 

' or deeply ; not with any Clofenefs or Attention of 
Thought. They are too much in Hafte to ^uu!iii 
the Fa6b whereof we fpeak, and to draw the jud in- 
ferences therefrom : Nor is the Convit"Uon which they 
may fometimes feel fuiFered to fmk into their Hearts ; 
bat things that have a larger Share in their Affec- 
IJons foon deftroy the very Traces of it. / 

a. True it is» that there are fome who think more 
deeply/ who are accuHomed to confider things froni 
the foundation, and to lay Circumilances together, 
that they may judge of nothing before they have fuA 
Evidence : And yet even (bme of thefe am>ear to be 
§M doubt , concernine the prefent Work.^ JNow, (up* 
pofing it to be a Work of God, how can this be ac- 
counted for? That they who fo diligently in<jui/e 
concerning it, do not know the Time of their Vifita; 

.|ion ? Perhaps becaufe of the deeply rooted Prept£cf 
which they brought with them to the Enquiry ; and 
Which iii]l hai^ging on their Minds, makes it fcarce 
poflible for them to form an impartial Judgment. Per- 
Jups even a flight Prefoffeffion might occafioa theijr 

/tinmtling CD idme of thofe Rocks of Offexce, which 
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b)r the V9\(e Permiffibn of God, always did and alwajs 
wifl attend any Reviral of his Work* Nay, it ma/ 
be, their very Caution was carried to Excefs. They 
wpuld net judge,' before they had fuch Evidence aft 
the Nature of the thing would not admit, or at ItaA 
God did hot fee fit to give, 

3 . All this is very -eaTy to conceive. But it may at 
iirfl appear furprizing, to find Men of Renowii, ^Meii 
fappsied to be endow'd with Knowledge, and with A* 
.biiities of ^veiy Kind, flatly, openlv; peremptorily 
den^ing^ that there has-been any jinnfutn'^9^ or Gop 
at kll f Yea, a late eminent Writer goes farther yti\ 
'accounts* it an Inftance of downright 2nthftjirifmy to 
imagine J xYi^X. there is any extraordinary Work no>v. 
wrought upon the Earth *. 

It avails not to (ay, ** No, he does not deny this, 
"** but he denies it to be the Work of God". This 
is palpably trifling : For the Work under Coniideratio<i 
5s of fuch a Nature (namely^ the ConveHion of MeA 
from all Manrer of Sin, to Holinefs of Heart and 
Life) that if it be. at any Time \^Triiglit at all, it muft 
be the Work of God : Seeing it is God alone, and 
not any Child of Man, who is able "to dcflrty the 
PToris of the Devil, 

Yet neither is this difficult to be accoonted for, if 
we coniidcr things more dofely : For the fame Pre^ 
juSte whiph keeps fome in doubt ^ may eafily be con*- 
ceived fo to influence others, as to make them wholly 
den^ the Work <3^ God. And this it may do in fe- 
veral Ways : It may either bring- them to queiUoa 
the Fafts related, and hinder their endeavouring xh 
be more fully informed ; or prevent their drawing fuclv 
Inferences from thofe Fafb^^as they would other wife- 
fee to be plain and undeniable. Yea, and it will 
•give ten-fold Weight to the Offences which muft 
■oomey io as to over-balhace all Evidence whatfo*- 
ever. 

4. This alfo may account -Ibr the Behaviour of 
thbfe, who not content to fufpcnd their Judgment, or 
to dn^ the Work of God, go farther Hill, even to the 

• O^enfotiws, Past. III. 

2 A^t.t;^ 
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I^ivgth of C9ntradi£img and hJaJpbeming. Nay, fomer 
of thefe have expreiTed a deeper Abhorrence, and 
ihew[n a ftronger Enmity . againft this, than they were 
ever known to do agamft Popeiy, In^delicy, or any 
Herefy whatfoever. Some have perfecuted the /«- 
ftrummts whom it pleafed God to' ufe herero, only 
not to the Death : And others have treated in the 
fame Manner, all thofe whom they termed their Fol- 
lowers, A few Inftances of this it may be proper to 
mention, oat of very many which might be recited. 
, 5. On the 20th of June 1743, a great Mukitqde of 
People gathered together, chiefly (torn Walfal^ Dot* 
ieftou and Bilfton^ in Wednejbury Church-y4rd, Staf-^ 
fordjbtre. They went from thence (after by (bund- 
ing a Horn they had gathered their whole Company 
together) to Mr. Eaton\ Houfe, ' in the Middle of 
the Town, who was at that Time Conftable, He 
jwent to the Door with his Conilable^s Staff, and be- 
gan reading the A6t of Parliament againfl Riots ; but 
;Uie Stones flew fo thiols about his Head, that he 
was forced to leaye oiF reading and retire. They 
broke all his Windows, the Door of his Houfe, and 
4 large Clock in Pieces. They went then to above 
fourfcore other Houfes, in many of which there were 
xot three Panes of Glais left. 

6. About WhitfuntUe% 1 743. a MoharoTe at Darlefton, 
^near Wensbury) and broke all the Windows, (befide 
■i'poiling many of their Goods) of jifi^ua Cpnftabh^ 
John CotteriU^ Thomas Butler^ Thmas Wilkinfini^ Aa- 
ton Luhgmore, .fViiliam PtfWfli, Ann Evans^ ff^a/ur 
Carter^ ^anmet Carter, ^^^ Thomas Wilks. 

Ed*ward lHarttfi, Aim Lonv, Joam Fletcher^ Edijoard 
Hortofiy Mumford Wiiks% Jo/, Tardly and Robert Demcw 
had all their Windows broke twice. 

James Fo/ier-y Widow Hires, and youathan Josus 
Jiad their Windows broke, and Money extorted to (ave 
their Houfe*. 

s John Fofieruid Joke Wood had their Windows broke, 
.and their Goods broken and fpoiPd. . t 

J of. Spittle had his \yindows broke, his Hoiife broke 
open* fome Goods fpoll'd^ and fome takeaaway* 

miliam 
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William Pf^oods had his Windows broke twice, and 
was himfelf compelled to go along with the Rabble. 

Elizabeth Li/igl^am, a Widow with five Children, 
had her Goods 1'poiied, her Spinning- Wheel (the Sup- 
port of her Family) broke : And her Pan^ Monvance- 
reduced from z s, and 6^. to,i j. and 6 d.k Week. 

l^alentine Jlmherjley had his Windows broke twice ; 
his Wife, big with Child, beaten with Clubs. 

George Wynn had his Windows and poods broke, and 
to.favehis Houfe, was forced to give them drink. 

Thomas Day had his Windows aild Goods broke, and 
was forced to remove from the Town. 

Jofeph Stuis had his Windows broke twice, and his 
Wife fo frighted that (he roifcarried. 

7 On juM 30. 1743. JohnBaker^ at the Head'of 
a large Mob, came to the Houfe of Jonas Turner^ at 
Wefi-Bram'wickyV\KZx Wemhurj^ and asked him, ** Whe- 
ther he wouM keep from thefe Men that went preaching . 
about, and go to the Church ?" He anfwered, I do go 
to the Church. But I never fee any of you there. Prc- 
fently one Daniel Oniens with a great Club, broke great 
.■ Part of the Window at one Blow, Others laid hold ciif 
him and dragg'd him about S'xty Yards, before he 
cou'd get loiife from them. Afterwards they broke all 
his Windows, and threw into'the Houfe abundance of 
Siones, to break his Goods. 

About 4 in the Afternoon, they came to the Houfe 
of Wicfow Turner y of IVefi Bramnjoick. They threw in 
Stones and Bricks fo faft, t!iat fhe was forced to opeq 
the JDoor and run cut among them. One of her 
Daughters cried cut, ** My Mother will be killed !'* 
On which they frll to throwing Stone^ at her. She ran 
into a Neighbour's Houfe ; but before fhe coa'd fhut the 
Door, they broke the Bottom oiF with a Brick End. 
They followed her other Daugher with Stones, and 
one with a great Stake. She ran into another Houfe, 
much frighted, expecting to be murder'd. The Widow 
asked, '^ How can you come and abufe us thus ?'- On 
which one came with a large Club, and fwore, '* If (he 
fpoke another Word, he wou'd knock her on the Head, 
and bury her in the Ditch.'* Then he went and broke 
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all the Glafs that was lel'c. The iame they did to many 
cif the neighbouring Houfes. 

8. On the 19th of June^ Jamts Yeoman of Walfal^ 
faw Mary Bird in her Father's Houfe at Wewlury^ and 
fwore, " By G— you are there now : But we wUl 
kill you To morrow/* Accordingly he came with a 
Mob the next Day ; and after they had broke all the 
Windows, he took up a Stone and (aid, '' Now, by 
G — I ^illkilljrw.'* He threw it, and llrack heron 
the Side of the Head. The Blood gu(hed out and ihe 
dropt down immediately. 

The fame Day, they came to John burner % Houfe, 
And after they had broke all the Windows, Cafements 
and Cielingy one of them cried out, '* I fuppofe now 
*' you will go to your dear Jefus^s Wounds, and fee 
•• them opened for you." 

Another of them took Mr. Hands of Wemhurj by 
the Throat, fwore he won*d be the Death of him, gave 
him a great Swing round, and threw him upon the 
Ground, As foon as he arofe, one Equal Baker ^ gave 
him a Blow on the Eye and knock*d him down again. 
In about half an Hour, the Mob came to his Houfe, 
and broke all the Windows, except about twenty Panes. 
The Kitchen Windows they dear'd. Lead, Bars and 
all, broke the Wiodow-Pofts and threw them into the 
Houfe. The Shop was (hut up (he being an ApDthe- 
cary :} But they quickly broke it open, broke all the 
Pots and Bottles in Pieces, and defboy'd all his Medi- 
cines. They broke alfo the Shelves and Drawers in the 
Shop to Pieces, and many of his Houfhold Goods. 

In the latter End of June^ John Griffiths cf Wtnf- 
hury^ and Francis Ward went to Mr. D, Juftice of 
Che Peace. They told him the Condition they and 
their Neighbours were in, their Houfes broken, and 
their Goods fpoiled. He replied, ** I fuppofe you fol- 
*' low thefe Parfons that come about. I will nei* 
" ther meddle nor make." 

9. On January 13, 1743-4, the Mob it^e again at 
Darhfion^ broke all the Windows of all who /ol" 
lowed this. Way (except two or three who bought 
themfelvei off*) broke open feveral Houfes^ and took 

what 
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what they liked, the People belonging to them being 
fled for ttieir Lives. 

About the fame time, the Reverend Mr. E — came 
to Darkfion ; and meeting feme others at ^Thomas For^ 
fi>enj»%^ they drew up a Writing, and Nicholas ff^inffmn 
the Crier of the Town gave Publick Notice, •* That all 
the People of the Society mail come to Mr. Forjhe^^^ 
and iign it ; or eJfe their Houfcs would be palled down 
immediately.'* It was to this' Effed, ** That they 
would never read, or fing, or pray together, or hear 
thefe Parfons any more.** 

Several fignM this thro* Fear. They made every onei 
who didy lay down a Penny-— - ** To make the Mob 
drink.'* 

10. About CanMemaSf the Wife of Jojhua Con^ 
fiable oli DarUflon was going to Wensburyt when a Mob 
met ber in the Road, threw her down feveral Times, 
and abaied her io a manner too horrible to write. A 
Warrant was procured for fome of thefe. But one of 
them only was carried before^Mr. G— — , who came 
back and ,told his Companions, that the Juilice faid, 
** That they might go home about their Bufinefs.** On 
this the Mob rofe again, came to Jo/hud's Houfe, and 
deftroy*d all the neceiTary Goods therein. They like- 
wife broke and fpoiled all his Shop Tools, threw the 
Tiles off of the Roof of the Houfe, and pulled down 
one Room, -the Joift of which they carried away with 
them. Ail his Gunlocks they took away ; they tore 
in Pieces all his Wife's Linnen, cut the Bed and Bed- 
dead, fo that it was good for nothing, and tore ker 
Bible and Common Prayer Book all to Pieces. She 
and her Husband retired to another Houfe. But one' 
tellibg the Mob they were there, they fwore *' they 
would tear it down immediately, if the Man let thean 
flay any longer.** So they went out in the Froft and 
Sdow» not knowing where to lay their Head. 

11. OnTuefday^ J^n^^i^ > 743*4 BinrjOld^mt 
to John Grtfitb\ Houfe, laying, " If he did not leave 
folIouDing this Way^ he had a hundred Men at his Com- 
mand, who fhould come and pull his Houfe down.** 
Sooa after he brought (bme with him i but the Neigh- 



(96) 

b>urs^ave him Money, and ient him away for that. 
Time. 

Mmd, Feb, 6, between (tven and eight at Night*' 
came Part of the fame Company. Hearing them afar 
^f John and Wife faflened the Poor, and left th6 
Aoufe. Some of the Neiehboars going in foon after, 
found them deflroying all they could. Two Chairs 
aind feveral Bundles of Linnen, were laid upqn the 
Fire. After they had deftroy'd what they cou'd, they 
loaded themfelves with Cloaths and Meat, and went 
their Way. 

. The fame Day public Notice was given at WalfitU 

by a Paper fixt up there,/' Ihat all who deiignM to. 

. alTifl in breaking the Windows, and plundering the 

HottCes of the Methodifts at Wembury^ fhould b« ready 

at ten o'Cleck, the next Morning, on the Church-^ 

mir 

12. The next Morning, Feb, 7, (being Shro<ve ^tief- 
day) about half an Hour after ten, ^reat Numbers of 
Men were gathered together on the Church Kill. Thence 
they marched down, fome arm*d with ^Swords, fbme * 
with Clubs, and feme with Axes. They firft fell upon 
Benjamin ff at/on sHo\i[€, and broke many of the Tiles 
ajid ail the Windows. Next they came to'Mr.Al'- 
iLttbro^Wy broke a fine Clock, with many of his Goods, 
and flole- all the Things they could carry away. The 
next Hottfe was ^aue «Swi/^'s, whofe Windows they 
broke».wich what little Goods ihe had. The next was 
Mr. Bird's^ where they deflroyed evtry Thipg they 
found, except what they carried away ; cutting the 
Beds in pieces, as they did all the Beds which they 
could any where find. Thence they went to Mr. Ed^e^s 
HoufC'j He was ill of a Fever; '{0, for a Sum of Mo- 
ney, they patt it over. The nextHoufe was Mr^Hand^s,- 
They broke all his Counter, Boxes and Drawers, and' 
all (except fome Bedileads) that Axe or Hammer could 
break. They fpilt. all his Drugs and Chymical Medi- 
cines, and flole every thing they could carry, even all 
his and bis. Wife's wearing Apparel, befide what they 
had on. 
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\%, NIr. Eaton*s Houfe was next. T hey broke aB 
hts windows, and all his infide Loors in Pieces, cat 
the Lead off his Houfe, de&royed or Hole whatever 
they could lay their Hands on. Some Gentlemen of- 
fered to (lop them, if he would fign a Paper implying, 
•* That he would never hear thefe Parfons more." 
But he told them, ** He had felt already what a wound- 
ed Confcience was ; and by the Grace of GOD he 
-w6ald wound his Confcience no more.** 

After they had done at Mr. Eaton^s, .they plundered 
'feveral other Houfes in Wenjbury and Weft-hram^tck. 
It is fcarce poilible to defcribe the Outrages they com- 
'mitted. Only they left them they plundered alive. 

While they were plundermg y^i^w Twtner^s Hours', he 
waded thro' the Brook, to try if he could fave fome of 
his Goods,- which one Da^uid Garifigton was carrying 
away. Upon which Garington told hun, " It would be 
the fame here as it was in Ireland^ for there would be 
a Maffacre yery quickly. And he v;i(hM it was no-wy 

14, About eleven o' Clock, Sarah^ the Wife of John 
Sheldon^ being told, the Mob was coming to her Houfe» 
went and met them at the Gate. She askM John Ba- 
kery then- Captain, " What they were come for ? *' 
He anfwer'd, ** If fhe would have nothing more to do 
with thefe People^ not a Penny worth of her Goods 
fliould be hurt." She made no Replv. Then they 
broke the Door open, and began breakmg and plunder- 
ing the Goods. One coming ' out with a Fire-lbovel, 
•(he begg'd him, " not to take it away." He (wore, 
** if (he fpoke another Word, he would beat her Brain* 



out:" 



John Sheldon was this while helping Thomas Farkes 
to hide his Goods, tho* he knew by the Noife they 
were breaking his own to Pieces. Between Two aQ4 
Three he came to his Houfe with William Sit^h. Wil^ 
lican asked Sarah ^ how (he did ? Saying, " For his 
Parr, he took joyfully the fpoiling of his Goods.'* She 
anfwered, that ** feeing fo much Wickednefs, (he could 
not rejoice ; but (he ble(red G O D (he could bear 
it patiendy, and found not the lead Anger in her.*' 
Jotn Sheldon feeing* the Spoil they had made, fmikd 
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and (aid, '' Here is Urange Work.'* His Wife told 
liim, *^ if ihe had complied with their Terms, not one 
Penny-worth would have been hurt. '* He replied, 
'* That if (he had complied to deny the Truth,, and 
he had found his Goods whole on that Account, he 
ihould never have been eafy as long as he lived ; but 
he blefTcd ,GOD that (he had rather chofen to fuffer 
Wrong.'* 

The Mob continued to ri(e for (ix Days together. 
The Damage they did in and about Wednejbury^ at the 
very lo weft Computation, amounted to five hundred and 
' four Pounds, feventeen Shillings. ' 

JVedntJday^ 03oher 19, 1743, I came to Birmitig" 
baP{, in my Way to Vetwcaftle, Thurfday^ OQober 20, 
feveral Peiions itom Wtdmjbury earnefUy defired me to 
call there. I yielded to their Importunity, and went. 
I was fitting and writing at Francis Wartt^^ in the Af- 
ternoon ; when the Cry arofe, '* That the Darlefton 
Mob had befet die Houfe.'* I called toother thofe 
that were in the Houfe, and prayed, that GOD woulid 
[catHr the People, that delight in War. And it was fo : 
One went one Way, and one another ; fo that in half 
an Hour the Houfe was dear on every Side. But» be- 
fore Five, they returned with greater Numbers. The 
Cry of all was, '' Bring out the Minifter.'* 

I defired one to bring the Captain of the Mob into 
the Houfe. After a few Words interchanged, the 
Lion was as a Lamb. I then defired him to bring in 
one or two more of the moft angry of his Companions. 
He did fo s and, in two Minutes, their Mind was chan^* 
ed too. 1 then bad- them who were in the Room make 
Way, that 1 mieht go out amonz the People. As foon 
as I was in the Midft of (hem, I faid, '* Here I am : 
•• What do yott^want with me ? " Many cried ouc, 
** We want you to go with us to the Juflice. '* I told 
them, '* That I will with all my Heart. " So I walk- 
ed before, and two or three hundred of them followed^ 
to Bentley-Hallf two Miles from Wenjbury. fiut a 
Servant came out, and told them, " Juiiice Lane was 
not to be fpoken with. ^* Here they were at a Stand, 
till one advifed to go to Jufiice Perfihoufe, at WidjaL 

About 
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About Seven we came to his Houfe : Bat he alTo fent 
Word, ** That he was in Bed, and could not be fpoken 
with." 

All the Company were now pretty well agreed, to 
' make the beft of their Way home : 'But we had not 
gone 1 GO Yards, when the Mob of Walfal came pourr 
mg in like a Flood. The Darlefton Mob flood againfl 
them for a While; but, in a ihort I'ime, fome being 
knocked down, and others much hurt, the red ran away, 
and left me in their Hands. 

To attempt to fpeak was vain, the Noife being like 
that of taking a City by Storm : So they dragged me 
along till they came to the Town, at a few hundred 
Yards Didance ; where, feeing the Door of large Houfe 
open, I endeavoured to go in : But a Man, catching 
me by the Hair, (my Hat having been caught aw^y ac 
the Beginning) pull'd me back into the Middle of the 
Mob ; who were as fo many ramping and roaring Lions. 
They hurried me from thence, through the main Street, 
from one End of the Town to the other. I continued 
fpeaking all the Time to thofe within hearing, feeling 
no Pain or Wearinefs. • 

AltheWjBftEnd of the Town, feeing a Door half 
open, I made towards it, and would have gone in ; biit 
a Gentleman in the Shop would not fufFer me, faying, 
/• They would pull the Houfe down, if I did.'' How- 
ever, here I ftood, and asked, *' Are you willing to hear 
me ^eak ? " Many cried out, •• No, no : Knock his 
Brains out. *' Others faid, *• Nay ; but we luill hear 
him fpeak firft.** I began asking, " What Hurt have 
I done you ? Whom among yoii have I wronged in 
Word or Deed ?" And continued fp(^ing till my Voice 
faird. Then the Floods lifted up their Voice again ; 
many crying out, ** Bring him away, bring him away/* 

Feeling my Strength renewed, J fpoke again, and 
broke out aloud into Prayer. And now, one of the 
Men who had headed the Mob before, turned, and faid, 
** Sir, follow me ; •' Not a Man fhall touch a Hair of 
your Head." Two or three more confirmed his Words. 
At the fame Time the Mayor (for it was he that flood 
in the Shop) cried out, "For Shame, for Shame ; let 
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iim ^/* An honefl Butcher fpoke to the/ame EITeA ; 
and fccondrd his Words by laying hold of four or five, 
CDC after another, who were runnirg on tha tnoA 
fitxcely. The People then dividing to the Right and 
Left, thcfe three or four Men who had fpoken beforei 
C![H)k tne between them, acd carried me through the 
midtt ; bitterly orotefling, '* They would knock down 
any that touched him.'* Cut on the Bridge . the Mob 
nil led again : We thercfcre went on one Side, over a 
Mill dam, and thence thro* the Meadows, till a little 
after Ten, GOD brou^h^me fafe io H^emhury, having loft 
only a Part of my WaifiCcat, and a little Skin from 
one of my Hands. 

I believe every Reafonable Man will allow. That no- 
thing can pofiibly cxcufe the(e Proceedings : Seeine 
they are open, bare-faced Violations both of Juflicc and 
Mercy, and of all Laws Divine and Human. 

nr. I . I fuppofe no Froteftant will undertake to de* 
lend fuch Proceedings, even toward the vileft MiCcreaata* 
But abimdance of £x(u/is have been made, if ndt for 
^pc/ing it thus, yet for denying this Work to be of 
GOD, and for not acknowledging the Time of onr 
Vifitation. 

Some alledge, That the DoSrints of thefe Men are 
Falf^y Erroneous and Enthufiafthk : That they arc ww, 
and unheard-of till of late ; That they are Qoakerifm, 
Fanaticifm, Popery. 

This whole Pretence has been already cut up by the 
Roots ; it having been (hewn at large, that every 
Branch of this Dodlrine, is the plain Do£trine of Scrip- 
ture, interpreted by our own Church. Therefore it 
cannot be either Fai/e or Eironeous, provided the Scrip- 
ture be True. Neither can it be intbufiaflick^ unlets 
the fame Epithet belongs to our Articles, Homfliet and 
Liturgy^ Nor yet can thefe Do^ines be termed New : 
No newer, at lea(^, than the Reign of Queen Elixa- 
hetfj ; not even with Regard to the Way of Expreffion^ 
the Manner wherem they are propofed. And as to the 
Subdance, .they are more antient ilill i as andent not 
only as the Gofpel, as the Times of I/aiab^ or Dmvid^ 

or 
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» Mofis, bat as the firft Revelation of God to Man. 

* If tlierefore they we^e unheard-.of till of late, in any 
' that is termM a Chriftian Country, the greater Guilt is 
' on thofe, who as Ambaffadors of Chrift, ought to pub- 

lifh them Day by Day. 

Fanattcifin, if it means any Thing at all, means the 
fame with Enfhujiajm^ or Religious Madnefs, from 
which (as was obferved before) thefe Doffriws are diilant 

* as far as the Eaft from the Weft. However, it is a con^ 
'uenient Ward to be thrown out, upon any Thing we 
do not like ; becaufe icarce one Reader in a Thou&nd» 
has any Idea of what it means. If any Part of this 
Dodlrine is held by the ^akers^ there is the more Bea- 
Ton to rejoice. I wouM to God they held it all : Tho* 
Che Doftrine itfelf, wouM be neither better nor woHe 

■for this. 

Popery in the Mouth of many Men means juft no- 
thing ; or at moft, •-' Something very horrid and bad.** 
But Popery f properly fpeaking, is, Tlye Diftinguijhing 

'Do^rines of the Church of Rome, They are fumm'd 
up in the Ihvehe Articles which the Council of Trevt, 
added to the Nicene Creed. Now who can find the 
Icaft Connexion between any of thefe, and the Dodrines 
whereof we are fpealdng ? 

2. Others alledge, •* Their Doarine is too ftridl. 
They make the Way to Heaven too narrow.'* And 
this is in Truth the Original Objection, (as it was al- 
moft the only one for fome Time) and fs fecretly at the 
Bottom of a Thoufand more, which appear in va- 
rious Forms. - But do they make the Way to 
Heaven any narrower, than our Lord and his Apoftles 
made it ? Is their Dcftrine ftritter than that of the 
BiWe ? Confider only a few plain Texts. 7bou JhaU 

■ love the Lord thy God tjuith all thy Heart, and tuith all 
thy Miftdf and ivith all thy Soul, and nvith all th^ 
Strength — Tor e*very idle Iford ^:hich Men {hall /peak, 
"they Jh all give an Account in the Day of Judgment— 
Whither ye' eat or drink, or ^whatever ye do, do all ta 
the Glory of God. If their Do6trine is ftri6ler than this, 
they are to blame. But you know in your Confcience, 
it is not. And who can be one j.it lefs ilrift, without 
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torrupiini the Wwd of, GOD f Can any Steward of tbe 
,' Myfteries of GOD be found faithful, if he change any 
Part^ of that facred Dcpofitum ? No. He can abate 
nothing* he can foften nothing. He is conftraioed to 
declare to all Men* ** I may not bring down the Scrip- 
tare to your Tafte. Yea muft cmu upxo i(^ or periih 
for ever." 

3. This is the real Ground of that other popular Cry» 
. concerning '* the Uncharitablenefs of thefe Men.** Un- 
chariuble are they ? In what refped ? Do they noticed 
the Hungry and dothe the Naked ? *' No» That is 
, not the Thing. They are not wanting in this. But 
they are fo UncbaritabU in judziog ! They think none 
can be fiived» but thofe of tEeir own Way. They 
damn all the World befide themielves." 

What do you mean ? '* They think none can be fi|- 
vedy but thofe of their own Way.'* Mod furely they 
do. For as there is but One Heaven^ fo there is but 
OmWaj to it : Even the Way ofFait^ in Chrift, (For 
we fpeak not of Opinions^ or outward Modes of Wor' 
fiffp) the Way o£ Love to GQD and Man, the Higb- 
nvay ofHoUnefs. And is it uncharitable, to think or 
fay. That none can be faved, but thofe who walk in 
this Way ? Was he then uncharitable, who declared. 
He tbat believetb not Jballbe damned? Or he that £nd, 
Folion»' HolinefSf tvitbotU wbicb no Man Jball fee tbe 
Lord f And again : Tho* / beftow all my Goods to feed 
tbe Poor, and tbo* I give my Body to be burned, yetifj 
have not aydviv. Charity ^ Lovt, all this profite.h me 
nothing," 

** But they damn all, you fay, befide themfelves.'* 
Damn all I What kind of Word i» this? They damn 
DO Man. None is able to damn, any Man," but the 
Lord and Judge of all. What you probably mean by 
that drange Expreifion is, They declare that Goo 
condemns all, befide thofe who believe in Jefus Chrift, 
and love him ai)d keep his Commandments. And fo 
muft you alfo, or you fin ag^ft God, and your 
Neighbour and your own Soul. But is there any £/«- 
cbaritablenefs m this? In warning Sinners to fiee from 
the Wrath to come ? On the contrary, not to warn a « 

poor 
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poor, blkidy ftapid Wretch, that he is hanging over 
the Mouth of Hell» would be fo ioexcufable sl Want 
of Charity, as would bring his Hood upon our own 
Head. 

4. But there is no room for Difpute, touching the^e 
DoSrimts in general, feeing our Lord, gives you fo 
plain a Rule, by which you may eafily and infallibty 
know, whether they be of God. TI^ Tree is known 
fy its Fruit : Either therefore make the Tree good^ and 
iit^ruit goodi or elfe^ make the Tree corrupt and its 
Fruit corrupt^ (Matt. xii. 33.) Now what Fruit d6o8 
the Tree before us bring forth ? Look and fee; be- 
lieve your own Eyes and Ears. Sinners leave their 
Sins. The Servants of the Devil become the Ser- 
vants of God. Is this good or evil Fruit? That 
Fice lofes ground, and Virtue^ pradical Religion^ 
^uns ? O difpute no more. Know the Tree by its 
Fruit. Bow and own the Finger of God. 

But many who own thefe DoSrines to be of God, 
yet cannot be reconciled to the Infiruments he hath 
made ufe of. A very common ' Exception taken 
againft thefe is (and was from the Beginning) " That 
•• they are foj?tf*»f." Therefore (abundance of Men 
have readily inferrM) '* This Work cannot be of 

Perhaps they are not {o young as you conceive. 
Mr. Wbitefieid is now upwards of Thirty \ my 
brother is Thirty-feven Years of Age. I have lived 
above Forty-two Years. And a Gentleman in Cerw^ 
tvaJJ, for whom 1 often preach, has the Merit of 
having lived Threefcore and ieventeen Years. 
. But fuppoiing the Antecedent true, what a Conse- 
quence is this ? What Shadow of Scripture have you 
to fupport it ? Doth not God /end hy whom he will 
/end ? And who fhall fay to him, frhat doft thou f 
** Thefe are too young; fend elder Men." What 
Shadow of Reafon ? Is ^ not poffible, that a Perfon 
of Thirty or Forty may have as true a Judgment 
in the Thm^of God, and as great a Bleffing attend* 
ing his Preaching, as one of Fitty or Four-fcore } 
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I wHh you wookl explain yourfelf a Iittk on this Head : 

Scin velim^ verbo pretium quotas arroget a$inus f 

How old do you require a Man to be, before 
G6d fliali have Leave to fpeak by his Mouth ? ■■ 
O my Brethren, who ceold have bdieved any ferions 
Man woo*d once have named fuch an Argument is 
this I Seeing both Scripture and Reafon teach, that^ 
Go D herein givetb Account to none of his l^ays. But 
he worketh by whomfoever he <un7/ work ; he (hew- 
cCh Mercy by whom he wil fhew Mercy. 

6. " But there are only a Fe^ young Heads.^ I 
cannot but obfei ve here, what great Pains have been 
taken, what Diligence (hewn, to make and to keep them 
/SMV. What Arts have not been ufed, to keep back 
thoie, of the Clergy in particular, who have been 
clearly convinced from time to time, that they ought 
to'-join Hearts and Hands in the Work ? On this Oc- 
cafion, it has been accounted meritorious to fay all 
manrnr of E'vU of us falftlj : To promife them what- 
ever their Hearts defired, if they wou'd refrain from 
thefe Men : And, on the other hand, to threaten them 
with heavy things, if ever they went among them 
laore. So thai how fully fbevcr they were convin- 
ced, they could not aft according to their Conviftion, 
nnle^ they could give up at once- all Thought of 
Prefermeuty either in Church or State ; nay, all Hope 
pf even a Fellvwfhif^ or poor Scholar/kip, in either 
UniveHity. Many alfo have been threaten^, that if 
fthey went on in this Way, >vhat little they had fhould be 
taken from them. And many have, on this very Ac- 
count, been difown'd by their deareft Friends and 
lieareft Relations. So that there was* no Pofiibility 
the Number of thefe Labourers ihould ever be in- 
crease at all, unlefs by thofe who could break thro* 
|li thefe Ties, who deiired nothing in the prefent 
World, who counted neither their Fortunes, nor 
Friends, nor Lives dear unpo themieWcs, fp they 
might only keep a Confciinco void of Offence toward 
GoD-^od towani Men. ^ 

7. But what do you infer from their Fewnefsf 
T^tbecaxkk thty are jFi^iv, theiefoce God cannot nuork 
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fy them ? Upon iviiat Scripture do you ground this ? 
I thought it was the fame to Him, to fa<ve by miny or 
hy fitv. Upon what Reafon ? Why cannot Gon fave 
Ten thouiand Souls by One Man, as well as by Ten 
thoufand ? How little, how inconfiderable a Circum- 
fiance is Number before God ? Nay, is there not Rea- 
fon to believe, that whenfoeyer God is pleas'd to 
work a great Deliverance, fpiritu:J or temporal, he 
may firft fay, as of old. The People are too Tnany for- 
me to giie the Midianites into their tiaudi f May he 
not purpofely chufe Tt^w as well as Inconfiderable In- 
firuments, for the greater Manifeilation of his own 
Glory ? Very fe^w^ I grant, are the Inllruments now 
€mpIoy*d : Yet a great Work is wrought already. 
And the fewer they are by whom this large Harveft 
liatli 
it appear 
not of Mao» bat of Goo. 

8. " Bat they are not on^ Few, but Unliomul 
*' aiib.''* Thie is aapiher grievpas Offence ; iind if 
by many efteemM a fofficient Bxcufi^ for opt acknow-* 
kddng tha Work to be of GOD. 

The Ground of this OiSence is paitly true. Somt 
of thofe who now preach are unltarnetL They neither 
underhand the antient Languages, noranyoftht 
Branches of Philofophy. -And yet this Objedion might 
have been fpared, by many of thofe who have fre- 
quently made it : Becaufe tbey are Unlearned too (tho* 
accounted otherwife.) They have liot themfelves the 
very thing they require in others. 

Men in general are under a great MiAake with Re- 

§ard to what is called *' The Learned World." They 
o not know, they cannot eafily imagine, how . little 
Learning there is among them. I do not fpeak of 
Ahfirufe helming % but of what all Divines, at leaft of 
any Note, are (uppofed to have, v/«. The Knowledge 
of the Tongues^ at lead Latin, Greek and Hehrenv, and 
of the common Arts and Sciences. 

How few Men of Learning, fo called, underftand 
Hebrew f Even fo hx as to read a plain t^lwpter in 
Gewfts? N^y^ how few underfland Greek f Make an 
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eafy Expeiixn^t. - DeOre that grave Man, wha is 
urging this Qbjedtion, only lo tell you the Englijb of 
the firft Paragraph that occurs in 6ne of Plato^s DU' 
hgues } I am afraid wc may go farther ftill. How 
few underftand Latin f Give one of them an EpiftU of 
Tuliy, and' fee how readily he will explain it, without 
his DiSiionary, If he can hobble thro' that, 'tis odds 
1)ut a Georgick in Virgil, or a Satire of Perjius fets him 
fait. 

And with Regard to the Jrts and Sciences : How 
few underftand To much as the general Principles of 
Lagici ? Can one in ten of the Clergy (O Grief 
of Heart ? ) pr of the Mafters of Arts in either Uni- 
Yerfity, when an Argument is brought, tell you even 
the M»0i and Figure wherein it is propofed? Or 
eompli^t an Enthymeme^ Perhaps you do not fo much 
as underhand the Term : Supply the Premifs which is 
wanting^ in order to make it a full Categorical Syi* 
Imfm. Can one in ten of them demonftrate a Pro- 
ium or Thcrem in . Euclid* s Elements f Or define the 
common Terms ufed in Metapbyfich ? 0r intelligibly 
explain the liril Principles of it ? Why then will they 
pntend to that Learning, which they are confdous to 
themfelves they have not ? Nay, and cenfure others 
who have it not, and do not pretend to it ? Where are 
Sincerity and Candour fled ? 

It will eafily be obferved, that I do not depreciate 
Learning of any Kind. The Knowledge of the Lan- 
guages IS a valuable Talent ; fo is the Knowledge of 
the Arts and Sciences^ fioth the one and the other 
may be employ*d to the Glory of GOD, and th6 
Good of Men. But yet I ask. Where hath GOD de- 
clared in his Word, that he cannot^ or imll not make 
nfe of Men that have it not ? . Has Mofes, or any of 
the Prophets affirmed this ? Or our Lord ? Or any of 
his Apoftles ? You are feniible all thefe are againft 
you. You know the Apoftles themfelves, all except 
St. Paul, were, ew^fi^ ay^afAiA^ecrot xeu i^vreu' common^ 
unphilofophical, unletterM Men. 

9. " What f then yon make vourfelves like the 
** ApoftlesP Becaufe this filly Objedion luu fo oftea 
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been or^ed, I will for once fpend a few Words upon 
iCt (ho* It does not deferve that Honour. Why^muft not 
every Man, whether Clergynian or Layman, be in 
fome Refpedb like the Apoftles^ or go to Hell ? Can any 
Man be faved. If he be rot holy, like the Afoftles ? A 
Follower of them, as they were of Chnil ? And ought 
not every Preacher of the Gofpel, to be in a peculiar 
Manner like the jitofiles^ both in holy Tempers, ia 
Exemplarineis of Life, and in his indefatigable La- 
.bours for the Good of Souls ? Woe unto every Am- 
bailor of Chrift, who is not Me the Apoftles in this f 
In Holinefs ; in making full Proof of his Miniilry ; 
in fpending and b^ng fpent for Chrlft I We cannot, 
and therefore we need not be like them, in lAJorkin^ 
Out'veard Miracles, But^ we may and ought, in 'work' 
.ing together with GOD for the Salvation of Men. 
£id the fame GOD who was always ready to help 
their Infirmities, is ready to help Ours alfo. He who 
made them Workmen that needed not to he ajhatned, 
will teach us alfo rightly to di'uide the Word of Truth* 
In this Refpe^ likewife, in Refped of his halving Help 
from GOD, for the Work whereunto he is called, 
every Preacher of the Gofpel is like the Apofiles. O- 
therwife he is of all Meh moil miferable. 

lo. And I am bold to affirm, tha( thefe unletterM 
Men, have Help from GOD for that great Work, the 
faving Souls from Death ; feeing he hath enabled, 
and doth enable them ftill, to turn many to Righ* • 
teoufnefs. Thus hath he deftroyed the Wifdom of the 
Wife, and brought to nought the Underftanding of the 
Prudent, Whbn they imagined they had e&£lually 
ihut the Door, and blocked up tvtry Paffage, whereby 
any Help could come to two or three Preachers, wealc 
in fiody as well as Soul ; who they might reafonably 
believe wou*d, huinanly fpeaking, wear themfelves out 
in a ihort Time : When they had gain'd their Point, 
by fecuring (as they fuppofed) all the Men o£ Learn- 
ing in the Nation ; He that Jitteth in Heaven laughed 
them to fcorn, and came upon them by a Way they 
thought not of. Out of the Stones he raifed up 
thofe whofhoald beget Children to Mraham. We 
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bad no more Forafight of this than yon. Nay, we had 
•the deepeft Prejiidices againft it: Until we coald not 
but own, that GOD gave WifiUmfiim ahovf to theie 
unlearned- and ignorant Men ; fo that the Work of the 
Lord profperM in their Hand, and Sinners were daily 
converted to GODr 

Indeed in the one Thing which they profefs to know, 
they are not ignorant Men. I truft there is not one of 
them who is not able to go thro' Axh an Examination, 
in fubftantial, pra6itca), experimental Divinity^ as few 
of our Candidates for holy Orders, even in the Univer- 
fity (Ifpeak it with Sorrow and Shame, and in tender 
Love) are able to do. Bat Oh f what Manner of Exa* 
minatton^ do mod of thofe Candidates go thro* } And 
what Proof are the Teftimoniais commonly brought (aft 
folemn as the Form is wherein they run) either of their 
Piety or Knotu/edge, to whom are intrulled thofe Sheep, 
which GOD hath purchaied with his own Blood I- 

II. " But they are Laymen. .You feemr to be fen* 
iible yourfelf, of the Strength of this Ofajedion. For 
as many as you have anfwered, I obferve you have ne- 
vcr once fo much as touched on this." 

I have not. Yet it was not Diftrull of my Otofe, 
but Tendemcfs to' you which occafioned my Silence. 
I had fomething to advance on this Head alfo : Bat I 
was afraid you could not bear it. I was conlcioos to 
myfelf, that ibme Years fmce, to touch this Point, was 
to touch the Apple of my Eye. And. this makes me 
almoft unwilling to fpeak now ; leaft I ihould jS^ock the 
Prejudices I cannot remo've 

Suffer, me however, juft to fintimate to you fome 
Things, which I would leave to your farther Confide- 
ration. The Scribes of old, who were ^ the ordinary 
Preachers among the JetWy were not Priefis j they 
were no better than Laymen. Yea, many of them 
were incapable of the Priefthood, being of the Tribe of 
Simon^ HOC of Le*vi. 

Hence probably it was, that the ye^vs themfelves 

never urged it as an Objection to our Lord's Pr^ching 

(even thofe who did not acknowledge or believe, that 

Jfe was fcnt of GOD in an extraordinsfy Chara^r) 

that 
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tku he was no Pritfi after the Order of Aaron. Nor 
indeed could be ; leeing he was of the Tribe of Ju- 

. Nor does it appear^ that any obje£^ed this to the A- ' 
poffles. So far from it, that at JntiocB in Pifidia^ we' 
find thi RuUrs of the Synagogui fending unto Pa.ul and ' 
Bamabasy Strangers joft come into . the City^ faying^ 
Mm and Brethren^ if ye hwve any Word of Exhortation 
for the People^ ftvf on» Adls xiii. 15. 

If We confider tbefe Things^ we (hall be the leis fur- 
prized at what occurs in the eighth Chapter of the J^s: 
At that Time there «waj a great Perfecution againjf the. 
Church, and they «were all fcattered abroad: (/. e, all the 
Churchy all the Believers in Jefus) throughout the Regions 
0/* Judca «iib/ Samaria* {v, i.) Therefore they that were] 
fcattered ahroad, nuent efvery nuhere preaching the Word^ 
(v. 4.) Now, what Shadow of Reafon have we to fay' 
or think, that all thefe were ordained before they 
preached? 

12. If we come to later Times; Was Mr. Calvin 
ordain*d? Was he either Priefl or Deacon ? And were 
not moft of thofe whom it pleafed GOD to employ in 
promoting the Reformatign abroad, Laymen alTo ? Could 
that great Work have been promoted at all in manv. 
Places, if Laymen had not preachM ? And yet how fel- 
don[i do the very Pt^pifts urge this, as an Objedlion 
agiunft the Reformat ion f Nay, as rigorous as they are 
in Things of this Kind, they themfelves appoint, even 
in fome of their llridleft Orders, that " if any Lay^ 
Brother believes himfelf called of GOD» to preach as a 
Mijffionary, the Superior of the Order, being informed 
thereof, Ihall immediately fend him away.'^ 

In all Proteftant Churches it is dill more evident, that 
Ordination is not held a nccefTary Prerequijite of Preach- 
ing: For in S-weden, in Germany, in Holland^ and I be- 
lieve in every reform* d Church in Europe^ it is not only 
permitted but required, that before any one is ordained,' 
(before he is admitted even into Pf^ro^^'s Orders, where-. 
eyer the DilUndion between Priefls and Deacons is re- 
tain'd) he fhould publickly preach a Year or more, ad 
prohandam facultatem. And for this Pradtice^ they be- 
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lieve they have the Authority of an exprefs Command 
of GOD : Let thefe:jirft be proved : Ihen let them ufe. 
the Office tfa Deaoon* heing feund hlamelejs^ i Tim. 
iii. lo. 

13. ''In England^ however, there is nothing of thia> 
Kind; no Layman permitted to {peak in publick. *' 
!No ! Can youl>eignorant» that in an hundred Churches y 
they do it continually ? In how many (pardcalarly in . 
the Wefi of England) does the Pari/h-Clerk read onc'of 
the LeiTons ? (In fome he reads the whole Service of 
the Churchy perhaps, every Lord^s Day) And do not 
other Li^men eonfiantly do the &me Thing; yea; in' 
our very Cathedrals f Which being under the more' 
immediate Infpedion of ike BijS^^s, fhould be Patterns\ 
to all other Churches. 

Perhaps it will be faid, " But this is not Preaching*^ 
Yesy but it is, eiTentially fnch. For what is it to preachy 
but pnedicare Verhum Dei ? To publifli the Word of 
GOD ? And this Laymen do all over England ; parti- 
cularly under the Eye of every Bifhop in the Nation. 

Nayt is it not done in the Univeriities themfelves ? 
Who ordain'd that Singing Man at Chrift Chtirch f Who 
is likewife utterly unqualified for the Work, murdering 
every LefTon he reads ? Not even endeavouring to read 
St as the Word of GOD, but rather as an Old Song ? 
Euch a Layman as this, middling at all with the Word 
of GOD» I grant is a Scandal to the EngUJh Nation. 

To go a Step farther. ' Do not the Fundamental 
Conftitutions of the Uni*verfitj of Oxford^ the Statutes^ 
even as revifed by Archbiihop Laud^ require tvtry 
Batchelor o/^rts, Nine in Ten of whom are Laymenf • . 
to read Three PuhHek Lectures in Moral Philorophy, on 
whatever Sabjedt he chufes ? My Subject, I well remem- 
ber, was the Love of God. Now what was this but 
Preaching F 

Nay, may not a Man be a DoSor of Divinity even 
in Oxford^ tho* he never was ordained at all ? The In- 
fiance of Dr. ^/4Vf//, (late) Rc6kor of Exeter CeU^e, is 
frefh in every one*s Memory* 

Tliefe arc a few of the Confiderations that may rea- 
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dily occur to any thinking Man on this Head. But I 
do not reft^he Caafe on thefe. I believe it may be de- 
fended a (horter Way. 

14. It pleasM GOD, by two or three Miniflers of 
the Church of Et^land, to call many Sinners to Repen- 
tance : Whoy in ieveral Parts, were undeniably turned 
from a Courfe of Sin, to a Courfe of Holineis. 

The Minifters of the Places • where this was dpne, 
ought, to have received thofe Minifters with open Arm» : 
And to have taken them who had juft begun to ferve 
GOD, into their peculiar Care ; watching over them 
in tender Love, leaft they ihouM fall back into the 
Snare of the Devil. 

Inftead of this, tht greater Part fjpoke of thofe Mi- 
niften, as if the Devil, not GOD had fent them. 
Some, repelled them ft-om the Lord's Table ; Others 
ilirr*d up the People againll them, reprefenting them 
even in their Public Difcourfes, as Fellows not &\ to 
live : Papiils, Hereticks, Traitors ; Confplrators againft 
their King and Country.. 

And how did they watch over the Sinners lately re*- 
formed ? £ven as a Leopard watcheth over his Prey* 
They drove fome of them alfo from the Lord*s Table ; 
to which till now they had no Defire to approach. They 

' preached all Manner of Evil concerning them, openly 
curfing them in the Name of the Lord. They turned 

' many out of their Work ; perfuaded others to do fo too, 
and harralTed th^m all manner of Ways. 

The Event was. That fome were wearied out, and 

. fo turned back to their Vomit again. And theu thefe 
£ood Paftcrs gloried over them, and endeavoured to 
make others by their Example. 

1 5. When the Miniflers by whom GOD had help' J 
- them before, came again to thofe Places, great Part of 

thetr Work was to begin again ; if it cou'd be begun 
again-: Eat the Relaplers were often fo hardened in Sib, 
that no Impreffion cou'd be made upon them* 

^hat cou*d they do in a Cafe of fo extreme Neceffity ? 
Where fo many Souls lay at Stake ? . 

No Clej^man won'd affift at alL The Expedient 
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that remained was, To find fome one among themfelvn, 
who was upright of Heart, and of found Judgnoem in 
the" Things of GOD : And to define him to meet the 
reft as often as he couM, in order to confirm them, as 
he was able, in the Ways of GOD, either by Reading 
to them,- or by Prayer, or by Exhonation. 

GOD immediately gave a Bicifing hereto. In (eve- 
jal Places, by Means of thefe plain Men, not only 
'thofe who had already begun to run well, were hinder*d 
from drawing back to Perdition ; but other Sinners alfo» 
♦rem Time to Time, were converted from the Error of 
their Ways. 

I'his Plain Account of the whole Proceeding, I take 
to be the bed Defence of it. I know no Scripture 
which forbids making Ufe of fuch Help, in a Caie of 
inch Neceffity. And I praife GOD who Jias given 
(ven this Help to thoie poor Sheep, when (hgir .owm 
Shepherds pitied thim not, 

** But does not the Scripture fay» No Mam taketi 
this Honour to himfeif, but be that is tailed of GOD, Ui 
ivas Aaron ?'* Nor do tbefe. The Honour here men- 
tioned is the Ptiedhood. But they no more take upoa 
them to be Prieds than to be Kings. They take not 
upon them to adminifter the Sacraments, an Honour pe* 
xuUzr to the Pricds of GOD . Only- according to their 
Power, thev exhort their. Brethren, to continue in the 
Grace of GOD. 

** But for thefe Laymen to exhort at all, is a Viola* 
,tion of all OrderV 

What is this Order of which you fpeak ? Will it ferve 
ioftead of the Knowledge and Love of GOD? Will 
this Order refcue thofe from the Snare of the Devi], who 
are now taken Captive at his Will ? Will it keep then 
who are efcaped a little Way, from turning back into 
Egypt ^ If not, how fhou'd I anfwer it to CX>D, if ra- 
ther than violate I know not what Order, I ihou'dyk- 
erijfce Thoufands of Souls thereto ? I dare not do it. It 
is at the Peril of my own Soul. 

Indeed if by Order weie meant, ^Trtie, Cbrifian Di- 
fdpline^ whereby all the living Members of Chriil are 
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Icnit togetli^ jn one, and all that am. patrid and dead# 
immcdiatirix cut off from the Body : This Order I re- 
verence; for k is of GOD. But where is it to be 
ibund ? In what Diocefe, in what T own or Pariih, 
within. England or Waie$ F Ate you Redbr of a Parilh i 
Then let U9 go no farther. Does this Order obtain 
there? Nothing lefs. Your Parifhioners are a Rope of 
Sand. As few {if any) of them are alive to GOD, 
lb they have no Connexion wich each other, unlefs fuch 
as mighc be among Tttrks or Htatbins, Neither have 
you any Power to cut off from that Body» were it alive, 
the. dead and putrid Members. Perhaps you have no 
Deiire : But all are jumbled together, without any 
Cane or Concern of yours. 

It is plain tlien, that what Order is to be found is not 
among you, wh^ fo loudly contend for it, bat among 
that very People whom you continually blame» for theii^ 
Vioiation and Contempt of it. The little Flock you 
condemn is united together in One Body, by One Spirit : 
So that if^ one Member fibers, all the Members fuffer 
•with it J if one be honour"* d^ all rejoice nvith it. Nor 
does any dead Member long remain ; but as foon as the 
Hope of recovering it is palT, it is cut off. 

Now fuppofe we were willine to relinquifh oar 
Charge, and to give up this FlocK into your Hands i 
wou'd you obferve the lame Order as we do now, with 
them and the other Souls under your Care ? You dare. 
not : Becaufe you have Refpeft of Pcrfons. You fear 
the t^'aces of Men. You cannot ; becaufe you have not 
overcome the World. You are not above the Delire of 
Earthly Things, AnA it is impoffible you (liould eve 
have any True Order ^ or exercife any Chriftian Dijci^ 
pline, till you are wholly crucijied to the PVorld^ till yoa 
, defire nothing more but GOD. 

ConfiSer this Matter, I intreat yoo, a little farther. 
Here are Seven Thoufand Perfons (perhaps fome what 
more) of whom I take Care, watching over their Souls, 
as he that nauft give Account. ' In order hereto it lies 
upon me (foljadge) at the Peril of my own Salvation, 
to know not only their Names, but their Outward a 4 
loward States, their Difficulties and Dangers. Othe r 
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wife how can I know, either how to guide them aright, 
t)r to commend them to GOD in Prayer? Now 
if I am willing to make theie over to yw, will yw 
watch over them m the fame Manner ? Will you take 
the fame dre (or as much more as you pleafe) of each 
Sonl as I have hitherto done ? Not fuch Cwam Animarum 
at you have taken thefe Ten Years in your own 
Parifh. Poor empty Name I Has not your Parijh been 
in fad, as much a Sine-cure to you as your Prebend? 

what an Account have you to give, to the great 
Shepherd and Bifhop of Soub I 

18. Thete is one more Excufe for denying this 
Work of God, taken from the Inftruments imploy'd 
therein : That is, •* That they arc *wicked Men.'! 
And a thouiand Stories have oeen handed about to 
prove it. 

But yoa may obferve, their Wickedne/s was not 
heard of, till after they nuent about doing Good, 
Their Reputation for Honefty was till then unblemi(h*d. 
But it was impoflible it fhould continue fb, when they 
were publickly employed in teftifying of the Worlds 
that its Deeds nvere e*viL It could not be but the 
Scripture (bould be fulfill'd. ^he ^envant is not abon/a 
his 'Ma Her. If they have called the Mafier of the Houfe- 
Beelzebub, ho*w much more them of his Houfiold f 

Yet I cannot but remind coniiderate Men, in how 
remarkable a Manner the Wifdom of God has for 
many Years guarded againft this Pretence, with refped 
to my Brother and me in particular. Sou-ce any two 
Men in Great Britain^ of our Rank, have been fo held 
out, as it were, to all the World 5 efpedally of thofe 
who from their Childhood had. always loved and Hu- 
diouHy fought Retirement. And I had procured what. 

1 fought. I was quite fafe, as I fuppofed, in a little. 
Country Town, when I was required to return to Ox- 
ford, without Delay, to take the Charge of fome young. 
Gentlemen, by Dr. Morley, the only Man then in En* 
gland tr> whom I could deny nothing. From that 
Time both my Brother and I (attedy againft our 
Will) came to be more and more obferved and known,^ 
lijj we were mote fpoken of, than perhaps Two .(b. 
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ifioonfiderable Perfons ever were before in the Nation. 
To make us more pablick ftill, as boneft Madmen at 
Icaft, by a fkrange Concurrence of Providences, over* 
Cuming all our preceding Refolutions, we were hur- 
ried away to Amirica, However, at our Return from 
thence, we were refc^ved to retire out of the World 
at once ; being fated with Noife, Hurry and Fatigue,, 
and feeking nothing but to be at Reft. Indeed for a 
long Seafon, the greateft Pleafure I had deiired, on 
this. Side Eternity, was 

^acitum Syivas inter reptare faluhres^ 
^arentem quicquid dignum fapiente bomque. 

And we had attained our Defire. We wanted nothing. 
We look'd for nothing more in this World, when we 
were dragged out again, by earneft Importunity, to 
preach at one Place and another, and another, and fo 
carried on, we knew not how, without any Defign, butr 
the general t>ne, of faving Souls, into a Situation, which 
had it been named to u^ at fir ft, would have appeared 
fer worfc than Death. . 

i 9, What a furprizing Apparatus of Providence was 
heref And what ftronger Demonftr^tions couM have 
been given, of Men's adling from a Zeal for GoD,f 
whether it were according to Knowledge or no ? What 
Perfons could, in the Nature of Things, have been (an-v 
^cedently) lefs liable to Exception, with regard to their^ 
Moral CharaSery at leaft, than thofe the All-wife-Goft 
hath now employed ? Indeed I cannot devife wha( 
manner of Men could have been more unexceptionahles 
on , all Accounts. Had God indued us with greater 
natural or acquired Abilities, that very thing might 
have been turned into an Objection. Had we been 
remarkably defeSinjet, it would have been Matter of 
Objeflion, on the Other hand. Had we been Dijfen" 
ten of any Kind, or even LowCburch Men, (fo call'd) 
it would have been a great Stumbling-block in the Way 
of thofe who are zealous /or tbe Church. And yet had- 
we continued in the Inipetuoiity of our High Church 
Zeal, neither ihould we have been willing to converf^ 
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with DiffeHterSf nor they to receive any Good at our 
Hands. Some ObjedHons were kept oat of the W^y, 
by oor known Contempt of Money and Preferment : 
And others, by that rigorous Stridhiefs of Life, which 
We exafled, not of others, but ourfelves only. Info- 
muchy that twelve or fourteen Years "ago, the Cenfure 
of one who had ndrrowly ob(erv*d us, [me, in parti- 
cular) went no farther than this ; 
» • 

*• Docs 7— beyond his Strength. perM to go, 

•* To his frail Carcafe literally Foe ? 

•* Carelefs of Health, as if in hade to die, 

" And lavifli Time t* infurc Eternity f V 



Sb that upon the Whole, I fee not what GOD could 
Ikave done more in this Refpe£l which he hath not 
done: Or what Inflruments he could have employed 
in fuch a Work, who would have been lefs liable to 
Exception. 

' 20. Neither can I conceive how it was poffible to 
do that Work, the doing of which We are ft ill under 
the ftrongeft Convidion, is bound upon us at the Pc 
ril of our own Souls, in a lefs exceptionable Manner. 
We have, by the Gruce of GOD, behaVed not only 
with Mecknefs, but with all Tendcrnefs toward all 
Men i with all rhe Tendernefs which we conceived it 
was poflible to ufe, without betraying their Souls. And 
1kt)m the very firft, it has been our efpecial Care, to 
deal tenderly with our Brethren of the Clergy. We 
kave not willingly provoked them at any Time ; nei- 
ther any fingle Clergyman. We have not fought Oc- 
^afion to publifli their Faults ; we have not ufed a 
fhoufand Occaiions that offered. When we were con- 
ftrained to fpeak fomc thing, we (pake as little as we 
believ'd we could, without offending GOD : And that 
Kttle, tho* in plain and ftrong Words, yet as milaly 
and lovingly as we were able. And in the fame 
Courfe we have fteadily perfevered (as well as in ear* 
neftlv advifing others to tread in our Steps) even tho* 
we niw, that with regard to Them, by all this we pro* 
Mtcd i20thinj;i tho^ we knew we were flill continually 

reprc- 



teprefent^d as implacable Enemies to the Clergy^ as Rai- 
lers agoinfl them, as Slanderers of them, as {eeking all 
Opjxjrtunities to blacken and afperfe them. When a 
Clergyman himfelf has vehemently acciifed me of do- 
ing this, I blefsGOD he could not provoke me to do it. 
I ftill kept my Mouth as it ivere ^with a Bridle^ and 
•committed my Caufe to a higher Hand. 

2 1 . The Truth is, you impute that Hatred to us^ 
which is in j««r ©ivw Breaft. (I fpeak not this of all 
the Clergy \ GOD forbid I But let it fall on whom it 
concerns.) You^ it is certain, have (hewn the utmoft 
Hatred to «j, and in every poflible Way : Unlefs you 
were aftually to beat us (of which alfo we are not 
without Precedent) or to (hoot us thro' the Head. 
And if you could prevail upon others to do this,! 
fuppofe you would think you did GOD Service. I 
do not (peak without Ground. I liave heard with my 
own Earsfuch Sermons (in Stafford/hire particularly) 
that I Ihonld not have wondered, if as foon as wt 
came out of the Church, the People had iloned me 
with Stonesr And it was a natural Confequence of 
what that poor MinijSer had lately heard, at the Bi- 
ihop's Viiitation : As it was one great Caufe of the 
milerable Riots and Outrages which foon followed. ' 

It is this, my Brethren, it is your o^wn Preachings 
and not ours^ vjhich Jets the People againfi you. The 
very fame Perfons who are di*verted with thofe Sermons, 
cannot but dc/pife you for them in their Hearts : £vea 
thofe who on ycur Authority believe moll of the A(^ 
fertions which you advance. What then muft they 
think of you, who know the greateft Part of what 
you aflert to be utterly falfe ? They may pity and 
pray for you j but they can e^eem you no other, than 
Falfe Witneifes againd GOD and your Brethren. 

22. " But whatNeed is there (fay even fome of amil- 
der Spirit) of this Preaching in Fields and Streets ? Are 
there not Churches enough to preach in ?" No, my 
Friend, there a^e not ; not for us to preach in. 
You forget : We are not fufFered to preach there ; 

. clfe we Ihould prefer them to any Places whatever. 
' ^ Well, there are Minifters enough without j^a'.*' Mi- 



( »i8 ) . 

nlilers enough^ and Churclies enottgh ; for what? To 
reclaim all the Sinners within the four Seas ? U there 
were, they would all be reclaimed. Bdt they are not 
reclaimed. Therefore it 15 evident, there arc not 
Churches enough. And one plain Reafon why, not- 
withflanding all thefe Churches, they are .no. nearer 
being reclaimed is this : They never come into a 
Church ; pcrha]>s not once in a Twelvemonth, perhaps 
not for many Years together. Will you fay (as I have 
known fome- tender-hearted Chrifiiafu) ** Then it is 
** their onvn Fault ; let them die and be damn'd.'* I 
grant it is their own Fault. And fo it was my Fault 
and jours f when we went ailray, like Sheep chat were 
loil. Yet the Shepherd of Souls fought after us, and 
went after us into the Wildernefs. And oughtejt not 
4hou to have ComfdJJion on thy FellotAj-fervants^ as hi 
luid Pity on thee ? Ought not we alfo to /eei, as far 
IS in us lies, and to fo*ve that nvhich is lofi f 

Beheld the amazing Love of GOD to the Outcafb 
of Men I His tender Condefcenfion to their Folly ! 
They would regard nothing done in the ufual Way, 
All this was loft upon them. . The ordinary Preach- 
ing of the Word of GOD» they would not even deign 
to hear. So the Devil made fur<i of thefe carelds 
ones. For who fhould pluck them out of his Hand ? 
Then GOD was moved to Jealoufy, and went out 
of the ufual Way X,o fave the Souls which he had 
piade. Then over and above what was ordinarily 
fpoken in his Name, in all the Houfes of GOD in 
the Land, he commanded a Voice to cry in the 
Wildernefs. Prepare ye the Way of the Lord. Tie 
Time is fu/fi/Td, The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand* 
Ripent ye and beiie've the Gof^eL 

aj.'Confider coolly, if it was not highly expedient, 
.that fomething of this kind fhould be ? How expedient^ 
were it only on the account of thofe poor Sinners againft 
jtheir own Souls, who (to all human Appearance) were 
utterly inaccrflible every other Way ? And what Num- 
bers of thefe are Hill to be foiind, even in or near our 
mod populous Cities ? What Multitudes of them were 
bwe cYears (iace» both in Kingsr*wood, a^d the Fe^s 
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about Nemjcaftle? Who, Week after Week, fpent" 
the Lord*s Day, either in the Ale-houTe, or in idle Di- 
Terfions, and never troubled themfeives about going to 
Church, or to any publick Worihip at all? Now, 
would yon really have defired that thefe poor Wretches- 
fhonld have iinn*d on, till they dropt into Hell ? Sure- 
ly you would not. But by what other Means was it 
poffible tbey (hould have been plucked out of the Fire ? ' 
Had the Mmifter of the Parifh preach'd like an Angel, 
it had profited them nothing ; ror they heard him not. 
]3ut when one came and faid, ** Yonder is a Man 
preaching on the Top of the Mountain,*' they ran in 
Droves, to hear what he would fay. And God fpoke 
to dieir Hearts. It is hard to conceive any thing elfe. 
which could have reach'd them. Had it not been for 
Field-preachings the Uncommonnefs of which was the 
very Circumliance that recommended it, they muft 
have run on in the Error of their Way, and perifhM in 
their Blood. 

24. But fuppofe FieU-freaching to be, in a Cafe of 
this Kind, ever (b expedient^ or even necejfary^ yet' 
who will conted with us for tins Province ? May; 
we not enjoy this quiec and unmoleiled ? Unmoleii- 
ed, I mean, by any Competitors. For who is there 
among you. Brethren, that is willing (examine your 
own Hearts) even to fave Souls from Death at this 
Price ? Would not you let a thoufand Souls perifH, - 
•rather than you would be the Inftrument of refcuing 
ihem thus ? I do not fpeak now with reg^d to Con* 
fcience, but to the Inconveniences that muft accompany, 
it. Can you fuikip them, if you nuouldf Can you' 
fatear the Summer-Sun to beat upon your naked Head ? 
Can you fu£Fer the wintry Rain or Wind, from whatever 
Quarter it blows ? Are you able to Hand in the open 
Air, without any Covering or Defence, when God 
cafteth abroad his Snow l3ce Wooll, or fcattereth his 
hoar Froft like Aihes ? And yet thefe are fome of the 
fk^fialleft Inconveniences which accompany Field^pyeach- 
ing. Far beyond all thefe,are the Contradidion of Sin« 
ners, the Scoffs hoth of the Great Vulear, and the 
6mall; Contempt and RepTO?Lc]i[v oi «>i^\^ \\\i.^\ ^\\!«c 
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more than rerbal Affronts, fbpid, brutal Violcncet 
fometimes to the hazard of Health, or Limbs or Life, 
Brethren, do you envy us this Honour f What, I pray, 
would hij you to be a Field-preacher ? Or what, think 
ybu, could induce any Man of common Sen£e, to con- 
tinue therein one Year, unlefs he had a fidl Convidion 
in hixnfelf, chat it was the WiU of God concerning 
him? 

Upon this Convi6lion it is (were we to fubmit to 
thefe Things on any other Motive whatfoever, it would 
furnifh you with a better Proof of our DifiraSion than 
any that has yet been found) that m:e now do, for the 
Good of Souls, what you cannot, will not, dare, not 
do. -And we deiire not that yon fhould; but this one 
Thing, we may reafonably defire of vou : Do not in- 
creafe the Difficulties which are alreaoy fo great, that 
without the mighty Power of God, we mnft fink under 
them. Do not aflift in trampling down a little Handful 
of Men, who for the prefent (land in the Gap, between 
ten thoufand poor Wretches and Delbiidion, till you 
find fome others to take their Place. 

2^. Highly needful it is, that fome fhould do this« 
left thofe poor Souls be loft without Remedy. And it 
ifiould rejoice the Hearts of all who defire the King- 
dom of God fhould come, that fb many of them havor- 
been fnatch*d already from the Mouth of the LioD,by an 
uncommon (tho* not unlawful) Way. This Circumftance 
therefore is no juftf;rr«/^, for not acknowledging the 
Work of God. l^ecially, ifweconfider, tlutt when- 
ever it has pleafed Cjod to work any great Work upon 
the Earth, even fit>m the earlieft Times, he hath ftept, 
more or lefs, out of i^fi common Way : Whether to ex« 
cite the Attention of a greater Number of People, than 
might otherwife have regarded it ; or to ieparate the 
proud and haughty of Hearr, from thofe of an humble, 
childlike Spirit: The former of whom he fbrefaw, 
trnfling in their own Wifdom, would fall on that Stone 
and be broken ; while the latter, enquiring with Sim- 
plicity, would loon know of the Work, that it was of 

God. 
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f very Corner of our Land ? And Thoufaads of Sinners 
^n every County been brought xofear GOD iind honour 
the King, 

, Judge of what inimenfe Service we might have 
been, even in this fingle Point, both to our i^ing and 
Country. All who hear and regard the Word wc 
preach, honour the King for God's Take. They render 
unto Cafcr the things that are Cafars, as well as 
unto GOD the Things that are GOD's, They have 
no Conception of Piety without Loyalty i knowing the 
Ponvers that he, are ordained of GOD, I pray God 

to flrengthen all that are of this Mind, how many fo- 
ever they be. But might thejre not have been at this 
Day, an Hundsed thoufand in England^ thus minded 
more than are now ? Yea verily j even by our Mim* 
^ ; had not they who ihould have fbrengthened ^us^ ' 
weaken'd our Hands. 

35. Surely you are not w7e f What Advantages do 
you throw away ! What Opportunities do yon lofe t 
§Mch as another Day you may earnefUjr feek, and ne- 
verthelefi may not find them. For if it pleftfe God 
to remove uu whom will you find to iupply our Place f 
We are in all things ypur Servants for Jefus fah \ 
tho* the more we love youy the leis we are loved. Let 
us be employM not in the higheft/ but the meaneft ; 
and not in the eafieft* but the hotteli Service, £afe 
and Pleiity we leave to thofe that want them. Let 
us go on in Toil, in Wearinefs, in Painfulnefs, in Cold 
or Hunger, fo we may but teftify the Gofpel of the 
Grace of G o d . The Rich, the Honourable, the Great, 
U^e are thoroughly willing (if it be the Will of our 
Lord) to leave to you. .Only let- us alone :with the 
Poor, the Vulgar, the Bafe, the Outcafts of Men. 
Take alio to yourfelves the Saints of the World: But 
fufFer us to call Sinners to Reftntance i even the molt 
vile, the mofl ignorant, the moll abandonM, the mod: 
fierce and favage of whom v^p can hear. To thefe we 
>yill go forth in the Name of our Lcrd, defiring no- 
thing, receiving nothing Of any Mr.n (fave the Bread 
we eat, while we are under, his Roof J ard let it he 
fees, whether God hatli fent us. Only, let wi^yot^ 
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Handsy who fear the Lord, be upon as. Why fhodd 
we be (Iricken of you any more I 

IV* I, Surely ye are w^hbout Excufe^ all who do 
not yet know the Day of your Vifitation ! The Tay, 
wherein the Great God, who hath been forgotten 
among us, Days without Number, is aridng at once 
to be avenged of his Adverfaries, and to vilit and re- 
deem his People. Afe not his Judgments and Mer- 
cies both abroad ? And ilill, will ye not learn Righ- 
teoufnefs ? Is not the Lord pajjing by ? Doth not a great 
andftrong ITwd sArezdy begin to rend the Mountaim% 
and to break in Pieces the Rocks before the Lord ? Is 
not the Earthquake alfo felt already ? And a Fife hath 
begun to burn in his Anger. Who knoweth what will 
be the End thereof ? But at the fame Time, he is fpeak- 
ing to many in afiill^ finall Voice. He that hath Ears 
to'h^ar^ let him hear, leafl he be fuddenly defiroy'd, 
and that without. Remedy f 

2. What Excu/e can pofiibly be made for thofe, who 
are regarilefs of fuch a Seafon as this ? Who are at fuch 
a CriSs, ilupid, fenfclef^ unaptprehenfive ; caring for 
none of thcfe things ? Who do not give fhemfefves 
the Patnf to think about them, but are (!ill eafy and 
unconcerned? What ! can there ever be a Point, on 
which it more behoves you to think ? And that with 
the cooleft and deeped Attention? As long as the 
Heaven and the Earth, remain, cap thwp be any thing 
of fo vaft Importance, as God's tiaft Call to a guilty 
Land, jud perifliing; in ics Iniquity f 

You, with thofe round about you, drferved long 
ago to have drank the Dregs of the Cup of trembling : 
yea, to have been punifii^d i*'th everhfting Defiruc* 
tiouy from the Prefence of the Lordy and from the Glory 
ef his Ponver. But he hath not dealt with you ac- 
cording to your Sins, nor rewarded you after your 
Iniquities. And once more he is mixing Mercy with 
Judgment. Once more he is crying aloud, 7urn ye\ 
turn ye.frofn your evil Ways ; for iJohy ^11 ye die^ 
O Boujf of Ifrael ? And will ypu not deign to give him 
t^c Hcariag ? If you arf n^*^ caiefuV xo anfwer him 



( 131 ) 

in this Matter. Do you ftill fliut your Eyes, and flop 
your Ears, and harden your ilubborn Heart ? O be- 
ware, lefl; God laugh at your Calamity, and mock 
when your Fear comcth I 

|. Will you plead, that you have other Concerns 
to mind ? That other Buiinefs engages your Thoughts ? 
It does fo indeed ; but 'this is your Fooliihners ; this 
is the very thing that leaves you without Excnfe. 
for what Bufinefs can be of equal Moment? The Ma* 
rin€r may have many Concerns to mind, and many 
BufmejOfes to engage his Thoughts : but not when the 
Ship is linking. In fuch a Circiunfbmce (it is your 
own) you have but one thing to think of. Save the 
Ship and your own Life together ! And the higher Poft 
you are in, the more deeply intent ihould you be on 
this one Point. Is this a Time for Divedions ? For 
Eatine and Drinking, and rifmg up to (day ? Keep 
the Ship above Water.' Let all elfe'go, and mind this 
one thing / . ' . 

4. Perhaps you wiil fay, " So I do. I do mind 
'* this one thing, how to fave the linking Nation. 
** And therefore now I muft think of V^'^-' and Pro'vi- 
** fions, I have no Time now to think of Religion^ 
This is exactly as if the Mariner ihould fay, " Now 
'' I muft think of my Gum and Stores. I have no 
** Time now to think of the HoW Why, 'Man, 
you muft think of this or perift). It is there the Leak 
is fprung. Stop that, or you ^and all your Stores will 
go together to the Bottom of the Sea. 

Is not this your very Cafe ? Then, whatever you 
do^Jlop the Leak: Elfe you go to the Bottom I I do 
not fpeak againft your Stores. They are eood in 
their Kind ; and it may be well they arc laid in. 
But all your Stores will not fave the finting Ship, un- 
Itfs you can i\op the Leak, Unlefs you can fome 
Way keep, out ihefe Floods of Vngodlinefsy th^t are 
ftill continually pouring in, you muft foon be fwal- 
lowed up in {he great Deep, in the» Abyfs of God's 
judgments. This, this is the Deftrudtion of the En-; 
glifh Nation. It is Vice^ burfting in on every Side, that 
is juft ready to iink us, into slavery firft, and then 

iuto 
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into the sethermoft HdL fFb^ u a tur/e Mom, omJ 
enduid luitb KjwvaUdge am§ng j9m ? Let idin think of 
this. Think of this, aD that lore joor Coantry, or 
that care for yoar own Souls. If now efpeciaUy yon 
do not think of this ome Tbhg, yoa izvc no ixcm/e 
before God or Man. 

$. little more Excmfe have yon, who are ftill in 
dMi concemhig thb Day of your Vifitation. For yon 
hare all the Proof that yoa can realbnibly exped or 
defire, all that the Natore of the ^Thmg requires. 
That in many Places, Abundance of notorious Sinners 
are totally reformed, is dedared by a thoofand Eye 
and Ear-witneflby both of their prdent and paft Be- 
haviour. And yoa are fenfible, the Proof of foch a 
Point as this, mull, in the Natore of Things, reft upon 
Tedimony. And that God alone is able to nvork 
fuch a Reformation, yoa know all the Scriptores teftify. 
What would yoa have more ? What Pretence can yoo 
have, for doubting any longer ? You have not the 
leaft room to exped or defire any other, or any ftron- 
ger Evidence. 

I truft, you are net of thofe who fortify themfelves 
againft Convjdion ; who are ** refol*ved they will never 
•• believe this.*' Thfey ask, " Who are thefe Mai ? " 
We tell them plainly : B^t they credit us not. An- 
other and another of their own Friends is convinced, 
and tell thenu the fame thing. But their Anfwer is 
ready, *• Are you tum'd Methodift too? " So tb€ir 
Teftimony likcwife goes for nothing. Now how is 
it poffible thefe fhould ever be convinced r For they 
will believe none bat thofe who fpeak on one Side. 

6. Do you delay fixing your Judgment* till you fee 
a Work of GOD, without any Stumbling-blocks at- 
tending it? That never was yet, nor ever will. // 
muft needs be^ that Offences ^ill come. And fcarce 
ever was there fuch a Work of GOD before, with 
io few as have attended this. 

When the Reformation began, what mountainous 
Otfences lay in the Way, of even the iincere Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome ? They faw fuch Failings 
Jn thofe great Men, Luther and Caivin / Their vche- 
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" Why, I did once myfclf rejoice to hear (fays a grave 
Citiaaen, wi^h an Air bf great Importana) that fb many 
Sinners were rcform*d, till I found they were only tuf n*d 
from one Wickcdnefs to another ; that they were-tnrn*d 
from Curiing or Swearing, or Drunkennefs, into the no 
lefs damnable Sin of Scbifm. '• 

Do you know what you fay ? You have, I am afraid^ 
a confufsd Huddle of Ideas in, your Head. And I 
doubt, you have not Capacity to clear them up yourfelf: 
nor Cooinefi enough, to receive Help from others. 

However I will try. What is Schifm ? Have you zxsf 
determinate Idea of it ? I ask the rather becaufe I have 
found, by repeated Experiments, that a Common En* 
gliJB Tradefman receives no more Light, when he hears 
or reads ** This is Schifm," than if he heard or 
read 

BombaliQ^ firidor^ clangor^ tarafantara^ murmur, 

HoneH Neighbour, don't ht angry. Lay down yonr 
Hammer, and let us ulk a little on this Head. 

You fay, ** We are in the damnable Sin of Sehifm^ 
and therefore in as bad a State as Adulterers or Mur- 
derers. 

I ask once more, what do you mean by Scbifm ? 
*' Schifm! Schifm! Why, it is feparating from the 
Church." Ay, fo it is. And yet evuy feparating from 
the Church to which we once belonged, is not Schifml 
Elfe you will make all the Englifi) to be Schifaiaticks, 
in feparating from the Church of Rvmt. '* But we hai| 
juft Caufe/* So xloubtlefs we had ; whereas Schifm is 
a caufelefs Separation from the Church of Chrifl. $o 
far fo good. But you have many Steps to take, before 
you can m*ake good that Conclufion, that a Separation 
from a particular National Church, (och as the Church 
o^ England is^ whether with fnfficient Caufe or without, . 
comes under the Scriptural Notion of Scbi/in^ 

However, taking this for granted, will you aver in 

cool Blood, That all who die in fuch-a Separatioi^ that 

is, ty^vy one who dies a Qjaker, a Baptifl, an Indcpen- 

.dent or a Presbyterian^ is as infallibly damn*d as if he 
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deftroy it where-ever ic does. In Part y%\i prevail. 
You keep many from hearing the Word that is able to 
fave their Sools. Others who had heard it« you induce 
to turn back from Goo, and to lift under the Devil^s 
Banner «gain. I'hen you make the. Socceis of ycur 
own Wickednefs an Ljccuje for not acknowledging the 
Work of God ! You urge ** That not mavy Sinnen 
*' were reformed f And ^SLt/eme of thofe are now.^ 
« bad as e\ erf " 

Whofe fault is this? Is i{ ours? Or your own? 
"Why have not Thoufands more been reformed? Yea, 
fur tvery one who is now turned to God, why. are 
there not Ten thoufand ? Becaufe you and yonr Aflb- 
ciates laboured fo heartily in the Caufe of Hell ; be- 
caufe you and they fpared no Pains, either to prevent 
or to deflroy the Work of God ? By nfing all the 
Power and Wifdom you had« yon hinder^ Thoufands 
from hearing the Gofpel, which they might have 
found to be the Power of God unto Salvation. Their 
Blood is upon your Heads. By inventing, or counte- 
nancing, or retailing Lies, fome refined, fome grofs and 
palpable, you hindered others from profiting by what 
they did hear. Tou are anfwerable to God for thefe 
Souls alfo. Many who began to tafte the good Word, 
and run the Way of God's Commandments, you by 
various Methods prevailed on to hear it no more. ,* So 
they foon drew back to Perdition. But know, that 
for every one of thefe alfb, God will require an Ac- 
count of you in ihe Day of Judgment ! 

34. And yet, in fpite of all the Malice, and Wji^^ 
dom and Strength, not only of Men, but of Principa- 
iities and Poivers, of the Rulers of the Darknefs of this 
World, of the ivicked Spirits in high Places ; there are 
Thoufands found, who are tum'd from dumb Idols^ tn 
/er<ve ihe lining and true GOD. What a Harveft 
then might we have feen before now, if all who hv, 
they are on the Lord's Side^ had copae, as in all rea- 
fon they ought, to the Help of the Lordagainfi the Migh- 
ty? Yea, had they only not oppofed the Work of God, 
had they only refrained from his MefTeneers ; might not 
ike Trumpet of God have been heard long iCice in 
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26. " Nay (fay fome) but God is a Goo of Wifdom^ 
And it is his Work, to give Underfiamling, Wherea* 
this Man is one of them, and he is a ExioJ, You fee 
the Fruits of their Preaching,^i No, my Friend, yoa 
don't. That is your.Miftake. A Fool very poflibly he 
xnay be. So it appears by his Talking, perhaps Writ- 
ing too. But thb is none of the Fruits of our Preach- . 
ing. He was a Fool, before ever he heard us. We 
found * and are likely to leave him fo. There- 
fore his Fdly is not to be imputed to us, even if 
it continue to the Day of his Death. As we were no^ 
the Caufe, fo we undertake not the Cure of Diforders 
of this Kind. No fair Man therefore can excu/e himfelf 
thus, from acknowledging the Work of God. 

Perhaps you will fay, '* He is not a Natural Fool 
neither. But he is fo ignorant ! He knows not the firft 
Principles of Religion. " It is very pofTible. But have 
Patience with him, and he will know them by and by. 
Yea, if he be in earned to fave his Soul, rar fboner 
than you can conceive. And in the mean time, neither 
is this an Objedion of any Weight, Many when they 
begin to hear U9> may, without any Fault of ours, be 
utter Scrnngers to the whole of Religion. But this is 
no incurable Difeafe. Yet a little while and they may 
be wife unto SalvatioD« 

Is the I gnorance you complain of among this People 
{you who objed to thePeop/e more than to ttieirTeachers) 
of another Kiud 1 Don^t they *' know, how in Meekneis 
to reprove^ or inflruft thofe that oppofe themfelves i '* 
I believe what you fay : Many of them do not : They 
have not put on Gentlenefs and Long^fufTering. I wiQi 
they had : Pray for them that they may f that th^y 
may be mild and patient toward all Men. But what if 
they are not ? Sure you do not make this an Argument 
chat God hath not fent us ? Our Lord came, and we 
come, not to call the Righteous, hut Sinners to RepeH'- 
tance : PaJJionate Sinners, (fuch as thefe whereof yoii 
complain) as well as thofe of every other Kind. Nor 
can it be expeded they fhould be wholly deliveied 
from their Sin, as foon as they begin to hear his Word, 

27. A greater Stumbling-block then this is laid be- 
fore you, i)y thofe that fay and do not\ Such I take is. 
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out as fart as wc can : Perlons that talk much of Reh'- 
gion, that commend the Preachers, perhaps are diligent 
in hearing them : it may be, read all their Books, and 
fmg their Hymns ; and yet no Change is wrought in 
their Hearts. Were they of old time as Lions in their 
Houfes ? They are the fame ftill. Were they (in low 
Life) ilothfal or intemperate ? Were they tricking or 
difhoneil? over -reaching or opprcflive ? Or did they ofe 
to borrow and not pay ? The Ethiopian hath not changed 
bis Skin* Were they (in high L'fe) delicate, tender, 
felf-indulgent ? Were 'they nice in Fuiniture or. Ap- 
parel ? Were they fond of Trifles, or of their own 
dear Perfons r The Leopard bath not changed her Spots. 
Yet their being with us for a Timd proves no fnore, 
than that we have not the miraculous Difcemment of 
"Spirits. 

Others you may find in whom there was a heal Change. 
But it was only for a Seafon. They are now turned 
back, and are twofold more the Children of Hell than 
before. Yet neither is this any manner of Proof, that 
the former Work was not of GOD. No, not tho'thefc 
Apoftates (hould , with the utmoil Confidence, fay all 
manner of Evil againll us. I expeft they (hould. For 
every other Injury hath been forgiven, and will be to 
the End of the World. But hardly (hall any one for- 
give the intolerable Injury, of a/mofi perfuading him to 
%e a Chrijiian. When thc(e Men therefore who were 
with U5, but went out from among us, a(!ert Things 
that may caufe your Ears to tingle, if you confidtr ei- 
ther the Scripture, or the Nkture of Man, it will not 
ilagger yon at all. Much lefs will it excufe you, for 
not acknowledging the Work in general to be of GOD. 

28. But to all this it may pofTibly he replied, *• When 
^ou bring your Credentials with you> when you prove 
>y Minrcles what you affert, then we will acknowledge 
that GOD hath fent you. " 

What is it vcu would have us pro've by Miracles? 

That the Do&rhies wc preach are true ? This is not 

•the Way to prove tliat : (as our firft Reformers replied 

to rhofc of the Church of JRome^ who, you may pro- 

bably remember, were continuaUy ar^ng tkem wich 
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this very Demand.) We prove the Z>tf<5r/^« we preach b>t 
Scripture and Reafon ; and, if need be, by Antiquity. 

What elfe is it then we are to prove by Miracles P 

Is it, I. That A, B. was for many 'IT ears without 
God in the World, . a common Swearer, a Drunkard, a 
Sabbath-breaker? 

Or, 2. That he is not fo now ? 

Or, 3. That he continued fo till he heard us preach, 
'ind from that time was another Man ? 

Not fo. The proper Way to prove thefe Fadls, is 
- by the Teftimony of competent Witncffes : And thefe 
Witneifes are ready, whenever required, to give full 
Evidence of them. 

Or would you have us prove by Miracles, 

4. That this was not done by 9ur otvn PovoirprMoli* # 

. nefs ? That God only is able. to raifc the Dtad, thofe 

who are dead in Trefpaffes and Sins ? Nay, if yoir 

« bear not Moiti^and the Prophets and Apojftles on this 

Head, neither ^would you believe tho*^oni rofe from tht 

Dead. 

It is therefore utterly unreafcnable and abfurd, to 
require or cxp^dl the Proof bf Miracles^ in QueflioDS 
of fuch a Kind, as are always decided, by proofs of 
quite another Nature. 

. 29. ** Bat you relate them yourfclf. '* I relate juft 
what I faw, from time to time : And this is true, that 
feme"' of thofe C ire um (lances feem to go beyond the 
ordinary Courfe of Nature. But I do not -peremptori- 
ly dgterraine, whether they were fupematural, or no i- 
Much^Iefs do I reft upon them, either the Proof of 
other TaSis^ or of the DoSlrines which 1 preach. I prove 
thefe in the ordinary Way ; the one by Teftimony, the 
other by Scripture and Reafon. ' ■ 

** Bat if you can work Miracles when^ou j^feafe," iS 
not this the fjreft Way of proving tjiem ? This would 
put the Matter out of Diijpute at once, and fuperfedt 
all other Proof." 

You feem to lie under an entire Miftake," both as t<>- 

,the Nature and Ufe of J^Iiracles. It may r^afonably 

be queftion*d, whether there ever was that Man living 

.'upon Earth, except the Man Chrift.Jefus,, that could 
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work Mirades mjhen he f leafed, Goi> only Wi}hen Im 
fUafedt exerted that Power, and by whomfoever it 
picafed him. 

But if a Nj\n could work Miracles ivhen he plea/ed^ 
yet is there no Scripturc-Authorky, nor even Example 
for doing it in order to fatisfy fuch a Demand as this. 
I do not read, that either our Lord, or any of his 
i\poilIe.% Wrought any Miracle on fuch «n Occaiion. 
Tvay, how fharply dees oar Lord rebuke thofe wh€? 
made a Demand of this Kind ? When certain of the 
Scri/fes and of the Pharifees anf\\:ered^ f'^P'*Z> Mafier^ 
<we ivouldfee a Sign from thee ; (Obferve, this was their 
Method of anfivering the ilrong Reafons whereby he 
had juil proved ihe W^ks in queiuon to be of God 
He Anfwered end fiid to them^ an e<vil and adulterous 
Generation feeketb after a Sign, But there fhall no^Sigm 
h given to itjbta theSign of the Prophet JonsiS, Mat, xii.^S, 
39. j^n e<uil and adulterous Generatian t * £]ie they woulll 
Dot have needed fuch a kind of Proof. Had they beei) 
luilling to do his Will, they would, without this, have 
known that the Do^risse ivas of God. 

Miracles therefore are quite needlds in fuch a Cafe» 
Nor are they fo condufive a Proof as yoa imagine. If 
a Man could and did work them, in defence of any 
DoArine, yet this would noit fuferftde other Proof, For 
there may be tt^tct 4^uj'ify, lying Wonders^ Mirades 
wrought in fupport of Falfhood. Still therefore his 
Podrine would remain to be proved, from the proper 
Topicks of Scripture and Reafon. And thefe even 
without Miracles are fufficient. But Miracles without 
thefe are not. Accordingly our Saviour and all his 
Apoftles, in the midfl of thdr greateil Mirades, never 
fail'd to prove every DoSrine they taught. t»y dear Scrip- 
ture and cogent Reafon. 

ja r prefanie, by thi» Thne you may perceive the 

EA Abiurdity, of demanding Miracles in the prefent 
fe: Seeing one of the rropofitions in queflion, , 
(over and above our general Doftrine.*) njix, ** That Sin* 
pevs are reform'd," can only be proved by Teftimony ; 
'And the other, " This cannot oe done but by the Power 
of GOD.*' needs no Proofs being felf evident. 

« Why 
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ment Tenadoufrufs of their own Opinions i their Bitier- 
nefi toward all who difier*d from them ; their ImpA- 
tience of Contradidlion, and utter Want oi Forbear i,>ue. 
even with their own Brethren. 

But the grand Stumbling-block, of all, was, tiicir 
o^n avowed Separation from the Church.; their r^» 
jedting fo many of the Do^rines and PraSiiceSy which 
the others accounted the moft facred ; and their con- 
-tinaal IteueQives againil the Church they feparated 
froni> fo much (harper than MkbaeP^ Reproof of 
$atan^ 

Were there fewer Stumbling-blocks attending the 
Reformation in Bng/ami P Surely no. For what was 
Henry the Eighth ? Coniider, either his Cbara^er, his 
Motives to the Work, or his Manner of purfiiing it'! 
>^nd even King Edward's Miniftry we cannot clear, of 
ferjicuting in Sxtii Turns, ytz, zxd burning Htreticiu 
The main Stumbling alio (till remained, a;t». open Se^ 
f oration from the Church. 

7* Fun as many were the Offences that lay in the 
Way of even the fincere Members of the Church of 
Et^land, when the. People called Quakers firft pro- 
it&di that they were fent of God to reform the 
Land. Whether they were or no, is befide our Qu&- 
fiion : It fuffices for the prefent Purpofe to obferve^ 
that over and. above their open, avowed, total JSepara* 
tion from the Church, and- their vehement In^eSiives 
againil many of her Do^rines^ and the whole Fram^ 
of her Difcipline : They fpcnt their main Strength in 
difpiiting about Opinions and Externals^ rather uian in 
preaching Faith, Mercy, and the Love of God. 

In thde Refpeds, the Cafe was nearly the iame 
when the Baptifis ^-ft appeared in England, . They 
immediately commenced a warm Difpute, not conceriv 
ing the Vitals of ChriiUanity, but concerning the Man^ 
ner and Time of adminifbring one of the External Or^ 
dinances of it. And as their Opinion hereof totally 
differed from that of all the other . Members of th^ 
Church of England^ fo they foon openly declared their 
Separation from it, not withoqt fharp Cen/ures of thoft 
that continued therein.. 

M ' 8, Thft 
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S. The fame Occaiion of Ofience was, in a fmallo- 
Dcgree, given by the 'PreJbyUrians and Independents : 
For they alfo fpent great Part of their Time and 
Strength, in oppofing the commonly received Opinions 
concerning fome of the Ci^cumftantials of Religion ; 
and for the fake of thefe, feparated from the Church. 

But 1 do not include that venerable Man, Mr. PbUip 
Henry ^ nor any that were of his Spirit, in this Num* 
ber. I know they abhorred contending about Extmr' 
•nah. Neither did they feparate theoi/eivej (torn the 
Church. They continued therein, till they were dri- 
ven out, whether they would or no. I cannot but 
tenderly fympathize with thefe ; and the more, be- 
caufe this is, in part, our own Cafe. Warm Men 
fpare no Pains at this very Day,, to drive us out of the 
Church. They cry out to the People, where-cver one 
4>f us comes, '' A Mad Dog, a Mad Dog f '* If haply 
-we might fly for our Lives, as many have done be- 
fore us. Andfureitis, we fhould have complied with 
-their Deiire, we fhould merely for Peace and Quiet- 
nefs have left the Church long be^re now, but that 
we could not in Confcience do it. And it is on this 
£ingle Motive, it is for Confcience (akc that we Hill 
continue therein ; and fhall continue (Goo being our 
Helper) unlefs they by Violence thruft us out. 

9. But to return. What are the Stumbling-blocks 
in the prefent Cafe, compared to thofe in any of the 
■preceding ? 

We do not difpute concerning any of the Externals 
OfOrcumftantiah of Religion. There is noxoom^ for 
we agree with you therein. We approve of, and ad- 
here to them all : All that we learned together when 
we were Children, in our Catecbifm and Common-Prayer 
Book* We were born and bred up in your o*wn Churchy 
and defire to die therein. We always were, and are 
now, zealous for the Church ; only not with a blind, 
angry Zeal. We hold, and ever have done, the fame 
Ofinuifts, which you and we received fiom our Fore- 
others. But we do not lay the main Strefs of our 
Religion on any' Opinions, ri^ht or wrone : Neither do 
if« ever begin, or willingly join. in any £fi/^«/# concern* 

ing 



( ns ) 

vttg them. The Weight of all Religion, we appre- 
hend, refts on Holinefs of Heart and Life, And con-^ 
fequently, wherever we come, we prefs this with all 
our Might. How wide then is the Difference between 
our Cafe and the Cafe of any of thofe that are 
above-mention'd ? They a'vtnuedly feparated from the 
Church : We utterly difa^voi^v any fuch Defign. They 
feverely, and almoft continually, inveighed againft the- 
Doarines and Difctpline of the Church they left. We 
approve both the DoSlrines and Difctpline of our 
Church, and inveigh only againft Ungodlinefs and Un- 
righteoufnefs. They fpent great Part of their Time 
and Strength in contending about Externals and G>- 
cumftanttals. We agree with ydu in both ; fo that 
having no room to fpend any Time in fuch vain Content 
tiony we have our Defire of fpendingand being fpent, in 
promoting plain, Ptadical Religion, How many Stum- 
bling-blocks are removed out oi your Way? Why do 
not you acknowledge the Work of God ? 

10. If you fay, ** Becaufe you hold Opinions which 
" I cannot believe are true : " I anfwcr, Believe them 
true or falfe ; I will not quarrel with you about any 
Opinion. Only fee that your Heart be right toward 
God, that you know and love the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
that you love your Neighbour, and walk as your Maf- 
ter walked, and I deiire no more. I am fick of Opi^ 
nions : I am weary to bear them : My Soul loaths 
this frothy Food. Give me folid and fubftantial Re- 
ligion. Give me an humble, gentle Lover of God 
and Man ; a Man full of Mercy and good Fruits^ 
without Partiality, and without Hypocrify : A Man 
laying himfelf out in the Work of Faith, the Patience; 
of Hope, the Labour of Love. Let my Soul be with 
tl?efe Chriftians, whercfoever they are, and whatfo* 
ever Opinion they are of. V^hofoe^er thus doth the 
Will of my Father ivhich is in Heaven, the fame is 
my Brother^ and Sifter^ and Mother, 

1 1 . Inexcufably infatuated muft you be, if you can. 
even doubt v/h^ihtY the Propagation of this Religion be 
of God ^ Only more inexcufable are thofe unhappy 
Men,' who oppofe^ contradiS^ and blafpheme it. 

M 2 Hqw 



( 136 ) 

How bng will you ftop your Ears againft him, that 
Hill crieth, Pf^hy ferfecuteft thou me ? It is hard for thee 
to kick againft the Pricks ; for a Man to contend wuith his 
Maker, How long will you defpifc the well known 
Advice of a great and learned Man, Refrain from tkefe 
Mf.n, and let them alone. If this Work be of M^n, it 
nvill come to nought. But if it he of GODy ye cannot 
cverthronM it. And why fliould you he fomid e<i)en to 
fght againft GOD P If a Man fight with GOD, (hall 
he prevail ? Canft thou thunder <with a Voict like him f 
Make haOe. Fall down. Humble thyfelf before him : 
Left he put forth his Hand, and thou perifh I 

12. How long will you fight under the Banner of the 
f;reat Enemy of GOD and Man ? You are now in his 
Service: You are taking fart nuith the De^vil againll 
GOD. Even fuppofjng there were no other Proof, this 
would undeniably appear, from the goodly Company 
among whom you are enliftcd, ?.nd who war one and 
. the fame Warfare. I have heard fome affirm, that the 
moft 'bitter Enemies to the prefent Work of GOD, were 
Pharifees. 7'hcy meant, Men who had the Form of 
Godlinefs, but denied the Poiixer of it. But 1 cannot 
fay (o. The fharpeft Advcrfaries thereof whom I have 
hitherto known (unlefs one might except a few honour- 
able Men, whom I may be cxcufed from naming) were 
the Scum of Comfwall^ the Rabble of Biifton and 
Darlefton ; the wild Beafta of Walfal^ and the Turn- 
keys of Newgate ^ 

1 3 . Might not the vQty Sight of thcfe Troops, (hew 
any reafonable Man, to what General they belonged ? 
As well as the Weapons they never fail to ufe ; the mod 
iborrid Oaths and Execrations, and lawlefs Violen:e, carry- 
ing away as a Flood whatfoever it is which ftands before 
it : Having no Eyes, nor Ears, no Regard to the loudeft 
Cries ofReafon, Juftice or Humanity. Can j?p« join 
Heart or Hands with thefe any longer ? With fuch aa 
infamous, f€an4alous Rabble-rout, roaring and raging, 
as if they were juft broke loofe, with their Captain 
jipollyon, from the bottomlefs Pit ? Does it not rather 
cootoern you, and that in the highefi Degree^ as well as 
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every Friend, to his King and Country, every Lover of 
Peace, Juftice and Mercy, imnaediately to join and flop 
any fuch godlefs Crew, as they would join to flop a 
Fire juft beginning to fpread, or an Inundation of the 
Sea. 

14. If, on the contrary, you join with that godlefs 
Crew, and ftrengthen their Hands in their Wickednefs, 
muft not you, in all Reafon, be accounted, (like them) 
a publick Enejny of Mankt7id? And indeed fuch muft 
every one appear, in the Eye of unprejudiced Reafon, 
who oppofes, direftly or indireftly, the Reformation oiF 
Mankind. By Reformation I mean, the bringing 
them back (not to this or that Syftem of Opinions^ or to 
this or that Sett of Rites and Cere?ttonies, how decent 
and figniftcant foever : but) to the calm Love of GOD 
and one another, to an uniform Pradlice of Juftice, 
Mercy and Truth. With what Colour can you lay any 
Claim to Humanity, to Benevolence, to publick Spirit, 
if you can once open your Mouth, orHir one Finger, 
againft fuch a Reformation as this ? 

' Tis a poor Excufe to fay, " O, but the People are 
brought into feveral erroneous Opinions* " It matters 
not a Straw, whether they are or no ; (I fpeak of fuch 
Opinions as do not touch the Foundation) *tis fcarce 
worth while to fpend ten Words about it. Whether 
they embrace this religious 'Opinion or that, is no more 
Concern to me, than whether they embrace this or that 
Syftem of Jjironomy, Are they brought to holy tem- 
pers and holy Lives ? This is mine, and fliould oe your 
Enquiry : fmce on this both focial and perlbnal Happi- 
nefs depend ; Happinefs, temporal and eternal. Are 
they brought to the Love of GOD and the Love of 
their Neighbour ? Pure Religion and undefiled is this. 
How long then will you darken Council, by Words ivitb' 
out Kno'wledge ? The plain Religion now propagated is 
Love. And can you oppofe this, without being an E- 
nemy to Mankind? 

15. No; nor without being an Enemy to your King 
and Country : Efpecially at Uich a Time as this. For 
however Men of no Thought may not fee or regard ft. 
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or heflonng Cowards may brave it out, it is evident 
to every Man of calm Reflediion, that our Nation 
fiands on the very Brink of Deftruftion. And why are 
we thus, but becaufe the Cry of our Wkkednefs is ^one 
up to Heaven? Becaufe we have-fo exceedingly, abun- 
dantly, beyond Meafure, corrupted our Ways before the 
Lord, And becaufe to all our other Abominations we 
have added, the open fighting againft GOD 5 the not 
only rejedling, but even denying^ yea, blafpheming his 
kft Offers of Mercy ; the hindering others who were 
defirous to clofe therewith ; the defpitefully ufing bis 
Meffengers, and the varioufly troubling and oppreiTmg 
thofe who did accept of his Grace, break off their 
Sins, and turn to him with their whole Heart. 

16. I cannot but believe, it is chiefly on this Account, 
that GOD hath now a Controverfy <witb our Land, 
And mud not any confiderate Man be inclined to form 
the fame Judgment, if he reviews the State of publick 
Affairs, for only a few Years lafl paft ? I will not enter 
into Particulars. But, in general, can you poffibly help 
obferving, that whenever there has been any thing like 
a fublick Attempt f to fuppref^ this ne^w SeSl (for fo it 
was artfuUy reprefentcd) another and another publick 
trouble arofe. This has been repeated fo often, that 
it is furprizing any Man of Senfe can avoid taking notice 
of it. May we turn at length to him that fmiteth us, 
bearing the Rod and him that afpointeth it ! May we 
humble ourfeinjes unde*- the mighty Hand of GOD, before 
the great Deep fwallow us up I 

17. Juft now, 'visz. on the 4th of this inftant Decem- 
ber, the Reverend Mr, Henry JVickham, one of his Ma- 
jefty's JuAices of Peace for the Weft-Riding of Torkjhire, 
writes an Order 

To the Conllable o£ Kighley, commanding him. " to 
convey the Body of Jonathan Reeves, ( whofe real 
Crime is, the calling Sinners to Repentance) to his 
Majefty's Goal and Cattle of Tork : Sulpeded (faith the 
Precept) of being a Spy among us, and a dangerous 
Man to the Ptrfon and Government of his Majefty King 
Qeorge*' 
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GOD avert the Omen ! I fear this is no Prefage ^^ 
either of the Repentance or Ddiverance of our poor 
Nation ! 

1 8. If we will not turn and repent,, if we will harden 
our Hearts, and acknowledge neither his Judgments nor 
Mercies ; what remains but the fulfilling of that dread* 
ful Word, which GOD fpake by the Prophet Ezekiel : 
Son of Man^ ivhen the Uind finnetb againft miy by iref' 
paffsng grie'voujly ; then <will I fir etch forth my Hand up* 
on ity and break the Staff of the Bread thereof. '^^Tbougb 
thefe three Men^ Noah» Daniel ^7«^ Job, fwereinit, they 
fhould deli<ver hut their onun Souls* Or if 1 bring a S«word 
uton that Land^ and fay ^ " S^word^ go thro* the Land:^^ 
Or if I fend a Peftilence into that Land, and pour out my 
Fury upon it in Blood '.'^Though Noah, Daniel and Job 
*were in it, as I live, faith the Lord GOD, tbeyfbaUde^ 
li'ver neither Son nor Daughter ; they fhall but deli<ver their 
own Souls by their Righteoufnefs, Chap. xiv. ver. 13, 14, 
17, 19, 20. 

Tet behold, therein fhall he lefi a Remnant, that fhall. 
he brought forth, both Sons and Daughters.'-^ Jndye Jhall 
be comforted concerning the Evil that I ha<ve brought upon 
Jerufalem — And ye Jhall know that J bante not done 'with" 
out Cauje, all that I have done in it, faith the Lord GOD. 
Ver. 22, ?3. 

London, Dec. 18, 
1745. 
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